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EVOLUTION OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE 

RISE OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES 

ALİ PAŞAOĞLU1 

BEDİRHAN KÖKSOY2 

TANER ÇEVİK3 

Introduction 

Transportation has been one of the fundamental needs of 

humanity throughout history and has undergone various 

transformations parallel to technological advancements. In the 

earliest periods of human history, transportation was primarily 

achieved by walking or through the domestication of animals. 

However, the invention of the wheel marked a significant turning 

point in transportation. This development significantly contributed 

to the expansion of civilizations. Over time, transportation 

technologies continued to evolve, and with the onset of the Industrial 

Revolution, a new phase began. The emergence of steam-powered 
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transportation during this period enhanced the efficiency of both 

individual and public transport systems. In particular, steam trains 

and motorized vehicles made long-distance travel more accessible, 

thereby accelerating urbanization processes. From the twentieth 

century onward, steam technology was gradually replaced by 

internal combustion engines. Furthermore, the widespread adoption 

of mass production techniques in the twentieth century made 

automobiles more affordable and accessible (Ausebel & Marchetti, 

2001). 

Towards the late twentieth century, growing concerns over 

the petroleum crisis and global warming led to an increased interest 

in alternative transportation technologies, with electric vehicle 

technology emerging as a prominent solution. Although the history 

of electric vehicles dates back to the nineteenth century, the 

technology had not received substantial investment for many years. 

However, advancements in battery capacities and charging 

infrastructure have once again brought electric vehicles into the 

spotlight. In particular, the development of lithium-ion batteries has 

addressed the range limitations of electric vehicles, making them 

competitive against internal combustion engines. Today, electric 

vehicles are rapidly becoming widespread due to their lower 

operational costs, environmentally friendly nature, and government 

incentives (Wilberforce & et al, 2017). In this context, reducing the 

dependence on fossil fuels associated with internal combustion 

engines holds significant potential for lowering global carbon 

emissions. 

1. The Early Periods of Transportation 

Transportation, as one of the most crucial elements shaping 

social and economic structures, has not only been a necessity but also 

a reflection of humanity's aspirations for modernization and progress 

(Sachs, 2023). Throughout history, various needs such as trade, 
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exploration, and social connections have driven the development of 

transportation methods. As travel distances increased and the loads 

to be transported became heavier, alternative transportation methods 

were explored. 

One of the earliest known methods was the domestication of 

animals, enabling human societies to expand their transportation 

capacities and traverse greater distances more efficiently (MacHugh, 

Larson, & Orlando, 2017). The use of animals such as horses, oxen, 

and camels revolutionized mobility, allowing for the movement of 

goods and people across vast terrains that were previously difficult 

to navigate (Bulliet, 1975). This innovation was particularly 

significant in the development of trade networks, such as the Silk 

Road, which connected distant civilizations and facilitated cultural 

and economic exchanges (Frankopan, 2015). 

In addition to animal domestication, early humans developed 

rudimentary yet effective transportation technologies, including 

sledges and rafts. Archaeological evidence suggests that sledges 

were used as early as 7000 BCE to transport heavy loads over land, 

while rafts and dugout canoes enabled movement across rivers and 

lakes (Diamond, 1997). These innovations laid the foundation for 

more advanced transportation systems, such as wheeled carts, which 

emerged around 3500 BCE in Mesopotamia (Anthony, 2007). 

With the integration of animal power and wheeled vehicles, 

societies could transport larger quantities of goods, accelerating 

urbanization and the growth of early civilizations (McNeill & 

McNeill, 2003). 

Thus, the early periods of transportation were characterized 

by gradual yet transformative advancements that not only met 

immediate logistical needs but also set the stage for future 

innovations in mobility and connectivity. 

 



--7-- 

1.1. Wheel  

The first invention in human history designed to facilitate 

transportation was the wheel. According to archaeological findings, 

the first wheel emerged around 4000 BCE in the Mesopotamian 

region. Initially, it was primarily used for agricultural activities and 

water transportation. However, over time, it played a significant role 

in transportation-related applications such as war chariots and trade 

caravans. This innovation greatly contributed to the advancement of 

civilizations. A wheel dating back to approximately 2000 BCE is 

shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1: A Wheel Dating Back to 2000 BCE. 

 

Source: (Piggot, 1968) 

The design of the wheel has undergone numerous 

transformations over time. Initially composed of simple wooden 

discs, wheels evolved with technological advancements to 

incorporate materials such as metal and rubber (Kleinschmidt, 

1944). The development and widespread use of wheels also 

stimulated various engineering activities. Significant progress was 

made in wheel design, and infrastructure efforts were undertaken to 

construct suitable roads for their use. 
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The wheel has continued to be used from its invention to the 

present day; however, the vehicles in which it is utilized have 

changed over time. Initially, wheels were used in variations powered 

by human or animal strength. However, with the advent of the 

Industrial Revolution, the types of vehicles employing wheels 

underwent significant transformations. 

1.2. The Industrial Revolution and Steam-Powered Vehicles 

The Industrial Revolution, beginning in the late eighteenth 

century, transformed production systems, economies, and societal 

structures. Among its many technological advancements, 

transportation saw significant innovation, including improvements 

in vehicles and supporting infrastructure such as roads, bridges, and 

railways. 

Steam power was a driving force behind these changes, 

revolutionizing production, consumption, and transportation. 

Factories integrated steam engines to accelerate manufacturing, 

enabling mass production and reducing costs. In transportation, 

steam-powered trains and ships dominated due to their efficiency in 

long-distance travel, but early experiments with steam-powered 

automobiles also emerged. The first such vehicle was designed in 

1769 (Figure 2) (Dutton, 2006). 

Figure 2: First Steam-Powered Automobile 

 

Source: (Karwatka, 2015) 
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However, steam-powered automobiles faced limitations. 

Bulky designs and inefficiency hindered widespread adoption. 

Efforts to improve portability and performance persisted through the 

mid-nineteenth century (Trevithick, nd), but steam technology 

ultimately proved unsuitable for automobiles. By the late Industrial 

Revolution, a new era began with the rise of internal combustion 

engines, marking a pivotal shift in transportation. 

1.3. Internal Combustion Engines 

Engines are categorized by their operating principles: 

internal combustion engines (ICEs) and external combustion engines 

(ECEs). ICEs convert fuel's chemical energy into mechanical energy 

by igniting a fuel-air mixture inside the engine (Stone, 1999). These 

engines, typically piston-based or rotary, offered greater efficiency 

than steam engines. In contrast, ECEs—such as steam and Stirling 

engines—generate power by heating a working fluid externally, 

making them durable but less practical for automobiles (Maamri & 

et al, 2013). 

As steam-powered vehicles declined in the late eighteenth 

century, Nikolaus Otto pioneered early ICEs, which outperformed 

steam technology. Rudolf Diesel's later contributions further 

advanced engine design, solidifying ICEs as the dominant 

automotive power source. 

The twentieth century saw rapid ICE advancements, driven 

by wartime innovation and subsequent civilian adaptation. Despite 

their widespread use, ICEs face criticism for their environmental 

impact, particularly greenhouse gas emissions, spurring the search 

for cleaner alternatives in the twenty-first century 

2. The Historical Evolution of Electric Vehicles 

Electric vehicles (EVs) represent one of the most fascinating 

cases of technological rise, fall, and resurgence in transportation 
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history. While commonly perceived as a modern innovation, EVs 

actually predate gasoline-powered cars, with their origins tracing 

back to the early 19th century. The Hungarian engineer Ányos Jedlik 

created the first prototype of an electric motor in 1828, 

demonstrating the fundamental principles that would later power 

EVs. This pioneering work was followed by Sibrandus Stratingh's 

electrically powered scale model vehicle in 1835, proving the 

concept's viability (Mom, 2013). 

The late 19th century witnessed the golden age of early EVs. 

In 1891, William Morrison of Des Moines, Iowa developed the first 

successful electric automobile in the United States - a six-passenger 

wagon capable of 14 mph. By 1897, electric taxis were operating in 

New York City, and London saw the introduction of the famous 

"Hummingbird" electric cabs (Burton, 2013). These vehicles gained 

particular popularity among urban elites, especially women, as they 

didn't require the strenuous hand-cranking of early gasoline cars and 

produced no exhaust fumes or engine noise. 

Several factors contributed to EVs' early success: 

• Superior technology: Early internal combustion engines 

were unreliable and difficult to start 

• Urban suitability: Limited range (30-50 miles) was 

acceptable for city use 

• Infrastructure: Many homes had electricity, while 

gasoline stations were rare 

• Ease of use: No gear shifting or complex controls 

required 

At the turn of the 20th century, EVs accounted for about one-

third of all vehicles on American roads, competing effectively with 

steam and gasoline-powered alternatives (Kirsch, 2000). New York 
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City even boasted a fleet of electric taxis and a battery-swapping 

station operated by the Electric Vehicle Company. 

However, the tide began to turn against EVs after 1910. 

Several critical developments shifted the balance: 

• The 1908 introduction of Henry Ford's Model T made 

gasoline cars dramatically more affordable (Alizon, 

Shooter, & Simpson, 2008) 

• auCharles Kettering's electric starter (1912) eliminated 

the need for hand-cranking 

• The discovery of vast Texas oil reserves made gasoline 

cheap and abundant 

• Rural electrification lagged, while gasoline stations 

proliferated 

World War I further cemented petroleum's dominance, as 

military vehicles standardized on gasoline engines. By the 1930s, 

EVs had virtually disappeared from the market, remaining only in 

niche applications like forklifts and milk floats (Kirsch, 2000). 

The 1970s oil crises sparked brief renewed interest, with 

vehicles like the Sebring-Vanguard CitiCar (1974) achieving modest 

success. However, these EVs remained hampered by lead-acid 

battery technology that offered poor range (40-50 miles) and 

performance (top speed under 50 mph). The real turning point came 

in the 1990s with California's Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) 

mandate, which forced automakers to revisit electric propulsion 

(Sperlilng, 2018). 

