—1--



BIDGE Yayinlar

Tarihte Ozgiin Bilimsel Calismalar |

Editor: Dog. Dr. Ali CAKIRBAS
ISBN: 978-625-372-488-7

1. Baski

Sayfa Diizeni: Gozde YUCEL
Yayinlama Tarihi: 25.12.2024
BIDGE Yayinlari

Bu eserin biitiin haklar1 saklidir. Kaynak gosterilerek tanitim i¢in
yapilacak kisa alintilar disinda yayincinin ve editoriin yazili izni
olmaksizin hicbir yolla ¢ogaltilamaz.

Sertifika No: 71374

Yayin haklar1 © BIDGE Yaymlar

www.bidgeyayinlari.com.tr - bidgeyayinlari@gmail.com

Krc Bilisim Ticaret ve Organizasyon Ltd. Sti.

Glizeltepe Mahallesi Abidin Daver Sokak Sefer Apartmani No: 7/9 Cankaya /
Ankara

I GE

.



Icindekiler

Osmanli’da Salginla Miicadele Yontemlerine Bir Bakis (Kolera

OTNEE1) vttt 4

Eylem OZTURKCT ....c.coooviviiiviiiicecceeee e, 4
Forests And Forest Industry In The Province Of Archipelago (1861-
19710) 1ot 29

Arzu BAYKARA TASKAYA ..o 29
Yeni Osmanlilardan ittihat Ve Terakkiye Osmanli Muhalefetinin
L€ <] 113001 PSPPSR 98

Emrah CETIN ..ottt 98



BOLUM I

Osmanlr’da Salginla Miicadele Yontemlerine Bir
Bakis (Kolera Ornegi)

Eylem OZTURKCI*

Giris

Salgin hastaliklar, Eskicaglardan itibaren biiyilkk can
kayiplarina sebep olan ve insanlar1 dehsete diisiiren hastaliklarin
baginda gelir. Hastaliklar toplumdaki yayginliklarina gére; endemi,
epidemi ve pandemi olarak siniflandirilirlar. Endemi, bir popiilasyon
icinde her zaman var olan bir hastaligi, epidemi; beklenmedik bir
sekilde hizl1 ve aniden yayilarak bir¢cok insani etkileyen bir hastaligi,
pandemi ise bir kita veya diinyanin tiimii gibi biiylik alanlarda yaygin
olan ve ¢ok biiyiik sayida insani etkileyen bir hastaligi tanimlamada
kullanilir (Ding, 2012: 43). Tarih boyunca diinyanin birgok yerinde
devletleri ve insanlar1 etkileyen salgin hastaliklardan biri de kolera

pandemisidir. Kolera; insanda akut baslangichi bulantisiz kusma,
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karin agrisiz siddetli ishal ile baslayan, kisa zamanda gelisen ve
tedavi edilmezse oldukg¢a oldiiriicii olan bir enfeksiyon hastaligidir.
Hastaligin etkeni olan “vibrio cholera” nin kirli sular1 igme ve
yiyeceklerle alinmasiyla beraber bir ya da ii¢ giin icinde belirtilerini
gostermeye baglar. Hastalik, mikrobun mideden gecip bagirsaklara
yerleserek ¢cogalmasindan meydana gelir (Menekse, 2020: 388).

18. ylizyll sonu ve 19. yiizyilin baslarinda ortaya ¢ikan
koleranin ¢ikis bolgesi Hindistan’in Bengal Eyaleti’nin Ganj
vadisidir. Bu bolgede 1816°da goriilen biiyiik kitlik ve aglik, salginin
ortaya ¢ikmasina zemin olusturmustur. Hastalik buradan baslayarak
iki yonde yayilmis; bir taraftan Cin ve Cin Hindine, diger taraftan
Iran, Astragan aracihig1 ile Tiirkiye ve Bati iilkelerine ulasmustir.
ticaret yollar1 ve Hindistan’dan Hicaz’a gelen hacilar vasitasiyla tiim
diinyaya yayilmistir. 1817-1823 yular1 arasinda goriilen bu
salgindan birkac yi1l sonra 1826-1836 yillarinda ikinci bir salgin
ortaya cikmustir. Ayni istikdmetle Avrupa’ya sigradiktan sonra
Irlandali muhacirlerle Kanada ve Amerika’ya ulasmistir. Bu
salginda iki yol onem tagimaktadir. Bunlardan ilki kervanlarla kara
yolu ile Iran’dan Rusya’ya gegmis, ikincisi ise deniz yolu ile &nce
Mekke’ye oradan Ortadogu ve Avrupa’ya intikal etmistir. 1846-
1862 pandemisi ikinci pandeminin istikdmetini takip etmistir. Ancak
deniz yolu daha 6n plandadir. Salgin Mekke ve Hicaz’a ulastiktan
sonra Ortadogu’dan Napoli ve Marsilya gibi biiyiik limanlarda
patlak vermistir. Bir taraftan da hacilarla Kuzey Afrika’ya
sicramigtir (Tezok, 1971: 5). Bu salginin gilizergdhini takip eden
1863-1875 pandemisi, Avrupa’da biiyiilk kayiplar neden olmakla
kalmamis, Amerika’da da iki dalga seklinde kendini hissettirmistir
(Sariyildiz, 1996: 2). 1879-1884 yillar1 arasinda goriilen besinci
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pandemi ise Hindistan’dan baslayarak biri iran digeri Mekke yolu
ile yayilmis oradan Misir ve Anadolu’ya sigramistir. Hemen hemen
ayni yollar1 takip eden 1892-1903 pandemisinde de deniz yolu 6n
plana ¢ikmustir. 6-12 y1l siiren bu salginlarda pek ¢ok insan hayatini
kaybetmistir (Tezok, 1971: 4-5).

19. yiizyilin baslarindan itibaren etkili olan kolera salginlar
karsisinda devletler bir taraftan bir takim teskilatlar kurmaya
calisirken diger taraftan da bu amansiz diismana karsi isbirligi
yolunu se¢mislerdir (Sartyildiz, 1996:4). Kolera salginim
durdurmak igin sihhiye konferanslari diizenlenmistir. 1851°de
Paris’te diizenlenen ilk Uluslararasi Sihhiye Konferansi’nda salginin
kontrol edilmesi ve engellenmesi konusunda tedbirler alinmistir
(Yilmaz, 2017: 71). lleriki yillarda da benzer sekilde uluslararasi
konferanslar yapilmistir.?

1.0smanh ‘da Kolera Salgin1 ve Miicadele Yontemleri

Osmanl1 Devleti, kitalar aras1 gegisi saglayan cografi konumu
itibariyle bir ¢ok salgin hastalikla karsilasmistir. Veba basta olmak
iizere cicek, sitma gibi salgin hastaliklarin gorildiigiic Osmanl
cografyasinda etkili olan bir diger hastalik da kolera olmustur.
Kolera salgin1 1822°de Basra Korfezi’nden, Bagdat yoluyla Anadolu
ve Akdeniz sahillerine ulagarak Osmanli topraklarinda yayilmigstir.
Bundan sonra gerek biiylik salginlar gerekse ara salginlar Osmanh

%jkincisi 1859°da Paris’te, 1866°da {igiinciisii Istanbul, dérdiinciisii 1874’te Viyana, besincisi
1881°de Washington, altincis1 1885’te Roma, yedincisi 1892°de Venedik, sekizincisi 1893’te
Dresd, dokuzuncusu 1894’te Paris, onuncusu 1897’de Venedik, onbirincisi 1903’te Paris, on
ikincisi 1911°de yine Paris ve on iigiinciisii 1922’de Varsova’da yapilmistir. Bkz. Sonmez,
2023: 99.
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topraklarindan eksik olmamis ve biiyiik ¢apli zayiata sebep olmustur
(Ayar, 2005: 17; Yilmaz, 2017: 23).

Kolera hastaliginin Anadolu’da en ¢ok gorildiigii yerler kiy1
seridi ve gecis giizergahlaridir. Anadolu’nun Bati kiy1 seridinde
bulunan Izmir ve Aydin; giiney seridinde Adana, Mersin, Antalya;
Karadeniz kiy1 seridinde Artvin, Trabzon, Giimiishane, Samsun,
Sinop; Dogu ve Giineydogu bolgelerinde Erzurum, Diyarbakir,
Mardin, Antep, Malatya, Erzincan; i¢ kesimlerde Ankara, Eskisehir,
Konya, Yozgat, Sivas’in yani sira Istanbul, salginmn goriildiigii yerler
arasindadir (Yildiz, 2014:37).

Osmanli topragi olan Hicaz’da ilki 1831 olmak iizere bu yili
takip eden seksen bes yil icinde yirmi iki defa kolera salgini
goriilmustiir. 1893°te yasanan salgin o zamana kadar ¢ikmis olan en
biiyiik ve en siddetli olanidir. Bu tarihte hac gorevini yapmak lizere
cok sayida hacinin bu topraklarda bulunuyor olmasi, hastaligin
biliylimesinde ve Olim oraninin artmasinda onemli bir faktordiir
(Sariyildiz, 1996: 61. 66).