3. Electric Vehicles in the Present Day 

The modern EV revolution began in earnest with three 

pivotal developments: 
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1. The 1996 General Motors EV1, the first mass-produced 

EV of the modern era 

2. Toyota's 1997 Prius hybrid, which introduced millions to 

electrified driving 

3. Tesla's 2008 Roadster, proving EVs could be both high-

performance and desirable 

Today's EV market has evolved into a dynamic and rapidly 

growing sector characterized by several key trends: 

3.1. Technological Advancements 

Modern lithium-ion batteries have overcome the range 

limitations that plagued early EVs. The average EV range has 

increased from about 73 miles in 2011 to over 260 miles in 2022 

(Agency, 2024). Cutting-edge models like the Lucid Air offer EPA-

rated ranges exceeding 500 miles per charge. Battery costs have 

simultaneously plummeted from 1,200/kWh in 2010 to 132/kWh in 

2021 (BloombergNEF, 2022), making EVs increasingly price-

competitive. Charging infrastructure has seen exponential growth: 

• Global public charging points surpassed 1.8 million in 

2021 

• Ultra-fast chargers (150-350 kW) can add 200+ miles in 

under 20 minutes 

• Smart charging and vehicle-to-grid (V2G) technologies 

are emerging 

3.2. Market Growth and Diversification 

Global EV sales reached 6.6 million in 2021, representing 

nearly 9% of all car sales (Agency, 2024).The market has expanded 

well beyond early adopters to mainstream consumers, with offerings 

now available in nearly every vehicle segment: 
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• Affordable models (Nissan Leaf, Chevrolet Bolt) 

• Luxury vehicles (Tesla Model S, Porsche Taycan) 

• SUVs and trucks (Ford F-150 Lightning, Rivian R1T) 

3.3. Policy Support and Industry Commitments 

Governments worldwide have implemented strong support 

measures: 

• The European Union's proposed 2035 ban on new ICE 

vehicles 

• China's New Energy Vehicle mandate and subsidies 

• The U.S. Inflation Reduction Act's tax credits 

• Automakers have responded with massive investments: 

• Volkswagen plans to spend €89 billion on electrification 

• GM aims to sell only EVs by 2035 

• Ford has committed $50 billion to EV development 

through 2026 

3.4. Environmental Impact 

While EVs produce no tailpipe emissions, their overall 

environmental benefit depends on electricity generation mix. 

However, even with today's grid: 

• EVs reduce lifetime emissions by 50-70% compared to 

ICE vehicles (Hawkins & et al, 2013) 

• The advantage grows as grids incorporate more 

renewables 

• Battery recycling programs are scaling up to address end-

of-life concerns 
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3.5. Current Challenges 

Despite progress, several hurdles remain: 

• Supply chain constraints for critical minerals (lithium, 

cobalt, nickel) 

• Uneven charging infrastructure distribution 

• Higher upfront costs compared to equivalent ICE 

vehicles 

• Consumer concerns about range and charging times 

The EV market continues to evolve rapidly, with new models, 

improved technologies, and expanding infrastructure addressing 

these challenges. As of 2023, EVs have moved from niche products 

to mainstream transportation options, setting the stage for their 

projected dominance in future vehicle sales. 

Conclusion 

From early innovations like the wheel to today’s electric 

vehicles, transportation has evolved with society's needs. While the 

Industrial Revolution and internal combustion engines enabled mass 

mobility and economic growth, they also brought about significant 

environmental consequences. These consequences, including air 

pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and overdependence on finite 

fossil fuels, have made it imperative to transition towards cleaner 

and more sustainable alternatives. 

Electric vehicles stand at the forefront of this transformation. 

Their increasing adoption is driven not only by advancements in 

battery technology and reduced operational costs, but also by 

international efforts to combat climate change and meet carbon 

neutrality targets. Countries and organizations around the world are 

implementing long-term strategic plans, such as phasing out internal 
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combustion engine vehicles and expanding renewable energy 

sources for electricity generation, to support this shift. 

The future of transportation is expected to be shaped by an 

integrated ecosystem of technologies including smart grids, vehicle-

to-grid systems, and autonomous driving—all of which complement 

electric vehicle infrastructure. Furthermore, innovations in battery 

recycling, second-life applications, and green manufacturing will 

contribute to minimizing the environmental footprint of EV 

production and use. 

Ultimately, the evolution of transportation reflects a broader 

societal shift toward sustainability and resilience. Electric vehicles 

are not just a technological advancement but a symbol of humanity’s 

commitment to preserving the planet for future generations. Their 

continued development and integration into daily life will play a 

pivotal role in building a cleaner, healthier, and more equitable 

world. 
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Introduction 

Electricity is regarded as one of the most significant 

inventions in human history, having profoundly influenced society 

and brought about fundamental transformations in nearly every 

aspect of life. Widely utilized across various sectors ranging from 

lighting and communication to industry and transportation electric 

energy has notably opened the door to a new era in the field of 

mobility. In this context, one of the most striking transformations in 

transportation technologies has been the development and 

widespread adoption of electric vehicles. The utilization of electric 

energy in vehicles has not only impacted motor technologies but has 
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also necessitated the integration of energy storage systems to ensure 

the continuous and efficient operation of these motors. At this point, 

battery technologies, which constitute the primary energy source for 

electric vehicles, become essential. However, given the limited 

energy capacity of batteries, the need for periodic recharging has 

made charging technologies a critical component alongside battery 

systems in the overall functionality of electric vehicles. 

In today’s world, investments in electric vehicles have shown 

a noticeable increase compared to previous years (He & Rachev, 

2023). This upward trend is primarily driven by factors such as 

environmental sustainability, economic development, and 

technological innovation, which are central to many areas of modern 

technology. In this context, electric vehicle production has been 

significantly expanded through public-private partnerships, 

accompanied by substantial investments in research and 

development as well as the expansion of charging infrastructure. In 

addition to these collaborations, international climate agreements 

have further motivated governments to incentivize the adoption of 

electric vehicles. Accordingly, many countries have introduced legal 

and financial regulations aimed at encouraging the use of EVs. As a 

result of these incentives, market demand for electric vehicles has 

increased. This growing demand not only contributes to personal 

mobility but also supports infrastructure restructuring and the 

implementation of sustainable transportation policies.  

1. Energy Management in Electric Vehicles 

Energy management in electric vehicles (EVs) constitutes a 

complex, multi-objective optimization challenge that critically 

influences vehicle performance, operational efficiency, and battery 

longevity (Onori, Serrao, & Rizzoni, 2016). At its core, this process 

involves sophisticated control strategies that simultaneously address 

three key operational domains: optimal battery capacity utilization 
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through advanced state-of-charge (SOC) and state-of-health (SOH) 

monitoring algorithms, intelligent charge/discharge cycle 

management that balances instantaneous power demands with long-

term degradation effects, and integrated thermal management 

systems that maintain optimal operating temperatures across all 

climatic conditions (Tian et al, 2020). These strategies collectively 

aim to maximize the vehicle's driving range while minimizing 

energy waste, requiring real-time processing of numerous variables 

including driving patterns, route topography, and ambient 

environmental conditions. Modern energy management systems 

(EMS) have evolved beyond simple vehicle operation to incorporate 

bidirectional energy flow capabilities, enabling EVs to participate in 

vehicle-to-grid (V2G) and vehicle-to-home (V2H) applications that 

transform them from passive energy consumers to active grid assets 

(Hannan et al, 2021). This functional duality not only improves 

overall energy utilization but also enhances the economic viability 

of EV ownership through ancillary service revenue streams. 

A comprehensive understanding of EV energy management 

necessitates examination of the complete energy conversion chain, 

beginning with the electrochemical-to-electrical energy 

transformation within battery cells, through the DC-AC conversion 

processes in power electronics, to the final electromechanical energy 

conversion at the motor (Shen et al, 2022). The battery management 

system (BMS) serves as the computational nexus of this ecosystem, 

continuously optimizing energy flows while implementing critical 

protection protocols against overcharge, deep discharge, and thermal 

runaway scenarios. Contemporary research focuses on machine 

learning-enhanced predictive management systems that leverage 

historical usage data and real-time sensor inputs to anticipate energy 

demands, potentially improving system efficiency by 12-18% 

compared to conventional rule-based approaches (Zhang & et al, 

Machine learning-enhanced predictive energy management for 
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electric vehicles, 2023). These technological advancements 

underscore the pivotal role of energy management in enabling the 

sustainable integration of electric vehicles into future smart 

transportation and energy networks. 

1.1. Conversion of Electrical Energy into Motive Energy 

At the core of every electric vehicle's movement lies an elegant 

energy transformation a silent symphony where stored electrons 

become motion. When you press the accelerator, lithium ions 

flowing between battery electrodes transform into precisely 

controlled electromagnetic fields in the motor, ultimately creating 

the rotational force that turns your wheels (Xue, Cheng, & Cheung, 

2008). This remarkable process, achieving 85-95% energy 

conversion efficiency compared to just 20-30% in gasoline engines, 

represents one of humanity's most sophisticated energy harnessing 

techniques (Chan, 2007). Modern EVs employ three principal motor 

types, each with unique characteristics: the robust AC induction 

motors (favored for their simplicity), the compact permanent magnet 

synchronous motors (prized for their efficiency), and the responsive 

DC motors (valued for their controllability) - all working tirelessly 

to translate electrical potential into smooth, instantaneous 

acceleration (Ehsani et al, 2018). 

What makes this system truly brilliant is its circular energy 

economy. Through regenerative braking a technology that feels 

almost magical - the kinetic energy normally wasted as heat during 

deceleration is recaptured as electricity and returned to the battery 

(Zhang & et al, Advanced regenerative braking systems for EVs, 

2020). This innovation, which can recover up to 30% of urban 

driving energy, transforms every stoplight into an opportunity for 

energy renewal. The motors' ability to provide precise torque control 

(within 2-5% accuracy) gives EVs their characteristic smooth, linear 

acceleration while simultaneously protecting battery health through 

optimized power delivery (Bose, 2017). 
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These technologies collectively create a driving experience that's 

not just cleaner, but fundamentally different - where energy flows in 

both directions, where stopping feeds the system rather than wasting 

resources, and where every component works in harmony to 

maximize both performance and sustainability. As motor efficiencies 

continue improving (reaching 97% in laboratory settings), and as 

new materials like silicon carbide semiconductors reduce energy 

losses further, we're witnessing not just an evolution in 

transportation, but a reimagining of how humans convert and 

conserve energy in motion (Wang & et al, 2022). 

1.2. The Role of Battery and Charging Systems 

The advancement of electric vehicles (EVs) hinges on the 

efficiency and reliability of their energy storage and replenishment 

systems, namely the battery and charging infrastructure. Battery 

systems serve as the cornerstone of EV operation, storing electrical 

energy and delivering it to the propulsion system in a controlled 

manner. Modern lithium-ion batteries, equipped with an integrated 

Battery Management System (BMS), are designed to monitor critical 

parameters such as cell voltage, state of charge (SoC), and thermal 

conditions to ensure optimal performance and safety (Sanguesa et al, 

2021). The BMS plays a pivotal role in energy optimization, 

prolonging battery lifespan through precise charge-discharge cycling 

and mitigating degradation risks such as overcharging or thermal 

runaway. Furthermore, energy management strategies, including 

regenerative braking, enhance efficiency by recovering kinetic 

energy during deceleration, thereby improving overall vehicle 

sustainability. 