Toplumda insanlarin bir kismu salginlar1 Allah’in iradesiyle
giinahkér insanlara gdnderilen bir ceza olarak goriirken, diger bir
kismi da salginlar1 Allah’in litfu ve sehitlik mertebesine ulasmak
icin bir yol olarak gormiislerdir (Y1ldiz, 2014:61). Halkin s6z konusu
uhrevi yaklagimlarina karsin Osmanli Devleti, salginlar karsisinda
rasyonel politikalar izleyerek ¢esitli dnlemler almistir.

Halka Bilin¢lendirme

Osmanli  Devleti, bilinglendirmeyi salginin daha da
yayllmasini engellemede bir care olarak gormiistiir. Bu ylizden



layihalar®, risaleler bastirarak ve yabanci iilkelerden getirttikleri
kitaplar1 terciime ettirerek halki bilinglendirme yoluna gitmistir.
Dogrudan halka ulagsmak zor oldugu ic¢in risaleler ve kitaplar
tagradaki yoneticilere ve memurlara ulastirilarak dncelikle bunlarin
bilin¢lendirilmesi hedeflenmistir. 1831 yilinda II. Mahmud
doneminde baglayan kolera salgininda halki bilinglendirmek
amaciyla devletin Hekimbasis1 Mustafa Behget Efendi,* Kolera
Risalesini hazirlamis ve matbaa araciliiyla 4000 niisha ¢ogaltilarak
devlet adamlarina ve halka dagitilmistir. Risale, {i¢ boliimden
olugmaktadir. Birinci bolimde hastaligin baslamasi ve belirtileri,
ikinci boliimde hastaliktan korunma yontemleri ve beslenme, tiglincii
bolimde ise hastalik basladiginda gerekli onlemler ve ilaglar
aciklanmaktadir (Pekdogan, 2019:17-18). 1847 yilinda ise Sultan
Abdiilmecid’in istegi iizerine dSnemin T1p Nazirt Hekim Ismail Pasa
bu hastalik iizerine bir risale yazmistir. Bu risalede, salginin
kokenleri, nereden baslayip yayildigi, hangi durumlarda daha
siddetli oldugu ve hastaligin tedavi yontemleri anlatilmistir (Ipek,
2023:50). Ilerleyen donemlerde de benzer risaleler yazilmustir.
Risaleler, Tiirkce basildig: gibi gayri miislimler icin farkli dillerde
de tertip edilmistir (Y1ldiz, 2014, s. 62-63; BOA. A. MKT. 150/34;
BOA. A. MKT. 152/5).°

3 Layiha: Osmanli biirokrasisinde rapor veya taslak tiirii belgeye verilen ad. Bkz. Kiitiikoglu,
2003: 116.
4 Mustafa Behget Efendi (1774-1824), 1803 yilinda III. Selim zamaminda saraya baghekim
olarak atanmustir. III. Selim’in isyan sonucu 6ldiiriilmesi ile gérevden alinmis ancak 1816’da
teniden bashekimlige atanmustir. 1821°de gorevden alinip Kesan’a siirgiine gonderilmistir. Bir
miiddet sonra Istanbul’a donerek iiiincii kez II. Mahmud tarafindan bashekim olarak
atanmustir.  Tibbin modernlesmesinde 6nemli rol oynamis, Karantina teskilatinin
kurulmasinda 6n ayak olmustur. Bkz. Kahya-Erdemir, 2000: 286.
5 Ermenice ve Rumca basilarak dagitilmugtir.
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Hekimlerin yazdig: risalelerin yani sira yurt disinda konuyla
ilgili yazilmis kitaplarin terclime edilmesine gidilmistir. Kolerayla
ilgili Ingiltere’den getirtilen kitap terciime ettirilmis ve iki cilt basilip
bir niishas1 padisaha sunulmustur (BOA. A. MKT. 150/95). Bu
risaleler disinda salginla miicadele i¢in bolgeye gonderilen hekim ve
idarecilerin karsilastiklar1 durumlarla ilgili hazirladiklari raporlar da
mevcuttur. Osmanli hiikiimeti, hekimlerden hastaliklarla ilgili
ayrintili raporlar beklemistir (Y1ldiz, 2014:64).

Halki bilin¢lendirmenin bir diger yolu da gazetelerdir.
Ozellikle Istanbul basmi biiyiik ¢aba gdstermis ve hastaliklara
yonelik bilgilendirici yayinlar yapmistir. Kalabalik mekanlardan
uzak durulmasi, temizlige dikkat edilmesi, kaynatilmis su i¢ilmesi
gibi hususlarda hassas davramilmasma deginilmistir. Istanbul
disindaki baz1 bolge gazetelerinde de benzer haberler yapilmistir.
Ornegin, 1893 yilindaki kolera salgminda Edirne gazetesinde
yayinlanan haberde halk salgma karst uyarilmig ve birtakim
onlemler  siralanmistir.  Bu  Onlemler arasinda  evlerin
havalandirilmasi, icilecek sularin kaynatilmasi, umumi tuvaletlerin
temizligine dikkat edilmesi gibi hususlara dikkat ¢ekilmistir (Y1ldiz,
2014:65).

Devlet, halki salginlardan korumak i¢in duyurular da
yapmistir. Buna 6rnek olarak 1895°te Tarsus’ta goriilen kolera
salgininin yayilmasimi engellemek i¢in, normal kanal suyunun
icilmesinin yasaklanmasi, sularin sehre uzak kuyulardan ¢ekilmesi
ya da nehrin gerisinden alinmasi ve kaynatilarak i¢ilmesi yoniinde
halka uyarilar yapilmistir. Ancak halk bu duyurulara pek kulak
asmamis ve bu ylizden salgin toplum arasinda yayilma gostermistir
(BOA. A. MKT. MHM. 564/4).



1.2. Karantina ve Kordon Uygulamasi

Osmanli topraklarina giren kolera salginina kars1 devletin bu
salginin yayilmasini 6nlemek ve miicadele etmek icin bagvurdugu
yontemlerden biri de karantinadir. Karantinalarda bekleme siiresi 40
giin oldugundan buna quarante (kirk- karantina) denilmistir
(Sariyildiz, 1994:329). Osmanli Devleti’nde karantina uygulamasi
1831°deki kolera salginiyla baslamistir. Rusya’da c¢ikan kolera
hastaliginin Avrupa’ya yayilmasini 6nlemek i¢in Fransa ve diger
devletler buradan gelecek gemilerin Osmanli Devleti tarafindan
karantina altinda bekletmesini istemistir. Bunun tizerine Sultan II.
Mahmud, halkin saglik durumuna nezaret etmek, taun ve koleranin
iilkeye girisine mani olmak, bu hastaliklar goriildiigii taktirde onu
goriildiigli yerde ortadan kaldirmak ve yayilmasin1i Onlemek
amaciyla karantina usuliiniin uygulanmasimi emretmistir. Bunun
ardindan  Istanbul’a gelen biitin gemilerin Bogazigi’nde
bekletilmesi, Karadeniz’den Istanbul’a gelecek gemilerin Biiyiik
Limanda, diger devlet gemilerinin ise Istinye Korfezi’nde bes giin
karantinada bekletilmesi karari alinmistir. Bu kurulus asamasinin
ardindan 1835°te Canakkale’de daha sistemli bir hale gelmis, burada
cadirlar kurulmus ve Istanbul’a gelecek gemiler burada
bekletilmigtir. Osmanli Devleti karantina usuliinii uygulamaya
basladiginda bu kelimenin yerine daha ¢ok ‘“usul-1 tehaffuz”,
karantina yerine de “tehaffuzhane” tabiri kullanilmistir (Sariyildiz,
2001:463). Seyhiilislam Asim Efendi’nin karantinanin caiz
olduguna dair fetva vermesi iizerine, gerekli kanunlarin hazirlanmasi
icin karantina hakkinda bilgi sahibi olan kisilerin haftada birkac kez
bir araya gelmesi ile toplanacak olan mecliste bu konunun
goriisiilmesi karar1 alinmistir. Bu dogrultuda Karantina Meclisi
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kurulmustur. Osmanli resmi gazetesi Takvim-i Vekayi’de bu
meclisin kuruldugu ilan edilmistir Bu meclis, Sihhiye Meclis,
Karantina Meclisi, Meclis-i Tehaffuz, Sthhiye Nezareti, Karantina
Nezareti gibi isimlerle anilmigtir (Sariyildiz, 2001:464). Bu mecliste
biiylik devletlerin bir, Osmanli’nin ise iki delegesi bulunurdu ve
gorevleri salgin zamaninda karantina kurallarin1 uygulamakti.
Vilayet merkezlerinde ve sehirlerde hekimler, bunlarin emirleri
altinda da gorevliler bulunurdu. Bu kisilerin de gorevleri kolera
vakasina rastladiklarinda tistlerine haber vermek ve idari islemleri
yapmakti (Yildiz, 2014).

Istanbul’un ¢esitli yerlerinde karantina noktalar1 kurulup
faaliyete baslandi. Hangi milletten olursa olsun toplu oliimlerde
Karantina Meclisi’'ne haber verilmesi ve meclisten tezkire
alinmadikca 6liilerin defnedilmemesi kural haline getirildi. Istanbul
disinda Bursa, Trabzon, Midilli, Siroz, Canakkale gibi pek ¢ok yerde
karantina noktalar1 kuruldu (Sariyildiz, 2001: 464).