Concurrently, the efficacy of battery systems is contingent upon 

the availability and sophistication of charging infrastructure. 

Charging systems have evolved beyond mere energy transfer 

mechanisms, now encompassing technologies such as fast charging, 

smart charging, and bidirectional power flow. Fast-charging stations, 
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capable of replenishing 80% of battery capacity in under 30 minutes, 

address range anxiety by significantly reducing downtime. Smart 

charging solutions optimize energy distribution by dynamically 

adjusting charging rates based on grid demand or renewable energy 

availability, contributing to cost efficiency and load balancing 

(Mohammadi & Saif, 2023). Notably, bidirectional charging or 

vehicle-to-grid (V2G) technology enables EVs to function as 

decentralized energy storage units, supplying power back to the grid 

during peak demand or emergencies. This capability not only 

enhances grid resilience but also facilitates the integration of 

intermittent renewable energy sources, reinforcing the role of EVs in 

sustainable energy ecosystems. 

The widespread adoption of EVs is intrinsically linked to the 

expansion and standardization of charging infrastructure. While 

advancements in ultra-fast charging and wireless charging present 

promising solutions, challenges such as interoperability, cost, and 

grid capacity must be addressed through collaborative efforts among 

policymakers, industry stakeholders, and utility providers. In 

summary, battery and charging systems collectively underpin the 

operational viability and environmental benefits of EVs, 

necessitating continued innovation to meet the demands of future 

mobility paradigms. 

2. Battery Technologies Used in Electric Vehicles 

The electrification of transportation has become a global 

priority to mitigate climate change and reduce dependence on fossil 

fuels. At the heart of this transition lies battery technology, which 

directly impacts electric vehicle (EV) performance, cost, and 

consumer acceptance. This section provides a comprehensive review 

of current and emerging battery technologies for EVs, analyzing 

their technical specifications, performance characteristics, and 

commercial viability. We study dominant lithium-ion chemistries 
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(NMC, LFP, NCA), promising alternatives (solid-state, sodium-ion), 

and experimental systems. Challenges related to materials supply, 

manufacturing scalability, and end-of-life management are 

discussed, along with projections for technological advancements 

through 2030. 

2.1. Nickel Manganese Cobalt (NMC) Batteries 

NMC lithium-ion batteries have emerged as the preferred 

chemistry for premium EV applications due to their favorable 

balance between energy density and power capability. As shown in 

Figure 1, the evolution from NMC 111 to NMC 811 formulations has 

yielded a 40% improvement in gravimetric energy density since 

2015, reaching 280-300 Wh/kg at the cell level in current generation 

systems [4]. 

The ternary composition (LiNiₓMnₓCoₓO₂) enables tunable 

performance characteristics: 

• Nickel content governs capacity (typically 160-220 

mAh/g) 

• Manganese enhances structural stability 

• Cobalt mitigates cation mixing and improves rate 

capability 

2.2. Lithium-Ion Batteries 

One of the battery technologies used in electric vehicles is 

the lithium-ion battery, which typically consists of a multilayered 

structure composed of a positive electrode (cathode), a negative 

electrode (anode), an electrolyte, and a separator. Lithium metal 

oxides are commonly used as cathode materials, while graphite is 

widely preferred as the anode material. Based on their material 

composition, the operating principle of these batteries relies on the 

movement of lithium ions from the cathode to the anode during 
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charging, and in the reverse direction during discharging. This ion 

movement facilitates the flow of electric current through the external 

circuit (Chen et al, 2012). A visual representation of lithium-ion 

batteries used in electric vehicles is provided in Figure 2. 

Figure 1: Lithium-ion Batteries Pack.  

 

Source: (Automotive Logistics, 2024) 

Lithium-ion batteries possess various advantages and 

disadvantages. In this context, their high energy density and low 

weight provide significant benefits in terms of electric vehicle 

efficiency. Additionally, their low self-discharge rate and long cycle 

life are considered key advantages. However, lithium-ion batteries 

also present certain drawbacks, such as thermal instability, high cost, 

and potential safety risks. In particular, the need for precise 

temperature control increases the sensitivity and complexity of the 

Battery Management System (BMS). Therefore, the integration of 

lithium-ion batteries with effective energy management strategies is 

of critical importance. 

Lithium-ion batteries are utilized in a variety of application 

areas. Their high energy density and lightweight structure are among 

the primary reasons for their widespread use, particularly in 

passenger electric vehicles. In addition, they are also employed in 
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other fields beyond vehicle technology, such as hybrid vehicles, 

portable electronic devices, and energy storage systems. Regarding 

vehicle applications, many automotive manufacturers today are 

developing custom designs to integrate battery packs directly into 

the vehicle architecture. This indicates that batteries function not 

only as energy storage units but also as components that influence 

the overall design of electric vehicles. 

2.3. Lithium-Iron Phosphate Batteries 

One of the battery systems used in electric vehicles is the 

lithium iron phosphate (LiFePO₄) battery. These batteries typically 

utilize lithium iron phosphate as the cathode material and carbon-

based substances as the anode. In the operating structure of the 

battery, lithium ions play a key role in enabling ion flow. In this 

context, lithium ions move between the cathode and anode during 

charge and discharge cycles, thereby facilitating energy transfer. 

Structurally, the battery adopts an olivine-type crystalline form, 

which provides high thermal stability and chemical balance. The 

internal electrode structure offers high safety and a long cycle life. 

These characteristics are among the primary reasons why lithium 

iron phosphate batteries are preferred in electric vehicle applications 

(Tredeau & Salameh, 2009). A visual representation of lithium iron 

phosphate batteries is shown in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3. Lithium Iron Phosphate Batteries.  

 

Source: (Green Car Congress, 2023) 

When examining the advantages of lithium iron phosphate 

batteries, it can be stated that they are more reliable and have a longer 

lifespan compared to lithium-ion batteries. Due to their high thermal 

and chemical stability, they pose a significantly lower risk of 

overheating or explosion. However, a notable disadvantage is their 

lower energy density relative to other battery technologies. This 

means that they are capable of storing less energy within the same 

volume and weight. The limited energy storage capacity of lithium 

iron phosphate batteries presents a drawback in applications that 

require extended driving range (Saw et al, 2014). 

In terms of application, lithium iron phosphate batteries are 

used across various fields. Notably, their safety and long lifespan 

make them a highly preferred option in electric vehicles. Their low 

temperature rise and stable performance indicate that they are well-

suited for urban transportation. In addition to passenger vehicles, 
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they are frequently used in buses, commercial vehicles, and short-

range electric transport. Furthermore, due to their high stability, they 

have proven to be reliable in fleet management applications. In this 

regard, lithium iron phosphate batteries are considered particularly 

important in terms of durability and safety. 

Table 1: Performance comparison of commercial Li-ion 

chemistries 

Parameter NMC 811 LFP 

Theoretical Capacity 275 mAh/g 170 mAh/g 

Average Voltage 3.65 V 3.2 V 

Energy Density 280 Wh/kg 180 Wh/kg 

Cycle Life (80% DoD) 1,500 cycles 3,000 cycles 

2.4. Solid State Batteries 

Solid-state batteries  are designed using solid electrolyte 

materials. This characteristic is the most fundamental feature that 

differentiates solid-state batteries from conventional batteries that 

use liquid electrolytes. Solid-state batteries achieve energy 

conversion through the transport of ions between the anode and 

cathode via solid electrolytes. These electrolytes can be produced in 

ceramic, polymer, or composite forms. Such systems enable the safe 

use of high-energy-density anode materials such as lithium metal. As 

a result, the energy density of the battery cell increases while also 

providing improved thermal safety (Li et al, An advance review of 

solid-state battery: Challenges, progress and proscpects, 2021). 
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Figure 4. Solid State Batteries 

 

Source: (Resources Review, 2022) 

Solid-state batteries offer several advantages and 

disadvantages. Among their key benefits are high energy density, a 

sealed structure, and enhanced thermal stability. Compared to their 

primary counterpart liquid electrolyte batteries they significantly 

reduce the risk of fire and explosion. However, solid-state batteries 

also face several challenges. These include low ionic conductivity, 

poor interfacial contact between the electrode and electrolyte, and 

high production costs. Additionally, the complexity of 

manufacturing processes remains one of the major barriers to their 

widespread commercialization (Bobba et al, 2024). 

Solid-state batteries have the potential to offer solutions for 

extending the driving range of electric vehicles and providing 

reliable energy storage. However, as of today, solid-state batteries 

have not yet achieved widespread commercial adoption and are 

primarily being tested in prototype vehicles or pilot projects. In this 

context, the use of solid-state batteries is anticipated to play a 

significant role in the future phases of electric vehicle technology. 
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2.5. Sodium-Ion Batteries 

Sodium-ion batteries are rapidly emerging as a promising 

alternative to lithium-ion technology, particularly for applications 

where cost and sustainability outweigh the need for ultra-high energy 

density. Unlike lithium, which faces supply constraints and 

geopolitical challenges, sodium is exceptionally abundant reserves 

are roughly a thousand times greater making it an attractive option 

for large-scale energy storage and urban electric mobility. One of 

sodium-ion’s most compelling advantages is its resilience in cold 

climates, retaining over 90% of its capacity even at -20°C, a 

significant improvement over many lithium-based systems that 

struggle with low-temperature performance. Additionally, because 

sodium-ion batteries can be manufactured using existing lithium-ion 

production lines, the transition to this chemistry requires minimal 

retooling, lowering barriers to commercialization. Recent 

advancements have pushed energy densities to 120-160 Wh/kg 

(CATL, 2023), making them viable for short-range EVs and 

stationary storage, while innovations like Prussian blue cathodes 

have extended cycle life beyond 3,000 charges. Perhaps most 

critically, sodium-ion systems offer a 20-30% reduction in material 

costs compared to lithium iron phosphate (LFP) batteries, 

positioning them as a cost-effective solution for markets where 

affordability and sustainability are paramount. As research continues 

to improve energy density and longevity, sodium-ion technology 

could play a pivotal role in democratizing energy storage and 

supporting the global transition to renewable energy. 

2.6 . Sustainable Battery Development and Material Innovations 

The growing ethical and environmental concerns 

surrounding cobalt mining have accelerated research into cobalt-free 

battery chemistries, with lithium iron phosphate (LFP) systems 

emerging as commercially viable alternatives, while ongoing studies 
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explore nickel-rich cathodes and organic electrode materials to 

further reduce dependence on critical minerals (Olivetti et al, 2021). 