Osmanl iilkesine disaridan salgin hastaliklarin girdigi 6nemli
bir giizergah olan Iran Anadolu girislerinin kontrol altma almmasi
icin de gayret gosterilmistir. 1869°da Iran’da ¢ikan kolera
hastaliginin Osmanli tarafina sirayet etmemesi i¢in sinirin uygun
yerlerine tehaffuzhaneler insa edilmistir. Ancak hastaliin bu
donemde Osmanli topraklarina girmesi engellenememistir. Iran’dan
gelecek salgina karsin tedbirlerin arttirilmasi ile 1892°de karantina
tedbirlerinin bu defa etkili oldugu goriilmiistiir. Anadolu’nun
korunmasi amactyla 6zellikle iran ve Rusya sinirinda bulunan dokuz
siir kapisindan dordii kapatilmistir (Yildiz, 2014:56).
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Osmanli Devleti’nin salgin hastaliklar1 6nleme amaciyla
uyguladig1 karantinaya kars1t birtakim isyan hareketleri de
gorilmistir. Halk, Miisliiman olmayan hekimlerin uyguladig:
karantina Onlemlerine giivenmemis ve verilen ilaclara da siipheyle
baktiklarindan karantina tedbirlerine uyum saglamalar1 zor
olmustur. Aslinda bunu temelinde de karantina yiiziinden isleri
bozulan bilingsiz kisilerin halki “karantina seriata aykiridir” diye
kiskirtmalar1 yatmaktadir. Ayrica gayri miislim hekimlerin halkin
inanclarin1 hice sayarak sergiledikleri tutumlar1 da baska bir
sebeptir. Boylece halk isyan etmistir. Devlet, isyanin Oniine gegmek
icin sorumsuz davranan hekimleri azletmis, isyan hareketine
katilanlar1 da siirgiin etmistir (Yildirim, 2006b:21). Antep’te kolera
hastaliginin ortadan kalkmasi i¢in halk duaya ¢ikmis ve duadan
donerken  karantinayr  taslayarak  uygunsuz  hareketlerde
bulunmugtur. Ayrica duadan donen cemaat halki kiskirtarak asayisi
bozmuslardir. Bu durumun arastirilmasi {izerine olay ¢ikmasindan
sorumlu tutulan iki kisi Kilis’e siirgiine gonderilmistir (BOA. MVL.
27/47; BOA. A. MKT. 149/81; BOA. DH. MKT. 168/6).

Karantina uygulamasinin daha dar kapsamli hali olan ve
hastaligin ¢ikis yerinden disar1 yayilmasini engellemek, ayni yerde
imha edilmesini temin etmek maksadiyla kordon altina alma
uygulamasina da gidilmistir. Vakanin ortaya ¢iktig1 yer ablukaya
alinip, buralara giris ¢ikislar denetim altinda yapilmistir. Salgina
yakalanan kisilerin evleri, esyalari, elbiseleri temizlenip, kordon
icerisinde kalanlarin yiyecek ve diger ihtiyaclar1 karsilanmustir.
Hastalar1 nakl eden arabalara dikkat edilmis ve hastaligin baska
yerlere sirayet etmesi engellenmeye ¢alisiimistir. Kordon bolgesinde
gorev yapan giivenlik giiclerinin siirekli ayn1 yerde beklemeleri onlar
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acisindan zor olacagindan doniisimlii  olarak caligmalari
saglanmistir (Yagcioglu, 2019: 51-52).

Kordonun siiresi genellikle on giindiir. Ancak hastaligin artik
goriilmedigi yerlerde bu siire bes giine kadar indirilmistir. Sosyal
yasantilarinin kisitlandig1 bir uygulama olmasi sebebiyle insanlarin,
kordon altina alinma endisesiyle hastalarini gizleme yoluna gittikleri
gorilmektedir. Bu yiizden hastalia yakalanan kisilerin tespiti
zorlagmis ve bu Kkisilerin  bagkalariyla temas etmeleri
Onlenememistir. Hatta hasta olan bir kisinin evi kordon altina alinsa
bile halk kapidaki zaptiyeleri atlatip, damdan dama gecerek
birbirleriyle goriismiislerdir. Bu sebeple salgin yayilmis ve kontrol
altina alinmas1 gliglesmistir. Buna Ornek olarak 1895 yilinda
Tarsus’ta ortaya cikan kolera salgmmina karsin halkin, benzer
yontemlerle devletin aldig1 tedbirleri esnetmeye ¢alismalari
gosterilebilir (Uguz, 2012:440).

Kordon uygulamasina bir baska tepki de 1894 yilinda
Bursa’da sehir disina cikamadiklari, ithtiyaglarini
karsilayamadiklarii ve ticaret yapamadiklarimi gerekge gosteren
yaklasik iki yiiz kadinin, valilik binasinin Oniinde toplanarak
kordonlarin  kaldirilmasim1  ve magduriyetlerinin  giderilmesini
istemeleridir. Yapilan tetkikler sonucu bu kadinlardan altmiginin zor
durumda oldugu anlasilmis ve bunlara ekmek, et, piring verilerek
kordon  uygulamasi1 kaldirilincaya kadar bu hizmete devam
edilmistir (Kumas, 2011:227; BOA. Y. PRK. ZB. 14/42). Kordon
uygulamasinda yasanan zorluklar sebebiyle hastaligin gorildiigi
yerlerin dezenfekte edilmesiyle yetinilmesi diger bir uygulamadir
(BOA. 1. HUS. 18/7).
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1.3. Temizlik ve Dezenfektan Islemleri

Osmanli Devleti’nde kolera salgini ile miicadele yollarindan
biri de temizlik ve hijyeni saglamak, dezenfektan ile 6nlem almaya
calismaktir. 1848 yilinda Istanbul’da kolera hastaliginin artmasi
iizerine sokaklarin temiz tutulmasi, ¢oplerin ortalikta birakilmamasi,
kasaplarin kestikleri hayvanlarin deri, iskembe ve bagirsaklarini
diikkanlara asmamasi1 ve temizlige dikkat edilmesi halka
bildirilmistir (BOA. A. MKT. 140/89).

Salgina kars1 tedbir olarak, hasta olan kisilerin esya ve giysileri
basingli su buhar ile temizlenmeye calisilmigtir. Hastaliklarin
goriildiigii ev, okul, is yeri, araba, gemi, kayik gibi mekanlar ile
postadan gelen mektup ve paketlerin dezenfekte edilmesi de dnemli
tedbirlerdendir. Bu islemler i¢in de tebhirhaneler olusturulmustur.
Tebhirhane; bugu evi, temizleme evi anlamina gelmektedir.
Buralarda etiiv makineleri ve piilverizatorler kullanilmistir. Etiiv
makinesi, bulasik ve temiz olmak tizere iki boliime agilan, iki kapagi
bulunan, bulasik esya ve giysilerin 110 derece buharla dezenfekte
edilip, kurutuldugu makinelerdir. Piilverizatorler ise, kiigiik boy etiiv
makineleridir  (Yildirirm, 2006a:413; Yildiz, 2014:244). Bu
makineler araciligiyla dezenfekte islemleri yapilarak salginin

yayilma hiz1 azaltilmaya ¢alisilmigtir.

Salginlar sirasinda halka onerilen dezenfektan maddelerden
biri de kolaylikla bulunabilen kirecti. Edirne ve c¢evresindeki
kolerada (1893-1984) asc1, kebapgi, sebzeci, berber diikkkanlar1 ve
meyhanelerin kiregle badana ettirilmesi, bir evde hastalik var ise
hekim gelinceye kadar hastanin odasina sonmemis kire¢ dokiilmesi,
tuvalet ve hastanin kullandig1 kaplarin hekimin tavsiye edecegi

ilaglarla ve kiregle dezenfekte edilmesi istenmistir. Istanbul’da da
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biitin sokaklara ve kolera odag1 olabilecek yerlere kireg
dokilmiistiir (Yildirim, 2006b:24).

Halkin daha oOnce karantinaya kars1 gosterdigi direnci,
dezenfekte iglemlerine karst da gosterdigi goriilmektedir. Hatta
toplumun dezenfekte kelimesine alisik olmamasi ve bu yiizden bu
usullerin makul goriilmesi icin dezenfekte ve dezenfeksiyon
tabirlerinin yerine temizlemek anlamindaki “tathir” ve “tanzif” gibi
kelimelerin ~ kullanim1  tercih  edilmistir (Bingdl, 2020:81).
Dezenfekte isleminden kagan kisiler sebebiyle salgin hastaliklarin
yayilma hizi da artmistir. Ornegin, Tarsus’ta bulunan gayri
miislimler cenazelerini kimseler gormeden gece karanliginda
defnetmeyi tercih etmislerdir. Bu sekilde herhangi bir dezenfekte
islemi yapilmadan defnedilen cenazeler hastaligin yayilmasina
neden olmustur (Uguz, 2012:440).