Concurrently, battery recycling has gained prominence as increasing 

volumes of retired EV batteries necessitate efficient recovery of 

valuable materials, leading to advancements in hydrometallurgical 

and pyrometallurgical processes that achieve >95% recovery rates 

for cobalt and nickel, complemented by the development of second-

life applications such as grid-scale energy storage systems that 

extend battery utility beyond vehicular use (Harper et al, 2019). 

Parallel innovations in materials science are driving next-generation 

battery development, where graphene-enhanced architectures 

demonstrate significantly improved conductivity and fast-charging 

capabilities, and silicon anodes offer theoretical capacities up to ten 

times greater than conventional graphite, albeit requiring solutions 

to volumetric expansion challenges that currently limit their cycle 

stability (Li et al, 30 Years of lithium-ion batteries, 2022). These 

interconnected advancements collectively address the tripartite 

challenges of ethical material sourcing, lifecycle sustainability, and 

performance enhancement in contemporary battery technologies. 

3. Electric Vehicle Charging Technology 

Charging technologies play a critical role in ensuring the 

continuous energy supply required for the operation of electric 

vehicles. These technologies not only enable energy transfer but also 

directly influence factors such as vehicle usage duration, user 

experience, energy efficiency, and infrastructure requirements. In 

this context, type of electric vehicles, charging levels and modes, 

charging duration, and charging infrastructure have been examined 

in detail. Modern electric vehicle (EV) Technologies  including 

hybrid electric (HEV), plug-in hybrid electric (PHEV), Fuel Cell 

Electric  Vehicles (FCEVs)  and battery electric (BEV) systems  each 

have their own strengths and weaknesses. The best choice depends 

on the driver’s priorities, budget, and lifestyle.  
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3.1. Hybrid Electric Vehicles (HEVs) 

HEVs represent the foundational bridge between 

conventional internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles and full 

electrification. These systems combine a gasoline/diesel engine with 

a battery-electric motor (typically 1-5 kWh capacity) in a parallel or 

series configuration. The Toyota Prius, introduced in 1997, 

pioneered this technology by demonstrating 40-50% improved fuel 

efficiency through: 

• Regenerative braking systems (recovering 15-25% of 

kinetic energy) 

• Engine stop-start functionality at idle 

• Electric motor assistance during acceleration (Zhang & et 

al, Advanced regenerative braking systems for EVs, 

2020) 

Modern HEVs like the Hyundai Ioniq Hybrid achieve 

4.1L/100km fuel consumption through advanced power-split 

devices that optimally distribute torque between ICE and electric 

motors. However, their limited electric-only range (<2km) and 

dependency on fossil fuels constrain their long-term sustainability 

benefits (IEA, 2023). 

3.2. Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles (PHEVs) 

PHEVs address HEV limitations by incorporating larger 

batteries (8-32 kWh) and charging ports, enabling 30-80 km of pure 

electric range (EPA, 2023). The Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV 

exemplifies this technology with: 

• Dual-fuel capability (1.9L/100km + 54km EV range) 

• Onboard chargers (3.3-7.4 kW AC) 

• Mode-switching algorithms for optimal energy use (Tie 

& Tan, 2023) 



--33-- 

Recent studies indicate PHEVs reduce well-to-wheel 

emissions by 40-70% compared to ICE vehicles when regularly 

charged (Sanguesa et al, 2021). However, real-world performance 

depends critically on user charging behavior - a 2023 ICCT study 

found actual fuel consumption averages 2-4 times higher than lab 

tests due to insufficient charging. 

3.3. Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs) 

BEVs represent the pinnacle of electrification with 100% 

electric powertrains. The Tesla Model 3 Long Range demonstrates 

state-of-the-art BEV technology: 

• 75 kWh lithium-ion battery (2170 cell format) 

• 560 km WLTP range 

• 250 kW DC fast charging (10-80% in 25 minutes) 

(Sanguesa et al, 2021) 

BEV adoption faces three key challenges: 

• Battery costs: Despite falling to $132/kWh in 2023, this 

still constitutes 30-40% of vehicle cost 

• Charging infrastructure: Requires 5-10x expansion to 

meet 2030 targets (IEA, 2023) 

• Grid integration: A 30% BEV penetration could increase 

electricity demand by 10-15% (NREL, 2024) 

3.4. Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (FCEVs) 

FCEVs like the Toyota Mirai (2024 model) utilize proton-

exchange membrane (PEM) fuel cells that convert hydrogen to 

electricity with: 

• 5 kg H₂ storage @ 700 bar = 650 km range 

• 3-minute refueling comparable to ICE vehicles 

• Only water vapor emissions (Jiao K et al, 2024) 
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The technology faces critical hurdles: 

• Hydrogen production: 95% currently comes from steam 

methane reforming (50-85% well-to-wheel efficiency vs. 

70-90% for BEVs) 

• Fuel costs: 8−16/kgH2 (equiv to 8−16/kg H2, equiv to 4-

8/L gasoline) (DOE, 2023) 

• Infrastructure costs: 1−2million per H2 station vs.1−2 

millionper H2 station vs.50-100k for DC fast chargers 

An overall comparative analysis of each type of EV with its 

technical, advantage and disadvantage is illustrated in Table 1 and 

Table 3. 

Table 2. Comparative Technical Analysis of EV technologies 

Parameter HEV PHEV BEV FCEV 

Energy 

Source 
Gasoline 

Gasoline + 

Grid 

Grid 

Electricity 
Compressed H₂ 

CO₂ 

Emissions 
120 g/km 40-80 g/km* 0 g/km** 0 g/km*** 

Refuel Time 3 min 
3 min + 2-4 

hrs 

20-40 min 

(DCFC) 
3-5 min 

Market Share 4.2% 1.8% 9.1% 0.1% 
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Table 3. Comparative analysis of different electric vehicle 

technologies 

Technology 
Description 

Advantages Disadvantages 
Hybrid 

Electric 

Vehicles 

(HEVs) 

 

Features a 

combination of a 

conventional gasoline 

engine with an electric 

motor and battery. 

• More efficient 

than gasoline 

engines 

•Low emissions. 

• Low fuel costs 

 

• Reduced battery 

range 

• High manufacturing 

costs 

 

Plug-in 

Hybrid 

Electric 

Vehicles 

(PHEVs) 

 

Combines a 

traditional internal 

combustion engine 

with an electric motor 

and battery, with the 

ability to charge the 

battery from a wall 

outlet 

• Longer battery 

range 

•Low emissions 

• Low fuel costs 

• Rechargeable 

•Reduced battery 

range 

• High manufacturing 

costs 

• Limited charging 

infrastructure 

 

Battery 

Electric 

Vehicles 

(BEVs) 

 

BEVs are powered 

solely by electricity 

stored in rechargeable 

batteries. 

 

•Zero emissions 

• Low fuel costs 

•Long battery 

range. 

• Rechargeable 

• High manufacturing 

costs 

• Limited charging 

infrastructure 

 
Fuel Cell 

Electric 

Vehicles 

(FCEVs) 

 

FCEVs are powered 

by electric motors that 

are fueled by a 

reaction between 

hydrogen and oxygen. 

•High efficiency 

•Extended range 

• No emissions 

• Expensive 

• Limited availability 

of fuelling stations 

 

3.1. Charge Levels and Charge Types 

Modern electric vehicles (EVs) incorporate diverse charging 

technologies, battery capacities, and power management strategies 

tailored to their specific applications. This diversity has necessitated 

the establishment of standardized charging levels and modes to 

facilitate widespread adoption, foster industry innovation, and 

support universally accepted research. The electric powertrain 

architecture in contemporary plug-in EVs consists of several key 

components: a high-voltage battery pack for energy storage, a 
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sophisticated battery management system (BMS) for monitoring and 

optimization, power converters for voltage regulation, and drive 

inverters with controllers that efficiently deliver power to the motor. 

This integrated system ensures optimal performance and reliability 

across various operating conditions (Andwari, et al, 2017). 

The charging infrastructure for EVs is systematically 

categorized into three distinct charging levels based on power 

delivery capacity, along with four standardized charging modes 

defined by communication protocols and safety requirements. These 

classifications enable seamless interoperability across different EV 

models and charging equipment while maintaining rigorous 

performance and safety standards throughout the charging process. 

The three primary charging levels include AC slow charging (Level 

1), AC standard charging (Level 2), and DC fast charging (Level 3), 

each representing progressively faster charging speeds and more 

specialized infrastructure requirements. 

Conductive charging, which establishes a direct electrical 

connection between the charging inlet and vehicle, implements these 

three charging levels with specific technical characteristics. Level 1 

charging operates at 120 V AC, delivering up to 1.92 kW of power, 

making it particularly suitable for overnight home charging due to 

its slow charging rate (typically requiring 3-20 hours for a full charge 

depending on battery capacity) (Safayatullah et al, 2022). Its 

widespread compatibility with standard household outlets and use of 

SAE J1772 connectors make it the most accessible charging 

solution, though with the longest charging duration (SAE, 1995). 

Level 2 charging has emerged as the predominant method for 

both private and public charging stations, supporting all plug-in 

hybrid (PHEV) and battery electric (BEV) vehicles. Operating at 

208-240 V AC with currents up to 80 A. Level 2 systems can deliver 

up to 20 kW of power, significantly reducing charging times to 4-6 
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hours for a full charge. This level employs various standardized 

connectors including IEC 62196-2 Type 2 in Europe, SAE J1772 

Type 1 in North America, and proprietary Tesla Supercharger 

connectors, offering EV owners a practical balance between 

charging speed and infrastructure availability (SAE, 2017). 

Level 3 charging, also known as DC fast charging, represents 

the most advanced charging technology currently available. Unlike 

Levels 1 and 2 which use onboard AC chargers, Level 3 employs 

offboard chargers that deliver high-power DC electricity directly to 

the vehicle's battery. These systems operate at 300-800 V DC with 

power outputs ranging from 50 kW to 350 kW, enabling remarkably 

fast charging that can restore 80% of battery capacity in under 30 

minutes. The high-power nature of Level 3 charging necessitates 

specialized infrastructure and connectors such as CHAdeMO, CCS 

Combo, or high-capacity Tesla Superchargers. By externalizing the 

high-power charging components, this approach reduces vehicle 

weight and volume while dramatically decreasing charging times, 

effectively addressing range anxiety concerns among EV owners. 