1.4. Okullarin Tatil Edilmesi

Okullar, hem kalabalik olmalar1 hem de yas grubu sebebiyle
temizlige dair biling seviyesi diisilk olan mekanlar olduklar1 i¢in
herhangi bir hastaligin ¢ikmasi durumunda son derece tehlikeli
sonuglar olusturabilecek yerlerdendir. Bu ylizden okul tatilleri
Osmanli Devleti’nde koruyucu saglik hizmetleri kapsaminda
bagvurulan yontemlerdendi. Herhangi bir okulda salgin hastalik
goriilmesi ve bildirilmesi durumunda hiikiimet yetkilileri ilgili
nezaretler (bakanliklar) araciliiyla gerekli siirelerde tatil karar1 alip
bunu okullara teblig ederdi (Bingol, 2020: 87). Kolera hastaliginin
goriildiigli donemlerde de okullar tatil edilerek salginin yayilmasini

onlemek amaglanmistir.
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1893 kolera salgininin Istanbul’da ilk gériildiigii yer olan
Haskdy ve Kasimpasa’da salgininin yayilmasi lizerine yatili okulda
kalan 6grencilerin bir siire sadece giindiiz okula devam etmeleri
kararlastirilmis ve gerektiginde bu kararin uzatilmasi planlanmaistir.
Ayrica bu hususta yabanci okullarda da gerekli tedbirlerin alinmasi
icin bilgilendirme yoluna bas vurulmustur. Kolera hastaliginin
okullarda yayilmasi {izerine ise tatil yoluna gidilmistir (BOA. A.
MKT. MHM. 591/23). Salgmnin y1l sonuna devam etmesi sebebiyle
Kiiciikcekmece kazasindaki Hamidiye koylinde de okul tatil
edilmistir (BOA. MF. MKT. 190/48). Daha sonra bu bdlgedeki tiim
okullarin tatil edilmesine karar verilmistir. Koleradan dolay1 tatil
edilen okullarin egitime diizenli bir sekilde devam etmesi 1894
yilinin baslarinda miimkiin olmustur (Ayar, 2007:374-375). Istanbul
disindaki okullarda da hastaligin yayilmasini engellemek amaciyla
tatil karar1 alinmistir. 1893 yilindaki kolera salgininda Trabzon’da
okullar siiresiz bir sekilde tatil edilmistir (BOA. MF. IBT. 34/48).
Malatya’da hastalifin yayilmasi1 iizerine Harput Vilayeti’nde
egitime ara verilmis ve salgin bitinceye kadar bu durum devam
etmistir (BOA. MF. MKT. 224/10). Koleranin 1894 yilinda
Ankara’da etkili olmasi tizerine tatil karar1 buradaki okullar i¢in de
verilmistir (BOA. MF. MKT. 221/27). 1911 yilinda tekrar etkin bir
hale gelen kolera salgininda Istanbul’daki biitiin okullar ikinci bir
emre kadar tatil edilmistir (BOA. MF. MKT. 1174/53).

Kolera salgin1 Tibbiye 6grencilerinin egitim siireclerini de
olumsuz etkilemigtir. Salgin sirasinda yeteri kadar hekim
bulunmadig1 i¢in heniiz 6grenci asamasinda bulunan hekim adaylari
gorevlendirilmis bu sebeple Ogrenciler bazi derslerden geri
kalmiglardir (BOA. 1. DH. 166/875). Kolera hastalig1 sebebiyle
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Mekteb-i Tibbiye-i Sahane’nin son simif 6grencileri Tesrih dersini
alamadiklarindan mezun olacak 6grencilere uygulanan genel sinav
ertelenmistir (Yildiz, 2014:86).

1.5. Saghk Kuruluslarimin Kurulmasi ve Hekim Tayinleri

Osmanl1 Devleti, salgin hastaliklarla miicadele amaciyla ya
mevcut hastanelerinden bazilarini salgin hastalara tahsis etmis ya da
yeni hastaneler yaptirmistir. 1865°teki kolera salgininda Tibbiye
Mektebi olan Humbarahanenin Kislasi kolera hastanesi olarak
kullanilmistir. 1871-1872 kolera salgminda ise Istanbul’un gesitli
yerlerinde koleralilar igin gecici hastaneler kurulmustur. ® Bu
salginin en 6nemli etkisi Istanbul’da Bakteriyolojihane-i Sahane nin
acilmasina neden olmasidir (Yildirim, 1985:1326). 1893 teki biiyiik
kolera salgininin kontrol altina alinabilmesi i¢in Fransa’da
hastaliklar ve asilar hakkinda aragtirma faaliyetleri yapan Pasteur
Enstitiisii’'nden yardim istenmis ve bu iliskinin sonucunda 1894’te
Istanbul’da  Bakteriyolojihane kurulmustur. Bakteriyolojihane,
ilkemizdeki ilk bilimsel arastirma kurumudur (Bing6l, 2020:81).
Fransa’dan gelen Dr. Nicolle, bakteriyolojihane miidiirii ve muallimi
olarak tibbiye Ogrencilerine ders verirken bir yandan da kolera
oldugundan siiphelenilen hastalarin ifrazatin1 ve sehir sularinin
tahlillerini yapmustir (Cakir, 2006:82).

Kolera hastaligmmin yaygin olarak goriildigi Balkan
Savaslari’nda ise Hilal-i Ahmer Cemiyeti, Istanbul’da ve yakin
cephelerde hastaneler kurmustur. ’ Istanbul’daki hastanelerde yer

6 Sehremini, Kurugesme, Beyoglu, Beykoz, Uskiidar ve Haydarpasa gibi birgok semtte gegici
hastane kurulmustur. (Yildirim, 1985: 1326).
Hilal-i Ahmer Cemiyet’i; Dariilfiinun, Vefa, Ayestefanos, Kadirga, Demirkapi, Ispartakule
hastanelerini faaliyete ge¢irmis ayrica Bandirma ve Taskisla askeri hastanelerine personel
tayin edip malzeme yardiminda bulunmustur. (Ayisig1, 2020: 53).
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kalmamas1 1lizerine Hadimkdy Hastanesi seyyar hastaneye
cevrilmistir (Ayisigl, 2020:53). Salginin devam etmesi sebebiyle
seyyar hastane kurma faaliyeti devam etmistir. (Yildirim,
1985:1327).

Kolera salginina karst devletin almis oldugu bir tedbir de
hekim tayinleridir. Hekimler bazen vilayetlerden gelen talepler
iizerine tayin edilirken bazen de devlet tarafindan merkezden salgin
bolgesine dogrudan atanmustir. Talep lizerine hekim génderimine
ornek olarak; 1848 kolera salgininda Sivas’taki yetkililer
hiikiimetten hekim istemis ve iki askeri hekim ile iki eczaci buraya
gonderilmistir. Ancak hastaligin daha da yayilmasi tizerine iki askeri
hekimin daha gonderilmesi kararlagtirilmistir (Yildiz, 2014:69).
Merkezden hekim gonderimine ise, Diizce ve Uskiib kazalarinda
kolera hastaliginin ortaya ¢ikmasinin Bolu kaymakami tarafindan
merkeze haber verilmesi {lizerine buraya hekim gdnderilmesi 6rnek
olarak gosterilebilir (BOA. A. MKT. 139/49). Yine salginin
goriildiigli yere yakin vilayette yeterli hekim varsa bu hekimlerden
bazilar1 hastaligin yaygin oldugu bdlgeye kaydirilmistir. Buna 6rnek
olarak Siirt’te ¢ikan kolera hastaliginda sehirde herhangi bir hekim
bulunmamasi lizerine Bitlis’teki hekim buraya kaydirilmistir (BOA.
DH. MKT. 2025/58).

Hekimler gonderildikleri yerlerde hastalar1 tedavi etmenin
yani sira bu bolgelerde salginla ilgili tahkikat yapmakla da
vazifelendirilmislerdi. Bu hekimlerden biri olan Serafettin
Magmumi, 1894’te Bursa’ya gonderilmisti. Magmumi bir taraftan
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hastalar1 tedavi ile ilgilenirken bir taraftan da hastaligin sebebi ve

boyutu ile ilgili incelemeler yapmustir.®

Gerek gelen talep lizerine gonderilen gerekse dogrudan
merkezden gorevlendirilen hekimler maliyeye de ytik getirmistir. Bu
nedenle devlet, bazen hekimlerin iicretlerinin Maliye Nezareti’'nce
veya belediyeler tarafindan karsilanmasina ya da halktan alinan
vergilere bu maliyetin de ilave edilerek 6denmesine yOnelmistir
(Yildiz, 2014:72).