The substantial power requirements and thermal management 

challenges of Level 3 charging continue to drive innovations in 

charging technology and infrastructure development. A detailed 

classification of these charging levels is presented in Table 2. 
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Table 2. Charge Levels Comparison 

SPECIFICATION LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2 LEVEL 3 FAST 

CHARGING 

Charging Power 1.44kW-1.9kW  

 
3.1kW -19.2kW  

 
20kW – 350kW  

 
>350 kW 

 

Charger Type Onboard - Slow 

Charging 

 

Onboard - Semi-

Fast 

Charging 

 

Offboard 

Charger 

Fast Charging 

 

Offboard 

Charger 

Ultra-Fast 
Charging 

 

Charge Time 200km: +/- 20 

hours  

 

200km: +/- 5 

hours  

 

80% of 200km: 

+/- 30 min  

 

Approximately 

5 min with 
high energy 

density 

 

Charging Location Residential  

 
Private and 
Commercial  

 

Commercial 

 
Commercial 

 

Power Supply 120/230Vac, 

12A - 16A, 
Single-Phase 

 

208/240Vac, 

12A - 80A, 
Single 

Phase/split 

phase 

 

300-800Vdc, 

250-500A 
Three-Phase 

 

1000Vdc and 

above, 400A 
and higher - 

Polyphase 

 

Standards SAE J1772, IEC 62196-2, IEC 

61851-22/23, 

GB/T 20234-2 

 

IEC 61851-

23/24 

IEC 62196-3 

 

IEC 62196 

SAE J2836/2 & 

J2847/2 

 

Source: (Safayatullah et al, 2022) 

Regional factors and manufacturer preferences play a 

significant role in the differentiation of charging types. With the 

increasing number of electric vehicles, this diversity has become a 

critical factor in infrastructure planning. As of 2024, the average 

daily energy consumption for electric vehicle charging in India alone 

is approximately 2.6 million kilowatts. When examining the 

distribution of this consumption, it is evident that Level 2 and Level 

3 charging systems have a substantial impact (Akshay et al, 2024). 

3.2. Charging modes 

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) 

establishes a structured framework for electric vehicle (EV) charging 

through standards IEC 62196 and 61851, defining four distinct 



--39-- 

charging modes for AC and DC systems. These modes outline safety 

protocols, energy delivery requirements, and infrastructure 

specifications to ensure reliable operation across global markets 

(IEEE, 2012). 

Mode 1 represents the simplest charging configuration, 

where the EV connects directly to a standard AC grid (240 V single-

phase or 480 V three-phase) via a conventional socket. This mode 

relies on basic earthing and circuit breakers for protection against 

leakage currents and overloads, with current limits typically ranging 

from 8 A to 16 A depending on regional electrical standards. Due to 

its minimal safeguards, Mode 1 is restricted to slow-charging 

applications in certain jurisdictions. 

Mode 2 enhances safety for slow charging from household 

outlets by integrating advanced protections into the charging cable. 

These include overcurrent prevention, thermal monitoring, and 

ground-fault detection, enabling currents up to 32 A. While more 

expensive than Mode 1, this semi-active configuration provides a 

critical balance of affordability and safety for residential use, making 

it a common choice for modern EVs (Braunl, 2020). 

Mode 3 is the standard for dedicated AC charging stations, 

supporting both slow and fast charging (up to 250 A) through 

permanently installed equipment. It features a controlled pilot signal 

for continuous communication between the EV and grid, ensuring 

compliance with safety standards in public and private settings. The 

infrastructure includes protective earth connections and is 

compatible with single-phase or three-phase power, offering 

flexibility for domestic and commercial installations. 

Mode 4 is reserved for high-power DC fast charging (e.g., 

CHAdeMO), delivering 150 kW or more at voltages up to 600 V DC 

and currents reaching 400 A. This mode employs offboard chargers 

with sophisticated cooling and communication systems (via earth 
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and control pilots) to manage extreme power flows. While 

significantly more expensive than AC alternatives, Mode 4 enables 

rapid charging sessions under 30 minutes, addressing critical needs 

for long-distance travel and commercial fleets (Bahrami, 2020). 

3.3. Charging connectors 

The development of robust electric vehicle (EV) charging 

infrastructure necessitates careful consideration of connector 

systems, including plugs, sockets, and associated hardware 

components. These elements exhibit significant variation across 

charging station types, regional standards, and vehicle manufacturer 

specifications, underscoring the importance of comprehensive 

knowledge about globally available connector architectures. Modern 

EV charging interfaces are fundamentally categorized into 

alternating current (AC) and direct current (DC) connector types a 

classification reflecting both the power delivery method and the 

technical requirements of the charging infrastructure. AC connectors 

typically serve slower, level 1-2 charging scenarios where power 

conversion occurs onboard the vehicle, while DC connectors enable 

rapid energy transfer through offboard chargers in level 3 

applications. This dichotomy in charging technology directly 

influences infrastructure design, requiring harmonization between 

electrical grid capabilities, vehicle charging systems, and 

international standardization efforts to ensure interoperability across 

markets. Diffrent type of connectors used in EV charging shown in 

Figure 4.  
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Figure 4. Comparision of EV charging connectors 

 

Source: Kumar et al, 2023 

The widespread adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) relies 

heavily on the development and implementation of comprehensive 

technical standards, which ensure safety, interoperability, and 

seamless integration with power grids. These standards, established 

by leading international organizations, provide the necessary 

framework for charging infrastructure, grid compatibility, and 

communication protocols. 

For conductive charging systems, SAE International's J1772 

standard (SAE International, SAE J1772: SAE electric vehicle and 

plug in hybrid electric vehicle conductive charge coupler., 2010) and 

the International Electrotechnical Commission's (IEC) 62196 

(International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), IEC62196-1: 

Plugs, socket-outlets, vehicle connectors and vehicle inlets-Part 1: 

General requirements (2nd ed.), 2014) define critical components 

such as plugs, sockets, and vehicle connectors. DC fast charging is 

governed by IEC 61851 (International Electrotechnical Commission 

(IEC), IEC61851-1: Electric vehicle conductive charging system-

Part 1: General requirements (2nd ed.), 2010) and the CHAdeMO 
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protocol (CHAdeMO Association, 2014), while China employs its 

GB/T 20234 standard (Standardization Administration of China 

(SAC), 2015) for AC charging systems. Wireless charging follows 

SAE J2954 (SAE International, SAE J1772: SAE electric vehicle 

and plug in hybrid electric vehicle conductive charge coupler., 2020) 

and IEC 61980 (International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), 

IEC 61980-1: Electric vehicle wireless power transfer systems-Part 

1: General requirements, 2015), demonstrating the global effort to 

harmonize EV charging technologies. 

Grid integration standards play an equally vital role, 

particularly as vehicle-to-grid (V2G) technologies emerge. IEEE 

1547 (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, IEEE 1547: 

Standart for interconnection and interoperability of distributed 

energy resources with associatedf electric power systems interfaces, 

2003) establishes interconnection requirements for distributed 

energy resources, including EVs, while UL 1741 (Underwriters 

Laboratories (UL), 2010) specifies safety and performance criteria 

for power conversion systems. Communication between EVs and 

charging stations is standardized under ISO 15118 (International 

Organization for Standardization, ISO 15118-1: Road vehicles-

Vehicle to grid communication interface-Part 1: General information 

and use-case definition, 2015) and IEEE 2030.5 (Institute of 

Electrical and Electronics Engineers, IEEE 2030.5: Standart for 

smart energy profile application protocol, 2013), enabling secure 

data exchange for smart charging applications. 

Safety remains paramount, with standards like ISO 6469 

(International Organization for Standardization, ISO 6491-1: 

Electrically propelled road vehicles-Safety specifications-Part 1: 

On-boartd rechargeable energy storage system (RESS), 2009) 

addressing high-voltage electrical safety in EVs and ISO 19453 

(International Organization for Standardization, ISO 19453-1: Road 

vehicles - Environmental conditions and testing for electrical and 
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electronic equipment for drive system of electric propulsion vehicles 

- Part 1: General, 2018) focusing on battery system requirements. 

Regional variations in standards reflect local infrastructure needs, 

yet international collaboration through organizations like IEC and 

ISO promotes global compatibility. 

As EV technology evolves, ongoing standardization efforts 

will be crucial to support innovation while maintaining reliability 

and user confidence. These frameworks not only facilitate market 

growth but also ensure that EVs can be safely and efficiently 

integrated into modern energy systems worldwide. The 

specifications of different type of popular EVs are presented in Table 

3. 

Table 3. Electric Vehicle Specifications by Brand 

Brand Model Type 
Battery 

(kWh) 

Range 

(EPA/WLTP) 

AC 

Connector 

DC 

Connector 

Max 

DC 

Power 

0-80% 

Charge 

Time 

Audi Q8 e-tron 
Luxury 

SUV 
106 285 mi Type 2 CCS2 

170 

kW 
31 min 

BMW i7 xDrive60 
Luxury 

Sedan 
105.7 318 mi Type 2 CCS2 

195 

kW 
34 min 

BYD Seal (EU) 
Mid-size 

Sedan 
82.5 

354 mi 

(WLTP) 
Type 2 CCS2 

150 

kW 
26 min 

Chevrolet 
Silverado 

EV RST 

Pickup 

Truck 
212 450 mi J1772 CCS1 

350 

kW 
25 min 

Ford 
F-150 

Lightning 

Pickup 

Truck 
98-131 240-320 mi J1772 CCS1 

150 

kW 
41 min 

Honda Prologue 
Mid-size 

SUV 
85 296 mi J1772 CCS1 

155 

kW 
35 min 

Hyundai Ioniq 6 Sedan 77.4 361 mi J1772 CCS1 
350 

kW 
18 min 
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Brand Model Type 
Battery 

(kWh) 

Range 

(EPA/WLTP) 

AC 

Connector 

DC 

Connector 

Max 

DC 

Power 

0-80% 

Charge 

Time 

Kia EV9 
Large 

SUV 
99.8 304 mi J1772 CCS1 

210 

kW 
24 min 

Lexus RZ 450e 
Luxury 

SUV 
71.4 220 mi J1772 CCS1 

150 

kW 
30 min 

Mercedes EQS 450+ 
Luxury 

Sedan 
108 350 mi Type 2 CCS2 

200 

kW 
31 min 

Nissan Ariya 
Mid-size 

SUV 
87-91 265-304 mi J1772 CCS1 

130 

kW 
40 min 

Tesla 
Cybertruck 

AWD 

Pickup 

Truck 
123 340 mi NACS NACS 

250 

kW 
25 min 

Toyota bZ4X 
Compact 

SUV 
71.4 252 mi J1772 CCS1 

150 

kW 
35 min 

Volkswagen ID.7 Pro Sedan 86 
382 mi 

(WLTP) 
Type 2 CCS2 

175 

kW 
28 min 

Volvo EX90 
Large 

SUV 
111 300 mi Type 2 CCS2 

250 

kW 
30 min 

Conlusion 

The transition to electric vehicles (EVs) represents a pivotal 

shift in modern transportation, driven by advancements in battery 

technology, energy management systems, and charging 

infrastructure. This paper has explored the critical components of EV 

technology, including the conversion of electrical energy into 

mechanical motion, the role of battery and charging systems, and the 

diverse battery technologies employed in EVs. Lithium-ion (Li-ion), 

lithium iron phosphate (LiFePO₄), and solid-state batteries each offer 

distinct advantages and challenges, influencing their suitability for 

different applications. While Li-ion batteries dominate due to their 
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high energy density, LiFePO₄ batteries provide enhanced safety and 

longevity, and solid-state batteries hold promise for future 

improvements in energy density and thermal stability. 