1.6. Asilama, ila¢ Bulma ve Gelistirme Cabalar

Asilama, Ozellikle salgin hastaliklarin Oniine gecilmesini
saglayan Onemli bir etkendir. Osmanli Devleti’'nde as1
uygulamasimin ilk drnegi ¢igek hastaligi icin yapilmustir.® Kolera
salgmini onleme adma yapilan as1 ¢alismalarmi ° takip eden
Osmanli Devleti, Avrupali devletlerin kolera ile ilgili haberlerini
Tiirk¢e’ye ¢evirtmistir. Osmanli Devleti’nde kolera asist ilk defa
Balkan Savaslar1 sirasinda uygulanmistir. Bu savas sirasinda
Giilhane Hastanesi’nde Bakteriyolog Dr. Resad Riza ve Mustafa
Hilmi Beyler ilk defa kolera asisim1 hazirlamiglardir. Ordudaki

8Magmumi, hasta insanlara ilag dagitigins, 6len kisileri halka sordugunu eger sdylemezlerse
gidip taze mezar var m1 diye baktigini, daha sonra bu mezarlardakileri sorgulattigini, hastalar
camide, kahvede, arabada muayene edip ila¢ dagittigini ve hastaliktan kurtulanlarin devlete
dua ettigini belirtmistir. (Kumas, 2011:222).
9 Osmanli Devleti’nde ¢igek asisi bu konuda dnemli bir yere sahiptir. Cigek hastaligina en
erken O6nlem alinip, hastalikta goriilen deri dokiintiilerinin kabuklar1 ceviz kabuklarinda
biriktirilip saklanmistir. Cigekten korunmak istenen kisilerin kollarinda ¢izik yapilip, ¢icek
hastalarinin dékiintiilerinden alinan kabuklardan o ¢izgiye siiriilmiistiir. Insan cicegi astlamasi
olarak adlandirilan bu asilama yontemiyle hastaligin hafif atlatilmasini saglanarak, 6lim ve
sakatlanma riskini ortadan kaldirmigtir. Avrupa da, ¢igek asisini Osmanlilar araciligiyla
tanimuslardir. Bunda en 6nemli etken 1717-1718 yillar1 arasinda Istanbul’da olan Ingiliz
el¢isinin esi Lady Mary Wortly Montegue’dur. Bkz. Yildiz, 2014:26.
10Basta Jaume Ferran Clua olmak iizere bircok bilim adammin bu konuda ¢alismalar:
olmustur. Yapilan ¢aligsmalar sonucu 6lii mikroplardan etkili agilar yapilmustir. Bu ag1 1902°de
genis dl¢lide Japonya’da uygulanmigve sonra da yaygmlagmstir . (Yildirim, 1985: 1327).
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uygulamanin ¢ok iyi sonug . vermesi iizerine 1. Diinya Savasi’nda da
askerlere kolera asis1 uygulanmistir (Yildirim, 1985:1327). Daha
sonraki donemlerde de kolera hastaliginin yayilmasmi 6nlemek
adina bazi sehirlerde as1 uygulamasi mecburi tutulmustur (BOA.
MV. 243/19). Halkin yani sira saray ¢alisanlar1 da as1 uygulamasina
tabi tutulmus ve isim listeleri hazirlanarak uygulamanin her ¢alisani
kapsamasina 6zen gosterilmistir (BOA. TS.MA.e 1330/11). Kolera
asisinin  tatbiki hapishaneleri de kapsamis ve bununla ilgili
istatistikler tutulmustur (BOA. DH. MB. HPS. 159/30; BOA. DH.
MB. HPS. M. 28/61). Osmanli Devleti’nin son donemlerine kadar
salgina kars1 as1 uygulamalart devam etmis iilke digindan gelenler de

buna tabi tutulmustur.*?

Kolera salginlart devam ederken bu hastalikla miicadele
adina Osmanli hekimleri de birtakim ¢aligmalar yapmustir.
Hastaligin tedavisine katki saglamak icin terkip ve ilag hazirlama
faaliyetlerine yonelmislerdir. Bu konu ile ilgili en eski belge 1848
yilma ait Hekimbas1 Isa Efendi’nin Sultan Abdiilmecid’e sundugu
dilekgedir. Hekimbas1 dilek¢esinde Bursa’da Kesis Dagi’nda yetisen
karabas otundan bahsederek bircok tabip tarafindan hastalar
iizerinde denendigini belirtmis, kolera hastaliginin tedavisinde
kullanilmak {izere Istanbul’a getirtilip eczanelerde sattirilmasina izin
verilmesini istemistir. Bu talebi Sultan tarafindan kabul edilmistir
(BOA. 1. DH. 185/10308). Bunun disinda koleraya ¢are olarak pek
cok ilag terkibi Onerisi ve uygulamasi mevcuttur (BOA. Y. PRK. SH.
4/87; BOA. BEO. 423/317; BOA. Y. A. HUS. 206/29; BOA. Y.
PRK. ASK. 94/52; BOA. I. HUS. 32/11; BOA. Y. MTV. 47/36;

Romanya’dan deniz yoluyla gelenlerin Kavak Tahaffuzhanesi’nde, kara yoluyla gelenlerin
Sirkeci Istasyonu’nda kolera agis1 yapilmast istenmistir. Bkz. BOA. DH. I. UM. EK. 63/42.
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BOA. DH. MKT. 1780/54; BOA. DH. MKT. 1984/77;, BOA. DH.
MKT. 1883/62).

1.7. Gida Maddeleri ile ilgili Diizenlemeler

Kolera salgininin yayilmasini engellemek amaciyla devletin
aldig1 tedbirlerden biri de gida maddelerine iliskin yaptig
diizenlemelerdir. Bu baglamda bir yandan yiyecek maddelerinin
korunmasina 6zen gosterilmesi, bozulmus yiyeceklerin tiiketiminin
yasaklanmas ile ilgili kararlar ¢ikartirken diger yandan da gerekli
gida maddelerini halka dagitmaya calismistir. Ayrica temizlige
dikkat edilmesi i¢in yetkililere uyarilarda bulunmustur.

1893 yilinda ortaya ¢ikan kolera salgininda hazirlanan
ilannamede beslenme ile ilgili olarak, her tiirlii alkollii icki ve buzlu
su icilmesinden kac¢inilmasi, yiyeceklerin temiz olmasi, et ve
nisastal1 gidalarin yeteri kadar tiiketilmesi ve iyice pisirilmeden
yenmemesi, igilecek sularin 6zenle korunmasi, bunlarin kaynatilip
sogutulduktan sonra temiz kaplarda saklanarak ig¢ilmesi, kaynak
sularinin i¢ilmesinin daha faydali oldugu belirtilmistir (BOA.
Y.A.HUS. 280/80). Hanlar ve bekar odalarinda kalanlarin igecekleri
sular1 1iyi muhafaza edememeleri sebebiyle bu tiir yerlerde kolera
hastaliginin yayildig: diisiiniildiigiinden buralarda kalanlara iicretsiz
dagitilmak tizere su kaplar1 alinmasi kararlastirilmigstir. Bu kaplardan
biri su kaynatmak i¢in digeri ise kaynatilmig suyun konulmasi i¢in
tahsis edilecek ve ikisinin iizeri kapali olacakti (Ayar, 2005:255).

Kolera hastaliginin sularla bulastiginin anlasilmasi {izerine,
dere ve kuyular ile sulanarak yetistirilen sebze ve meyvelerin
tilketilmesi yasaklanmis, etlerin ve sebzelerin acikta satilmasina
engel olunmaya calisilmistir (Yildirim, 2006c¢, s. 24). Bu tedbirlerin
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uygulanmasi i¢in miifettisler gorevlendirilmistir. 1894 tarihli bir
Hifzisthha Komisyonu kararinda midye, salyangoz, istiridye ve
yengeg gibi deniz mahsullerinin avlanmasi ve satilmasi yasaklanmus,
lokantalarda bulunan bu gibi iriinlerin denize dokiilmesi
saglanmistir. Yasagin ardindan gayrimiislim ahaliye bu konu
hakkinda nasihatte bulunmalari igin Patrikhanelere tebligat
yapilmistir (Ayar, 2005:256).

Sonu¢

19. yiizyilin o6liimciil hastaliklarindan biri olan kolera,
diinyanin bir¢ok yerinde yaygin oldugu gibi Osmanli cografyasinda
da olduk¢a etkili olmustur. Osmanli Devleti salgin karsisinda
oncelikle dliimleri durdurmak, salginin yayilmasini engellemek ve

iilkede sthhi ortam1 saglamak amaciyla ¢esitli onlemler almistir.

Devlet yetkilileri bir yandan salginla ugrasirken diger taraftan
halk1 bilinglendirmeye ¢alismistir. Bunun i¢in salgin hakkinda bilgi
vererek alinmasi gereken tedbirlere deginen risaleler basmis ve tilke
geneline dagitmigtir. Gazetelerde de kolera ile ilgili haberlere yer
verilerek hastaligin yayilmasini 6nlemek adina birtakim tavsiyelerde
bulunulmustur. Devlet hastaligin yayilmasimi engellemek i¢in
karantina tedbirleri almistir. Karantina kurumunun 19. yiizyilda
sistemli bir hale getirilmesiyle dikkate deger bir basar1 elde
edilmistir. Hastaligin goriildiigii yerlere hekim, asic1 ve eczaci tayin
etmis, toplu mekanlarda onlemleri arttirmis, gerektiginde okullar
tatil etmistir. Hastaligin ortaya ¢ikmasinda ve yayilmasinda etkili
olan ¢evre kirliligi ve gida temizligi konusunda 6nemli ¢aligmalar

yapmigtir.
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Osmanl1 Devleti’nin aldig1 onlemlerle salginin yayilma hizim
azaltma ve durdurma caligmalarina halkin yaklasimi da 6nem arz
etmektedir. Halkin salgina kars1 kaderci bir sekilde yaklagmasi, basta
karantina olmak tiizere devletin aldig1 birgok Onleme karsi
cikmalarina yol agmis ve hastalikla miicadele siirecini olumsuz
etkilemistir. Hatta bazi yerlerde isyanlar ¢ikmis, halkla asker ve
biirokrat kesim kars1 karsiya kalmistir. Temizlik kurallarini ihlal
eden ve geleneksel yasam tarzi sebebiyle mesafe kurallarini

cigneyen halk, salginin yayilma hizin1 da arttirmistir.

Sonugta kolera sebebiyle ¢cok sayida insan hayatini kaybetmis,
yakinlarimi kaybeden insanlarin ruh saghigi bozulmustur. Salgin,
toplumun psikolojik, demografik ve ekonomik yapisinda
degisimlere neden olmustur. Ddénemin kosullart g6z Oniine
alindiginda devletin salginla etkin bir sekilde miicadele ettigi
cikarsamasi yapilabilir.
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BOLUM II

Forests And Forest Industry In The Province Of
Archipelago (1861- 1910)

Arzu BAYKARA TASKAYA!

INTRODUCTION

In the XIX™ century, the borders of The Eyalet of The
Archipelago (Cezayir-i Bahr-i Sefid Vilayeti) consisted of Lemnos,
Lesbos, Rhodes, Samos and Chios. (Dal 2008,Demircan 2014
,Unver ,2012 ). Forests, which are our subject, will be handled within
this geography. The forests within the borders of the province have
been tried to be handled in every aspect. The distribution,
administration and usage area of the forests, taxes levied on them,
and all kinds of issues reflected in archive documents are covered.
Industrial forests used mostly by industrial enterprises are included
in the scope of forests, fruit trees containing agricultural products are

1 Dr. Ogretim Uyesi, Dumlupinar Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Meslek Yiiksekokulu, Dis
Ticaret Bolumi, Kutahya/ Turkiye, Orchid No: 0000-0002-1712-4881,
a.baykara20@gmail.com, arzu.bkaya@dpu.edu.tr.
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not included in this sense?.The province has many forests on Rhodes,
Lesbos, Karpathos, and Chios islands. Forests were destroyed,
especially for shipbuilding in the province and for the purpose of
opening agricultural areas. Laws were also inadequate in dealing
with the ongoing destruction of the forests. As in many other issues,
the forests were handled with their economic dimensions in terms of
supporting agriculture. The sources of the study are the Presidential
Ottoman Archive documents, laws, annuals, and the works of
research in this field (Oreng, 2006, 494-498). While discussing the
situation of the forests in the province, the functioning of the
industry, which is a part of the socioeconomic structure, is also
explained, and the perspective of the people in the Ottoman State on
forests is given accordingly.

In addition to the timber for shipbuilding, the forest industry
was also a source of raw material for tar and coal produced from
forests. Forests were also seen as the basic material for the
construction of buildings in the province®. Timber was also brought
from outside the province for construction. Considering the Ottoman

2 For the fruit trees in the province, also see ;A. B. Taskaya,2022, 50-75.A.B.Taskaya ,2022,237-
269.

3 In 1894, the timber for the houses to be built in Rhodes for Cretan immigrants was also
supplied from the forests in the province. Another example is the timber to be used in the
construction of the government house on the island of Sémbeki. In the document dated 22"
June 1909 (3 Cemazielahir 1327) written by the Minister of Forestry, Mining and
Agriculture to the Ministry of Internal Affairs, it was requested to supply the timber to
be used in the government mansion to be rebuilt as 21 rooms in Symi Island.
(Sombeki). The necessary documents for the cutting of timber by Petro Yani
Kormakidi from the forests of Marmaris District were sent to the Ministry of Finance.
A document dated 4™ June 1909 (22 May 1325) was sent to the Eyalet of the Archipelago
to state that it was not appropriate to charge forest tax for this work and to specify
the amount and type of timber to be used. It was requested to examine what type and
how much timber would be cut since the exemption of timber from forest tax was
appropriate and the amount of timber would need to be reported (BOA, DH.MKT. / 2859 -
16).
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state's view of the forests and the behaviour of the people, we see
that the situation was not very different from today*. In the XIX™
century, Chandler mentioned the fires around the province while
travelling there. As well as mentioning that the fires were normal, he
also stated that fishermen and shepherds were the cause of the fires:

"Considering Bozcada and Lemnos and the mainland of Europe and Asia,
on many islands and capes, as before in Lesvos, we could discern fires, often
kindled by fishermen and shepherds, to burn the strong stalks of Turkish wheat

and dry grass in the mountains. During the day, smoke, often visible from
a distance, covered the area. " (Chandler,1825,18)°.

Osman Ragip Efendi, a forestry officer, described the
destruction of forests on the island of Lesbos in detail. It was
reported that forests were being burnt to produce pitch from the
forests on the state-owned lands in Lesbos, and the pitch produced
was being sold. Again, while timber was obtained from the forests
for shipbuilding, the timber obtained was sold, which came with
forest destruction. The biggest factor destroying the forests in Lesbos
was the unregistered transfer of forest lands belonging to the state to
individuals by some ranches (Baykara Taskaya, 2024, 116-132).

Cuinet does not give any good information about the forests in

the province: " Most of the islands in the countryside were covered with thick
forests, almost all of which have disappeared. The forests of the entire province
amount to 90,000 hectares. It is clear that unless serious care is taken of the once
very rich forests of the Ottoman Empire, they will soon be depleted through abuse.
However, some of the islands of the province still retain important remnants of

4 For education : Akaglindiiz —Nizamoglu, 2021 —Kilig, 2022 .

5> Myrtle, Daphne Juniperus Communis, Turkish Oak grow in The Eyalet of The Archipelago(
Collas ,1861,234,Newton ,1865, 138; Biliotti, 1881, 671).
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their former forest splendour. Rhodes remains the richest. Extensive coniferous
forests cover a third of its territory, covering 651,067 acres, equivalent to 507
km2. Chios has only mastic forests and olive plantations, and orchards of orange
and lemon trees. The two sides of Nikaria® are covered from one end to the other
with pine and oak. The forests shine from one end of the island to the other, on the
two slopes of the mountains that border it from south, east, and west (Cuinet, 1892,
444). In Lesvos, in addition to numerous groves and small forests, there is also a
forest of 22 km2 of fir trees. There are no forests in Lemnos. There is a shortage
of firewood and construction wood. However, fruit trees grow there, especially
almond trees, fig trees, and walnut trees; there are very few olive trees (Cuinet,
1892, 472). Imbros (Gokgeada) has small, sparse but dense, pleasant forests that
are equivalent to a beautiful forest and meet its needs (Cuinet, 1892, 357-358).
The island is crowned with small forests, the main species of which are sycamore,
laurel, myrtle, cypress, cypresses, big trees (Cuinet, 1892, 485). Forests in the
mountains of Lesvos are abundant in groves or isolated groups of chestnut,
beetroot, elm, sycamore, pine, fir, cypress, gum tree, sycamore, laurel, myrtle,
myrtle, hickory trees, but there are no significant forests. The most abundant is the
fir group covering Mount Orion and its surroundings. Covering 22 square
kilometres, this group provides a large amount of construction timber and bark
(Cuinet, 1892,452).

(....) The island of Rhodes has always been famous for its beautiful forests,
and large quantities of firewood and construction timber have been exported. Even
today, these latter forests, above all, give rise to quite large transactions. In the
early days of the Ottoman conquest, the Turks used much of the wood from the
forests of Rhodes in the construction of numerous galleys. On the one hand, the
destruction is not regulated in any way, the forests are not maintained in any way,
and neither planting nor transplanting is carried out; on the other hand, the
destruction continues as if countless abuses were not taking place. The shepherds,
suppressed unhindered, especially despite the harsh Irish laws which are not
enforced, periodically set fires in the woods to obtain grass for their flocks in the
burnt area; all these reasons, and many others which would take too long to

6 |karia or Nicaria is an island in the Aegean Sea in Greece, west of the island of Samos.
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enumerate, are reducing the forested area of the island day by day. However, it is
still about one-third of the total surface area (Cuinet, 1892, 374-375). In antiquity,
Kos had sacred groves dedicated to Aesculapius, but Caesar's murderers cut them
down to take revenge on Kos for not wanting to join them. However, the island is
not devoid of trees; there are cypress, turpentine, pine, ash, and plane tree (Cuinet,
1892, 433).

Samos does not have enough forested land to deserve the name of the
forest. But there are many beautiful trees there, especially magnificent sycamores,
oaks, and pines, which could provide a valuable source for the island's exports,
thanks to the turpentine that could be extracted in large quantities’. There are so
many chestnut trees there that there is a village named Kestant or chestnut. In
addition, there are many stalls, cotton trees, fig trees with large fruits,
pomegranate trees, laurel trees, cypress trees, and finally, all kinds of fruit trees
and orange and lemon trees that would constitute an important trade item with

their fruits (Cuinet, 1892.504-505). According to the information
given by Cuinet, the state of the forests in the province was terrible.
The existing rich forests were also being destroyed. Since there was
no obstacle to stopping this trend, destruction would continue.