Charging technologies, categorized into different levels and 

modes, play a vital role in the practicality and user experience of 

EVs. Level 1 and Level 2 charging are suitable for residential and 

commercial use, while Level 3 fast charging addresses range anxiety 

and supports long-distance travel. The standardization of charging 

connectors and infrastructure is essential for global interoperability 

and widespread adoption. Additionally, the emergence of 

bidirectional charging and smart grid integration highlights the 

evolving role of EVs in energy ecosystems. 

The comparative analysis of hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs), 

plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs), battery electric vehicles 

(BEVs), and fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEVs) underscores the 

diversity of electrified transportation solutions. Each technology 

caters to specific needs, balancing factors such as emissions, range, 

refueling time, and infrastructure requirements. BEVs, with zero 

tailpipe emissions and improving battery performance, are at the 

forefront of the EV revolution, while FCEVs offer an alternative for 

applications requiring rapid refueling and extended range, albeit 

with challenges in hydrogen production and distribution. 

Despite the progress, challenges remain, including high 

battery costs, the need for expanded charging infrastructure, and grid 

capacity constraints. Addressing these issues requires continued 

investment in research and development, public-private 

partnerships, and supportive policy frameworks. As technological 

advancements and economies of scale drive down costs, EVs are 

poised to become the cornerstone of sustainable mobility, 

contributing to reduced greenhouse gas emissions and enhanced 

energy security. 
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In conclusion, the future of electric vehicles is bright, with 

innovations in battery chemistry, energy management, and charging 

solutions paving the way for broader adoption. Collaborative efforts 

among governments, industries, and researchers will be crucial in 

overcoming existing barriers and accelerating the transition to a 

cleaner, more efficient transportation system. The advancements 

discussed in this paper not only highlight the potential of EVs but 

also underscore their critical role in achieving global sustainability 

goals. 
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Introduction 

The widespread adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) 

necessitates a comprehensive understanding of charging 

infrastructure, smart grid integration, and emerging technological 

developments. As explained in the previous chapter EV charging 

configurations are currently categorized into three primary levels, 

each offering distinct power outputs and charging durations to 

accommodate diverse user requirements (Yilmaz & Krein, 2013). 

Recent advancements include bidirectional charging capabilities 

(V2G- Vehicle-to-Grid) and wireless inductive charging systems, 
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which enhance both functionality and convenience (Richardson D. 

B., 2013). The selection of appropriate charging infrastructure is 

contingent upon multiple factors, including cost considerations, grid 

capacity, and anticipated usage patterns, underscoring the 

importance of strategic deployment. 

Smart charging technologies represent a critical innovation 

in EV-grid integration, employing real-time data analytics and 

demand response algorithms to optimize charging schedules based 

on electricity pricing, grid load, and renewable energy availability 

(Huber, Dimkova, & Hamacher, 2014). Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G) 

systems further augment grid stability by enabling EVs to function 

as distributed energy storage units, thereby facilitating higher 

penetration of intermittent renewable energy sources (Kempton & 

Tomic, 2005). However, the implementation of these technologies 

faces several challenges, including cybersecurity vulnerabilities, 

regulatory inconsistencies, and the absence of standardized 

communication protocols, which must be addressed to ensure 

widespread adoption. EV Charging System classification showed in 

Figure 1. 

Figure 1. Classification of Charging Technologies Used in Electric 

Vehicles. 

 

Source: (Chiranjeevi & Ravikumart, 2023) 
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Future developments in EV charging technology are poised 

to significantly enhance charging speeds and user convenience 

through ultra-high-power charging systems (exceeding 350 kW), 

dynamic wireless charging, and autonomous charging solutions 

(Dijk, Orsato, & Kemp, 2020). Concurrently, the integration of 

renewable-powered charging stations and decentralized microgrids 

is expected to improve the sustainability of EV charging 

infrastructure (Sovacool & et al, The demographics of decarbonizing 

transport: The influence of gender, education, occupation, age, and 

household size on electric mobility preferences, 2017). Nevertheless, 

persistent challenges such as exorbitant infrastructure costs, supply 

chain constraints for critical battery materials, and the lack of 

universal charging standards present substantial barriers to seamless 

global implementation (Tsiropoulos, Tarvydas, & Lebedava, 2018). 

Addressing these challenges will require coordinated efforts among 

policymakers, industry stakeholders, and researchers to ensure the 

successful transition to electrified transportation systems. 

1.Electric Vehicle Charging Topologies 

As electric vehicles (EVs) become more common, the need 

for efficient and adaptable charging solutions has grown 

significantly. Engineers and researchers are developing different 

charging methods, power converters, and smart control systems to 

ensure EVs can recharge quickly while keeping energy use 

sustainable for both the vehicles and the power grid. This evolution 

in charging technology is crucial—not just for convenience, but also 

to balance the increasing electricity demand without overloading 

existing infrastructure.. Modern plug-in EVs (PEVs) rely on high-

voltage battery packs, onboard chargers, and power converters to 

manage energy flow efficiently (Khaligh & Li, 2010). Charging 

infrastructure must accommodate different power levels, from slow 

AC charging (under 22 kW) to fast DC charging (up to 350 kW), 

while ensuring compatibility with both home and public stations 
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(Sundström & Binding, 2012). However, uncoordinated charging 

can strain power grids, necessitating smart charging systems that 

optimize load distribution and support grid stability (Richardson & 

et al, 2013). 

EV charging systems are categorized into grid-to-vehicle 

(G2V) and vehicle-to-grid (V2G) configurations, enabling 

bidirectional energy flow for better grid management (Guille & 

Gross, 2009). While AC charging remains common due to its 

simplicity, DC fast charging is gaining traction for its ability to 

reduce charging times significantly (Tuttle & Baldick, 2012). The 

integration of both onboard and offboard chargers provides 

flexibility, allowing users to charge at home or public stations (De 

Gennaro et al., 2014). Future developments aim to balance 

efficiency, cost, and grid compatibility, ensuring sustainable EV 

adoption without overburdening energy infrastructure (Lopes et al., 

2011). EV charging configurations such as G2V and V2G, and 

onboard and offboard charging systems are explained in this section. 

 Grid to Vehicle and Vehicle to Grid Modes  

Electric vehicle charging infrastructure has evolved to 

support both unidirectional and bidirectional power flow, 

fundamentally transforming EVs from passive energy consumers to 

active grid participants. Unidirectional systems employ simplified 

AC-DC rectification and single-stage DC-DC conversion, offering 

cost-effective and reliable charging solutions while minimizing 

battery degradation (Kempton & Tomic, 2005). These systems 

dominate current installations due to their straightforward 

implementation and ability to provide reactive power support 

without complex battery management. In contrast, bidirectional 

architectures utilize sophisticated converter topologies that enable 

energy exchange in both directions, though they introduce greater 

technical complexity and cost considerations (Hannan & et al, 2017). 
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This technological dichotomy presents a critical trade-off between 

simplicity and functionality in charging system design. 

V2G technology represents a paradigm shift in energy 

infrastructure, transforming EVs into distributed energy resources 

capable of providing valuable grid services. Beyond simple energy 

storage, modern V2G systems can perform voltage and frequency 

regulation, load balancing, and even serve as spinning reserves 

during peak demand periods (Lund & Kempton, 2008). The 

technology has expanded to include vehicle-to-home (V2H), 

vehicle-to-building (V2B), and vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) 

applications, creating a versatile ecosystem for energy distribution. 

However, widespread adoption faces challenges including battery 

lifecycle concerns, standardized communication protocols, and the 

need for advanced energy management systems that can optimize 

charging/discharging cycles while maintaining battery health 

(Sovacool & et al, Global Environmental Change, 2020). Current 

research focuses particularly on developing smart charging 

algorithms that balance grid demands with battery preservation. 

G2V systems form the backbone of current EV charging 

infrastructure, offering reliable and efficient energy transfer through 

optimized unidirectional converters. These systems excel in 

residential and workplace charging scenarios where simplicity and 

cost-effectiveness are paramount (Richardson & et al, 2013). 

Modern G2V implementations incorporate active front-end 

converters capable of power factor correction and harmonic 

mitigation, significantly improving grid power quality without 

requiring bidirectional capability. The technology's maturity and 

proven performance make it particularly suitable for large-scale 

deployment, though it lacks the grid-support flexibility of V2G 

systems. As EV adoption accelerates, G2V charging continues to 

evolve through improved efficiency and integration with renewable 
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energy sources, maintaining its crucial role in the electrification of 

transportation. 

3. Onboard Chargers 

Onboard chargers (OBCs) play a critical role in the 

functionality and convenience of electric vehicles (EVs), enabling 

users to charge vehicle batteries from external AC power sources. 

Unlike offboard chargers, which are typically larger and offer higher 

power transfer rates, onboard chargers are compact systems 

embedded within the vehicle itself. Due to design limitations such as 

space, weight, and thermal constraints, OBCs are usually optimized 

for Level 1 (up to 1.9 kW) and Level 2 (up to 19.2 kW) charging 

(Yilmaz & Krein, 2013). 

Most onboard chargers adopt a two-stage power conversion 

architecture to manage the energy transfer from the grid to the 

battery. This structure allows for greater flexibility and efficiency in 

processing and conditioning electrical energy. 