7 Turpentine is a viscous liquid obtained by distillation of the resin of living trees (usually pine).
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Map : The Eyalet Of The Archipelago (BEO 861 - 64541).

If we look at the salnames (annuals) of the state, the rich forest
presence and forest diversity are emphasised. In addition, 90
thousand hectares of forest are mentioned. In the 1893 (1311) dated
salname, it was stated that there were a total of 32 forest areas in
Rhodes (1311 Salname of the Eyalet of Archipelago 157). In the
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salname dated 1894 (1312), Chief Inspector Sakir Efendi, Clerk Ali
Nihat Efendi, Rhodes Forest Cavalry Protector Mustafa Asim Efendi
were in charge (1312 dated Salname of Cezayir-i Bahr-i Sefid
Vilayeti, 84). In the salname dated 1900 (1318), very extensive
information was given under the title of forests. It was also stated
that the people of the province were interested in shipping, and
therefore, their need for timber was high. Since some of the extinct
volcanoes in many of the islands were still emitting gas, it was noted
that this led to suitable soils for growing trees. It was also noted that
deer and goats roamed in north parts of Karpathos, west of Rhodes,
Mytilene, and Chios, and that they created a marvellous scene. In the
province, carob and olives grew in the trees overlooking the coast at
the height of 1200 metres. The main forests of the province were
90.000 hectares (1318 Salname, 189-190). In the 1903 Salname of
Cezayir-i Bahr-i Sefid Vilayeti, it was mentioned that there were rich
forests in Rhodes, Chios, and Lesbos within the province. It was
recorded that there were birch, carob, yellow pine, olive, apple, pear,
chestnut and pomegranate trees on the island of Lesbos (1321
Salname of Cezayir-i Bahr-i Sefid Vilayeti, 189-190).

It is evident that the large forest cover of the province, gathered
at certain points, was eroded due to the livelihoods of the island. The
rich variety of tree species also included fruit trees. (Semsettin Sami,
1891, V.3, 1794-1795 ).Since the island's forests were a source of
livelihood, their economic significance is also evident.

The most important issue that we should pay attention to when
analysing forests is the status of the land, which is constantly
mentioned in the documents. It is possible to divide the types of land
in Ottoman land law into three: 1- Property Land. 2- Foundation
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Land. 3. Miri Land (Cin, 1991, 342-346). The ownership (rakabesi)
of the conquered lands belonged to the state and their use was given
to individuals in return for a fee called title deed tax. These lands
were called miri. However, the conquered lands were left as the
absolute property of Muslims in some provinces (Hijaz, Basra, etc.)
and non-Muslims in Lesbos, Basra and the Balkans while in some
provinces, the land was divided among the soldiers as property. The
sultan, as the owner of the state, could regulate the use and transfer
of land to others as he wished; he could donate or sell a part of the
miri land as property. The other type of land in Ottoman land law
was Vakif (Foundation) Land, and with the permission of the sultan,
a portion of miri or property land could be turned into a foundation”
(Caglar, 1985, 1563-1574 and Kog,1999, 139-140, Caglar,
2007:103).

Forests can also be classified according to the land on which
they are located (Kog, 1999, 139-140). 1- Property Land. 2-
Foundation Land. 3. Miri Land.In the first group, forests, groves,
gardens and wooded areas were property and their status was as
follows: First, it was given as property to the veterans who were seen
to be useful during the conquest (Temlik) or left in the hands of non-
Muslims in the same process. Second, it was transferred to the person
who organized the reforestation and development of a place that was
unfavourable for agriculture. Third, agricultural land was turned
into a garden or forest as a result of afforestation. The fourth is the
transfer of agricultural land and abandoned land to the person who
made efforts to grow trees or bear fruit spontaneously (huda-yi
nabit). The second type Vakif- forests, groves, gardens and wooded
areas- was one of the most important sources of foundations, the
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income from which was to be spent on the needs of the believers
(Ko¢,1999, 139-140). The third were forests, groves and coppices
with Miri status. Miri forest, also called Miri Mountain, Kari-y1
Miri, Kari-y1 Hass or Kari-y1 Hiimayun, was largely reserved for
military requirements, Istabl-1 Amire, hunting of the members of the
dynasty and the fuel needs of Istanbul (Kutluk,1948,7).

There are two other forests belonging to the Miri Forest. These
were forests called Cibal-i Miibaha, which were reserved by the state
for the timber, fuel and architectural needs of the reaya (citizens).
Unfortunately, these were the most destroyed forests. The second
group of forests and groves were coppices set aside for villages or
towns, and the residents were responsible for their protection and
cultivation. People were also able to obtain their needs from these
areas.

The status of forests in the Ottoman state should be placed
within this framework until the Tanzimat period. With the Tanzimat
edict issued in 1839, the state gave a layiha to the officials with the
implementation of Tanzimat and the taxes to be levied in case of
utilization of forests other than compulsory needs (Acun, 1945, 14
;Kog, 1999, 152). Again in this period, while the operation of the
forests was ensured with the operating rights granted to the
Miiltezim, the income obtained was low and the destruction of the
forests was quite high (Dikel ,1947, 25).

In 1858, a new law regulating land was enacted, the Land
Code. There were 5 types of land in the Ottoman Empire: 1- Arazi-i
Mamluke 2- Arazi-i Miriye 3- Arazi-i Mevkiife 4- Arazi-i Metriike
5- Arazi-i Mevat (Ko¢.1999,154). Especially for the parts of forest
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areas that were converted into agricultural areas, it was stated that
the registration of agricultural areas would be made by notifying the
sipahi (cavalryman) of the change and the registration would be
made upon payment of the title deed tax. Here, problems started
regarding the registration of forest lands. The fact that the provisions
of this law did not include the regulations needed by forests forced
foreign experts to write a new text and after a three-year preparation
period, they prepared a layiha consisting of 68 articles in 1861 (Kog,
2005, 235).

In the 1870 Forest Regulation, forests were defined as Miri
forests directly belonging to the state. 2- Forests belonging to
foundations 3. Coppices for towns and villages 4. Property
(belonging to individuals). It was stated that the laws were valid only
in the forest areas of the state. Villagers were prohibited from
destroying only state-owned lands. Therefore, the application of the
prohibition only in these areas increased the extent of forest damages
(Kog, 1999,236). With this law, the state also regulated the export of
forest products (Yigitoglu,1936,46-47 - Acun, 1945,14).

1 -Operation of Forests and Leasing (lltizam)

The state authorised the sale of the products obtained from
forests through tenders by applying the iltizam procedure. This
practice was applied to prevent the misuse of forests®. The
management was carried out under certain conditions. In iltizam, the
state transferred the taxation of temporary land leasing (mukataa)
units, which generally referred to a bundle of legal and/or sharia tax

8 For The Fixed Tax Issue of the Sporades Islands.( Oreng, 2021,587) .
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elements limited to a specific location, to the taxpayers who would
accept the taxation for a limited period of time (bond) for a certain
annual fee, which was open to competition, usually determined by
an auction and part of which was required to be paid in advance, for
a limited period of time, with a reliable guarantee (Geng, 2000, 154-
158). The Tanzimat period, while the operation of the forests was
ensured with the operating rights granted to the Miiltezim, the
income obtained was low and the destruction of the forests was quite
high (Dikel ,1947, 25).The situation was quite different for
individuals who used their own land. Article 19 of the Land Code of
30" June 1872 stated that if forests and pasturelands belonged to
lands with title deeds, landowners could use these areas as they
wished. In case the lands were common, it was reminded that they
should consult with other people. The areas where the state applied
the iltizam procedure were its own lands (Diistur, Cildi evvel, 1289,
165-200; Kog, 2005, 231-257; Erdem-Baskan, 2016, 283-303)°.

In the 1870 Forest Regulation that was stated that the laws
were valid only in the forest areas of the state. (Acun, 1945,14 -
Yigitoglu,1936,46-47) .The first concession in the province was
related to the sale of pine bark. In the document dated 26" December
1892 (6 Cemazielahir 1310), correspondence was made regarding
the dry pine bark, which was wanted to be tendered by the Ministry
of Forestry and Mining to give the miri (public property) forests on
Rhodes Island to the suitors with the decision of the conseil de
préfecture-county council (Meclis-i Idare-i Vilayet) (BOA SD. 2350
- 5). It was requested that 10.200 kurus be received in advance for
the auction and contract to be made. The provincial forest

9 See Also: Keyder, 2007,102.
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inspectorate informed the General Administration of Forest Mining
and stated that the pine bark had been sold inappropriately even
though a considerable amount of time had passed. It was requested
that 6300 kurus, the price of 1500 scales'? (kantar) of dry pine bark
found in the karyes (villages), be compensated from the fees
previously received from the miiltezims (lodgers), and the rest of the
fee be returned. Only this amount of bark was allowed to be
transported, and the contract was requested to be cancelled. The
forest ministry was notified not to sell any more bark. The
correspondence was repeated after it was reported that the importer
would apply to the court and claim damages and losses. It was
decided that in the event of an attempt by the miiltezim to make such
aclaim, it would be beyond the authority of the law to claim damages
and losses for this business, and the situation was reported to the
administrative board of the council. It was emphasised that the
matter should be examined and discussed, and a decision should be
made in accordance with the procedure and order. It was written that
the council was not responsible for this matter; the treasury inspector
requested the termination of the contract within the agreed
conditions. It was also stated that since the treasury would take care
of the losses and damages in accordance with the contract, the fee
deducted from the loss caused by the termination of the tender would
be refunded. It was reported that if the bark collected from the forests
was not sold, the treasury would suffer losses. In the document dated
25" September 1891 (20 Safer 1309) from the provincial council
administration, it was requested that the provisions of the contract

10°The attar scale used in the 1830s was 54,608 kg, the greengrocer scale 61,434 kg and the large
scale 92,151 kg (Kallek, 2001 , 317-320).
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made by the government within the framework of the law should

continue, and that the miiltezim would have to deliver the bark.