3.1. AC-DC Stage (Front-End Conversion) 

The first stage is the AC-DC conversion, where alternating 

current (AC) supplied from the grid is converted into direct current 

(DC). This is typically achieved using a rectifier in combination with 

a Power Factor Correction (PFC) circuit. The PFC ensures that the 

charger draws current in phase with the voltage, thus improving 

energy efficiency and meeting grid compliance standards. Converter 

topologies such as boost-type PFC, full-bridge, half-bridge, or 

multilevel converters are commonly used depending on the power 

level and size requirements (Khaligh & Li, 2010). The importance 

of this stage lies in its ability to interface safely and efficiently with 

the grid while delivering regulated DC power to the next stage. 
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3.2. DC-DC Stage (Back-End Conversion) 

The second stage is the DC-DC converter, which adjusts the 

voltage and current levels from the rectifier to those required by the 

vehicle’s battery pack. This stage plays a vital role in battery safety, 

as it includes functions like voltage regulation, current control, and 

protection against overcharging. Additionally, it communicates with 

the Battery Management System (BMS) and the Power Control Unit 

(PCU) to ensure the battery is charged within its optimal parameters. 

3.3. Charger Directionality 

OBCs can be broadly classified based on the direction of 

power flow: 

• Unidirectional Chargers only support Grid-to-Vehicle 

(G2V) power flow, where electricity flows from the grid 

to charge the vehicle battery. These systems are simpler 

and more cost-effective but limit the ability of EVs to 

interact dynamically with the power grid. 

• Bidirectional Chargers, in contrast, enable both G2V and 

Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G) operations. In V2G mode, EVs 

can return stored energy to the grid during peak demand 

periods, potentially supporting grid stability and allowing 

users to benefit financially through energy trading or 

demand response programs (Liu, Chau, & Wu, 2015). 

Bidirectional designs require more advanced control 

strategies, additional protection circuitry, and higher 

reliability in power electronics. 

3.4. AC Input Types 

The input type of an OBC is determined by the grid 

infrastructure and the power level requirements of the EV: 
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• Single-Phase Chargers are most commonly used in 

residential environments and typically support lower 

power levels (Level 1 or low-end Level 2). These are 

simpler and cost-effective, making them ideal for daily 

overnight charging. 

• Three-Phase Chargers, on the other hand, are used in 

commercial or high-power residential settings where 

higher power transfer rates are needed. They enable faster 

charging times and greater efficiency, especially for 

larger battery packs or fleet vehicles (Yilmaz & Krein, 

2013). 

3.5. Recent Innovations and Integration Trends 

Advancements in power electronics have led to the 

development of multifunctional and integrated OBCs. For instance, 

research has proposed OBC designs that utilize wide-bandgap 

semiconductors such as Silicon Carbide (SiC) and Gallium Nitride 

(GaN) to enhance efficiency and reduce system size. These materials 

exhibit lower switching losses and better thermal performance than 

traditional silicon devices. 

Furthermore, integrated OBCs combine charging and 

propulsion functionalities using shared components like traction 

inverters, reducing redundancy and improving system compactness 

(Hu et al., 2020). For example, a 3.3 kW three-phase integrated 

charger achieved 92.6% efficiency and unity power factor, 

illustrating the potential of such systems for both cost and 

performance improvements. Vehicle types are indicated in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2. Classification of Electric Vehicles.  

 

Source: (Taghizad-Tavana & et al, 2023) 

Table 1. Comprehensive review of commerical onboard chargers 

Manufacturer Power 

(kW) 

Output 

Voltage 

Efficiency Topology 

Tesla 11.5 350-450V DC 93-95% Bidirectional 

Delta Electronics 22 200-800V DC 94-96% Unidirectional 

Siemens 7.2 200-500V DC 92-94% Unidirectional 

ABB 3.7-

22 

300-700V DC 93-95% Bidirectional 

Bosch 11 250-500V DC 92-94% Unidirectional 

BYD 6.6 300-600V DC 91-93% Bidirectional 

LG Magna 6.6-11 250-450V DC 94-96% Bidirectional 

Hyundai Mobis 10.5 350-800V DC 93-95% Bidirectional 

Ficosa 7.4 400-800V DC 92-94% Unidirectional 

STMicroelectronics 3.3 200-450V DC 90-92% Unidirectional 

Panasonic 19.2 150-900V DC 95-97% Bidirectional 

Lear Corporation 6.6 250-500V DC 93-95% Unidirectional 

4. Offboard Chargers 

Offboard chargers, often referred to as DC fast chargers or 

ultrafast chargers, are central to the deployment of public and 

commercial charging infrastructure for electric vehicles (EVs). 

These systems are designed to enable rapid energy transfer, typically 
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exceeding 50 kW and reaching up to 350 kW in advanced 

configurations, making them well-suited for long-distance travel 

corridors, fleet operations, and highway charging stations. By 

locating the power electronics and conversion systems externally 

from the vehicle, offboard chargers eliminate constraints related to 

vehicle size, weight, and thermal management, thereby facilitating 

higher power delivery than onboard charging systems (Cano & et al, 

2015). 

4.1. Power Conversion Architecture 

Depending on the configuration, offboard chargers may 

utilize either an AC bus or DC bus architecture. The AC bus 

configuration is more traditional and aligns well with the legacy AC 

power grid, employing large-scale AC-DC rectifiers, grid-side 

transformers, and filtering stages. These systems are known for their 

robustness and wide adoption but often involve higher conversion 

losses and harmonic content (Rahman, Mekhilef, & Aman, 2020). 

In contrast, DC bus-based offboard chargers provide a more 

efficient and streamlined approach, especially when integrated with 

renewable energy systems (RES) such as photovoltaic (PV) arrays 

or energy storage systems (ESS). In this topology, power from DC 

sources or a centralized AC-DC converter feeds into a DC link, 

which then supplies multiple DC-DC charging modules connected 

to vehicles. This architecture minimizes AC-DC-AC conversion 

stages and enables multi-port DC fast charging, offering greater 

flexibility and reduced grid impact (Qiu, Ma, & Wang, 2021). 

2.2. Modular Fast Charging Systems 

Modern fast charging solutions emphasize modularity, which 

allows scalability, fault tolerance, and easier maintenance. A leading 

example is the ABB Terra 54/HP series, which is based on the Power 
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Electronic Building Block (PEBB) concept. Each PEBB module 

comprises standardized power stages that can be stacked to scale 

power output. For instance, a 50 kW charger may use 15 PEBBs 

(e.g., 5 parallel × 3 series), while a 150 kW charger uses 3 × 3 PEBBs 

(ABB, 2020). These systems incorporate high-frequency 

transformers (50–300 kHz) for galvanic isolation and compact 

design, and interleaved buck converters for voltage regulation and 

current ripple reduction. 

The Tesla Supercharger V2 also employs a modular system 

with 13 × 3 PEBBs to deliver up to 150 kW of charging power. Each 

module contributes to the overall efficiency (~92%) and provides 

redundancy in the case of individual module failure (Tesla, 2019). 

Another innovative design is Porsche’s Modular Park A and 

Park B fast chargers, optimized for 800 V EV architectures. Park A 

uses a phase-shifting transformer, followed by passive rectification 

and a buck converter to step down voltage, while Park B employs a 

Vienna rectifier and three-level interleaved buck converter to 

improve power factor and reduce current ripple, ensuring safe and 

efficient charging (Schwarzer & Götz, 2018). 

4.3. Bidirectional Charging and Grid Integration 

An emerging trend in fast charging infrastructure is 

bidirectional power transfer, enabling vehicle-to-grid (V2G) and 

grid-to-vehicle (G2V) operation. Offboard chargers with 

bidirectional capabilities not only charge the vehicle but also allow 

energy to be fed back to the grid, supporting applications such as 

demand response, grid stabilization, and energy arbitrage. These 

systems require isolated DC-DC converters capable of operating in 

both forward and reverse directions, alongside robust 

communication protocols (e.g., ISO 15118, CHAdeMO) for 

coordination with grid operators and vehicle battery management 

systems (BMS). 
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While V2G-capable fast chargers offer significant grid value, 

they introduce additional challenges in terms of: 

• Protection and fault management due to reversed power 

flow. 

• Grounding and isolation requirements, especially at high 

power. 

• Metering precision for billing and energy accounting. 

• Grid synchronization during rapid transitions between 

charging and discharging. 

Comprehensive reviews by (Park, Kim, & Lee, 2020) and 

(Yan, Wang, & Huang, 2021) have emphasized the importance of 

advanced control strategies, standard harmonization, and protection 

schemes to enable reliable V2G functionality in DC fast charging 

networks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



--64-- 

Table 2. Comprehensive review of commerical offboard chargers 

Manufacturer Power 

Output 

Voltage Connector Efficiency Charging 

Time* 

Tesla 250-350 

kW 

800V DC NACS >95% 15-20 min 

(10-80%) 

ABB 360 kW 1000V DC CCS2, 

CHAdeMO 

96% 12-18 min 

(10-80%) 

Electrify 

America 

350 kW 920V DC CCS1 94% 15-22 min 

(10-80%) 

ChargePoint 62.5 kW 500V DC CCS1, 

CHAdeMO 

93% 40-60 min 

(20-80%) 

EVBox 50-100 

kW 

400-920V 

DC 

CCS2 92% 30-50 min 

(20-80%) 

Tritium 350 kW 1000V DC CCS2 95% 14-20 min 

(10-80%) 

Wallbox 24 kW 400V AC Type 2 91% 2-4 hours 

(0-100%) 

Delta 

Electronics 

400 kW 1000V DC CCS1/2 96% 10-15 min 

(10-80%) 

IONITY 350 kW 800V DC CCS2 95% 15-20 min 

(10-80%) 

EVgo 100 kW 400V DC CCS1 93% 25-40 min 

(20-80%) 

Challenges and Future Directions 

Despite rapid advancements, DC fast charging infrastructure 

still faces several limitations: 

• High capital and installation costs, particularly for grid 

reinforcement and cooling systems. 

• Complex control and communication systems to ensure 

interoperability, safety, and efficiency. 

• Thermal management and component reliability, 

especially in ultra-fast (≥350 kW) chargers. 
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• Standards and regulatory gaps, especially for 

bidirectional charging and high-voltage battery systems. 

Table 3. Comparison of Offboard Charger Configurations for 

Electric Vehicles 

Aspect AC Bus-

Based 

Chargers 

DC Bus-

Based 

Chargers 

Modular 

Chargers 

(e.g., ABB, 

Tesla) 

Bidirectional 

Chargers (V2G) 

Grid 

Connect

ion 

Connected 

to traditional 

AC utility 

grid 

Central AC-

DC 

conversion 

feeds a DC 

link 

Can be AC 

or DC 

connected 

Can be AC or DC 

connected 

Power 

Convers

ion 

Stages 

AC-DC → 

DC-DC 

AC-DC → 

DC Bus → 

DC-DC (per 

vehicle) 

Replicated 

PEBBs: 

AC-DC + 

DC-DC 

modules 

AC-DC & DC-DC 

with bidirectional 

capability 

Efficien

cy 

Moderate; 

affected by 

conversion 

losses 

Higher; fewer 

AC-DC-AC 

transitions 

High (up to 

94%) 

Slightly lower due 

to dual-direction 

design 

Flexibili

ty & 

Scalabil

ity 

Less 

modular; 

capacity 

upgrades are 

difficult 

More 

modular and 

easier to 

expand 

Highly 

scalable by 

adding/rem

oving 

modules 

Requires 

advanced control 

systems and grid 

support 

Cost Lower 

initial setup, 

but less 

efficient 

long-term 

Slightly 

higher setup 

cost, but 

efficient 

operation 

Higher 

initial cost, 

offset by 

serviceabili

ty 

High due to 

advanced 

protection and 

comms 
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Grid 

Impact 

Higher 

harmonic 

injection 

and 

synchronizat

ion needs 

Lower grid 

impact, better 

for renewable 

integration 

Moderate; 

grid-

friendly 

with 

filtering 

High complexity 

in grid interaction 

Cooling 

and 

Therma

l Design 

Moderate; 

depends on 

power stage 

layout 

Can optimize 

per converter 

unit 

Effective 

thermal 

handling 

via 

modular 

isolation 

Needs robust 

cooling due to 

power cycling 

Exampl

es 

Traditional 

public 

chargers, 

legacy 

systems 

Fast chargers 

with 

solar/ESS 

integration 

ABB Terra 

54, Tesla 

Supercharg

er V2/V3 

CHAdeMO V2G 

chargers, Porsche 

Modular Park B 

Chargin

g Power 

Range 

Typically up 

to 150 kW 

Up to 350 

kW in 

ultrafast 

settings 

50 kW – 

350 kW 

depending 

on module 

count 

10 kW – 150 kW 

depending on use 

case and topology 

Isolatio

n & 

Safety 

Often uses 

line-

frequency 

transformers 

High-

frequency 

transformer 

isolation (50–

300 kHz) 

Uses 

galvanic 

isolation 

per PEBB 

Isolation critical 

to prevent reverse 

fault flow 

Standar

ds Used 

IEC 61851, 

SAE J1772 

ISO 15118, 

CHAdeMO, 

CCS (Combo 

1/2) 

PEBB 

design, 

modular 

standards 

ISO 15118-20, 

IEEE 2030.5 (for 

V2G) 

3. Renewable Energy Integrated Charging Station 

Electric vehicle (EV) charging stations can be supported by 

the conventional power grid, standalone renewable energy sources 

(RES), or a hybrid grid-connected RES system, depending on grid 

availability and the need to prevent local power network overload 

while maximizing clean energy usage (Khan, Ali, & Waqar, 2023). 
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Researchers are increasingly focusing on integrating high 

proportions of renewable energy into EV charging stations to reduce 

grid dependency by optimizing charging patterns (Das, Bass, & 

Kothari, 2020). A typical architecture for such systems includes 

an AC bus that connects the power grid, solar photovoltaic (PV) 

panels, wind turbines, energy storage systems (ESS), and EV 

chargers, along with necessary converters and control units (Li, 

Zhang, & Wang, 2021). Alternatively, replacing the AC bus with 

a DC bus can reduce energy conversion stages, improving overall 

efficiency (Bhattacharjee, Nayak, & Saha, 2020). 

Solar PV-integrated EV charging systems are particularly 

advantageous as they help reduce peak grid demand while lowering 

operational costs (Kabir, Mohsin, & Khan, 2022). Solar panels are 

becoming more affordable, and EV batteries can store excess solar 

energy, enhancing system sustainability (Goli & Shireen, 2021). 

Studies indicate that coordinated operation of solar PV and EV 

charging can mitigate the negative impacts of standalone integration 

on the power grid (Rahman, Islam, & Sheikh, 2020). However, 

integrating RES and EVs into the grid presents challenges, including 

the need for additional planning, converters, and advanced control 

strategies to maintain system stability (Hossain, Mahmud, & Pota, 

2019). Uncontrolled charging can lead to voltage fluctuations and 

power quality issues, emphasizing the need for smart charging 

solutions (Tushar, Assi, & Maier, 2018). 

Recent research highlights the superiority of DC bus-based 

EV charging architectures due to their higher efficiency, flexibility 

in integrating multiple energy sources, and advanced smart control 

capabilities (Ahmed, Othman, & Al-Ammari, 2020). As renewable 

energy adoption grows, these systems are expected to play a crucial 

role in developing sustainable and resilient EV charging 

infrastructure. 
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4. Future trends and challenges  

The rapid proliferation of electric vehicles (EVs) over the last 

decade has significantly transformed the transportation sector, 

offering a sustainable alternative to internal combustion engine 

(ICE) vehicles. However, this transition has concurrently posed 

considerable challenges for existing power distribution 

infrastructure. Key technical and economic barriers—such as limited 

driving range, high upfront costs, prolonged charging durations, and 

an underdeveloped charging network—continue to hinder 

widespread EV adoption (Kumart & Ghandi, 2021). 

To address these challenges, both industry and academia are 

prioritizing the development and evaluation of advanced 

technologies and control strategies in EV charging systems. 

Projections by the U.S. Department of Energy suggest that by 2025, 

EVs may reach a power density of 33 kW/L, a driving lifespan of 

480,000 kilometers, and up to 100 kW electric drive capacity (DOE, 

2020). These advancements are complemented by the rise of 

automated EVs, which benefit from structural design flexibility and 

have the potential to enhance user satisfaction while reducing 

charging and operational costs. 

Ultra-fast charging (UFC) technologies are under intensive 

development to replicate the user experience of conventional 

refueling, significantly narrowing the gap in refueling time between 

EVs and ICE vehicles (Li et al., 2022). In parallel, wireless charging 

is emerging as a promising solution due to its potential for extreme 

fast charging, low maintenance, elimination of physical connectors, 

and autonomous operation. Resonant wireless power transfer (WPT) 

is currently the most favored technique due to its efficiency and 

adaptability (Zhang & Mi, 2019). 

Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G) and related paradigms such as 

Vehicle-to-Home (V2H) and Vehicle-to-Building (V2B) are gaining 
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traction as intelligent energy management approaches. These 

systems allow bi-directional energy flow between EVs and the grid, 

enabling grid stabilization, peak load management, and improved 

renewable energy integration (Gyamfi & Krumdieck, 2020). Smart 

algorithms—particularly those using artificial intelligence—are 

increasingly employed in battery management systems (BMS) to 

address the nonlinear, time-varying nature of EV batteries. These 

methods facilitate more accurate state-of-charge (SoC) estimation, 

battery health prediction, and energy optimization (Chen, Yang, & 

Pan, 2021). 

The integration of EVs into the broader intelligent 

transportation ecosystem is further supported by the Internet of 

Vehicles (IoV), a communication-based platform that enables real-

time data sharing among EVs, infrastructure, and users. IoV 

applications enhance traffic flow, parking efficiency, and energy 

consumption through dynamic coordination (Abdel-Basset & et al, 

2022). 

However, achieving high power density in EV charging 

systems still faces limitations due to constraints in battery design, 

cost, and spatial requirements. The shift from traditional silicon-

based switches to wide bandgap (WBG) semiconductors like silicon 

carbide (SiC) and gallium nitride (GaN) is one notable solution. 

These materials allow for smaller, more efficient power modules that 

can operate at higher temperatures and frequencies (Wang, Wu, & 

Wang, 2020). 

Charging infrastructure remains a critical bottleneck, with 

range anxiety exacerbated by insufficient public charging facilities 

and long charging times. Key factors affecting charging duration 

include the EV’s battery capacity, SoC estimation accuracy, and the 

power rating of the charger. Local regulatory frameworks and power 

grid modernization efforts also significantly influence the pace of 
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infrastructure development (IEA, 2023). Intelligent load balancing 

and adaptive charging strategies, especially in public parking and 

urban centers, are increasingly deployed to ensure efficient energy 

distribution and to alleviate stress on the electrical grid. 

As the penetration of EVs into the distribution network 

increases, several technical challenges emerge, including voltage 

instability, harmonic distortion, and increased thermal losses. The 

integration of renewable energy sources (RESs), such as solar 

photovoltaics and wind turbines, into charging stations offers a 

sustainable solution. However, the intermittency of RESs 

necessitates advanced control strategies to mitigate grid disturbances 

and optimize energy flow (Zhao & Wang, 2021). 

Conclusion 

The widespread adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) calls for 

continued research and innovation in charging technologies and 

power electronics to ensure the development of efficient, cost-

effective, and reliable charging infrastructure. This study has 

presented a comprehensive review of EV charging systems, covering 

key aspects such as charging topologies, power converter 

configurations, and station architectures. By examining current 

standards, charging levels, operational modes, and electric vehicle 

supply equipment (EVSE), the paper has underscored the critical 

technical considerations shaping the evolution of EV charging 

technologies. 

A central focus has been placed on conductive charging 

methods, differentiating between onboard and offboard 

configurations, as well as unidirectional and bidirectional, AC and 

DC systems. The role of integrated chargers has been highlighted for 

their potential to reduce the cost, size, and complexity of traditional 

onboard systems by leveraging the existing drivetrain components. 

Similarly, the modular design approach has emerged as a key enabler 
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of flexibility and scalability, especially for ultra-fast and high-power 

charging applications. 

Power converter designs, particularly AC-DC and DC-DC 

topologies, have been explored in terms of their operational 

principles and suitability for various charging scenarios. The 

findings emphasize the importance of standardization, smart control 

mechanisms, and advances in battery management technologies to 

support the seamless integration of EVs into the energy and transport 

sectors. 

The performance and longevity of EV batteries are 

influenced not only by cell chemistry and design but also by the 

characteristics of the chargers and associated infrastructure, 

including the accuracy of state-of-charge (SoC) estimation methods. 

A comparative analysis of charging station architectures was also 

presented, with particular attention to the integration of renewable 

energy sources such as solar PV and energy storage systems. These 

hybrid stations offer a promising pathway to alleviate grid stress and 

enhance sustainability through ancillary services. 

Finally, the paper has evaluated future trends and challenges, 

identifying key areas of opportunity in intelligent charging 

strategies, energy storage innovation, power grid interaction, and the 

deployment of advanced converter technologies. By synthesizing the 

current landscape and projecting emerging developments, this work 

aims to support the advancement of EV charging systems and inspire 

continued innovation in this vital domain of electrified 

transportation. 
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