Difficulties with the miiltezim continued. It was stated that all
provinces were notified that the bark of the dry pine trees cut from
the forests in Rhodes Island could be collected and sold, and that no
other way of bark collection would be allowed. It was requested that
the decision on the cancellation of the tender be sent to the provinces
by telegram, and it was reiterated that the sale of bark from the
forests should be made at the determined amount (escar-1 maktua)
and no other way of bark collection should be allowed. The situation
was notified the lieutenant governors (the mutasarrifs), who were
directly administered by the province, and it was decided to send the
matter to the ministry. In the document dated 14" September 1893
(3 Rabiulevvel 1311), it was requested that the auctions be made on
the price determined for the dispute between the Eyalet of The
Archipelago and the Ministry of Forestry and Mining over the
auction of the pine bark in the forests belonging to the state on the
island of Rhodes. (BOA, MV. 76 - 37). Documents were sent to the
province for the price to be paid for the pine bark on the island. The
forest inspectorate was asked to notify the lieutenant governors to
collect the bark in such a way that there would be no problem with
the forest inspectorate, where 1500 kantars of bark, which was
burned from the chamber forests by the inhabitants of the towns to
open fields and which was no longer in a state of development, was
put up for auction. In the document dated 1% October 1893 (19
September 1309), the necessary information was given to the
Ministry of Forestry, Mining, and Agriculture (BOA DH.MKT.
2063 - 99). In the document dated 2" October 1893 (21 Rebiiilevvel
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1311) written by the Grand Vizier (Serdar-1 Ekrem), it was stated
that the documents sent to the centre of the province due to some
disputes with the ministry of forestry and mining and agriculture due
to the sale of pine bark in the miri forests in Rhodes Island were
processed in the internal affairs department of the Sura-y1 Devlet
(Council of State). In the memorandum that was read in the council
of ministers, it was requested that the auction of 1500 new scales
(cedid kantars) of dry pine bark from the forests held in the
provincial council of administration be carried out as per the contract
and that each kantar be given to the suitors for 12 kurus 30 coins. It
was requested that the auction was cancelled and that the bark should
be collected only from felled trees and no other bark should be
collected. It was stated to the forest inspectorate that 1500 kantars of
pine bark extracted from trees that had been destroyed by opening
fields and burning forests in the villages would be auctioned. If it
was understood that the bark would be stripped due to the damage
caused by the fire, or if only the bark turned black or the leaves
deteriorated due to the fire that did not harm the condition of the tree,
it was permitted to strip the trees in this situation. Again, to prevent
the abuse of miiltezims, it was requested that the bark of trees that
did not see fire should not be taken; it was found appropriate to sell
bark provided that it was collected from burnt trees (BOA,
DH.MKT. 45 - 18 -5).

The process of the correspondence was prolonged, and it was
decided that the tender should be cancelled. In the document dated
2" October 1893 (21 Rebiulevvel 1311), the tender of pine bark in
the miri forests of Rhodes Island was cancelled, and the sale of bark
by the forests was repeated to be collected from felled trees and
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groves if necessary. No further action was requested. It was
requested that all provinces and independent provinces be notified
of the situation and that the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the
Ministry of Mines be informed. For the sale of pine and oak bark to
be collected from the national forest, it was requested to consult with
the Forest, Mining, and Agriculture Ministry (BOA BEO, 285 -
21345). In response to the document dated 2" May 1893 (20 April
1309) of the provincial council administration and the document of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the internal affairs department of the
Sura-y1 Devlet sent a memorandum which was read in the Council
of Ministers.  According to the report, with the decision of the
provincial council of administration, it was requested to auction
1500 quantities of cut dry pine bark of the forest at a price of 12
kurus and 30 coins per kantar to the suitors. It was reported that due
to the contract in the terms of the auction, the final status of the
auction was in the direction of collecting the bark, and a licence was
requested. The Ministry of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture stated
that the tender would have to be cancelled due to some reasons. The
province stated that the delivery of the work about the barks was
required in the contract. In response to the question received from
the ministry, it was requested to inform the ministry of the auction
of forest products and materials for fuel supply in case of demand
from the forests. The forest inspectorate reported that the auction was
held. The cancellation of the auction was to be notified immediately,
and the province was notified to send the report (lahiya). With the
correspondence made in this way, the tender was cancelled as it was
deemed to be in the interest of the state.
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Due to the destruction caused by the fires in Lesvos, some
farmland was sold at auction. In the document dated 14" November
1909 (1Tesrini sani 1325) written to the Treasurer's Office of The
Eyalet of The Archipelago, the correspondence with the treasury for
the forest area and additional settlement place damaged by the forest
fire that occurred in the Franko Farm on the island of Lesbos and put
up for auction was sent from the ministry. In this way, 10 thousand
loads were reduced from 42-44 thousand loads from the burnt part
of the forest!!. Although these burnt trees had a suitor with a price
of 44 thousand loads of money at the time, the tender was held only
yesterday and it was requested that the necessary examinations be
made by the provincial forest inspector and the result be notified.
(BOA ML.EEM. 771 - 3 -12). In the document dated 3™ April 1910
(21 March 1326), after the investigations on the collection of the pine
woods auctioned by the examination of the bookkeeper of the
locality, an investigation was carried out to determine whether there
was a case of intent. The written report was organised with the
documents of Hasan Efendi, the branch officer, and other
documents, including the laws of the Administrative Council of
Sanjak (Meclis-i Idare-yi Liva). In the documents written by the
investigation officer and the deputy officer of the province, it was
requested to examine the tender of 44 thousand loads of forest trees
that were burnt last year from a total area of 4000 decares, and to
examine the purchases from these burnt trees. For this case, a
commission was formed from Kulaksizade Halim Bey, one of the
members of the provincial council of administration, forest officer
Tahsin Efendi and Hasan Efendi, the officer of the farm, with the

11 A'load is goods or amount of one hundred thousand kurus (piastres).
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examination of the Ministry of Finance (BOA ML.EEM. 771 - 3-
18). It was reported that the information required to determine the
amount of wood transported from various trees was missing. In the
explanations of the document, it was reported that 80 kurus 22 coins
should be collected. If this collection could not be made, it was
decided to collect it from the branch officer Hasan Efendi.
Documents were written to the Lesbos accountant's office and sent
to the Minister of Finance for the notification of which properties
should be recorded as income (BOA ML.EEM. 771 - 3-15). We see
that the collection problem experienced in the tender of the
farmlands, despite the loss of income due to fires was tried to be
solved. Since there are no other documents, we do not know whether
the tender was made or not.

On the island of Rhodes, some parts of the forests were
auctioned because of the destruction of the forests, and the operation
of the forests by miiltezims was not accepted. On the island of
Lesbos, it was stated that there were irregularities in the revenue
records of the land, which lost value due to forest fires in some farms.
A commission was formed for the investigations, and the
deficiencies in the collections were requested to be collected.

2-New Agricultural Areas and Pastures by Fires

Although the sanction for starting fires in Ottoman forestry
was a life sentence of galleys, the fires could not be prevented. In
addition to negligence and carelessness, forests were deliberately
burned for personal benefit (Kilig, 2020, 12). It is known that the
fires that occurred in Rhodes were deliberately set and that the
villagers were engaged in this work to open fields, and those who

attempted this work were not punished. The punishment of
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criminals, which came to the fore with the fires, did not benefit the
forests. Since the villagers themselves were the perpetrators of the
fires in the forests, the criminals could not be found. The most
important problem is the return of the burnt lands to fields or
pastures. For this reason, the most important problem is that
agricultural lands cannot be returned to forest areas'?.

The state endeavoured to put into effect the articles of the law
that it wanted to be implemented about forests. In the document
dated 8" September 1880 (3 Shawwal 1297) written to the Ministry
of Commerce of Lesbos Island, the penal proceedings to be carried
out about forest fires were collected to add the chapter requested to
Article 114 of the Forest Regulations. The Tanzimat (Reform)
Department made the necessary examinations on the documents
received by the Sura-y1 Devlet, and the chief prosecutor Kata Efendi,
gave them to the Tahrirat Department. Another document for the
indictment was sent from the province to the Sura-y1 Devlet. The
indictment was requested to be sent with another document in case
the Ottoman administration had an opinion (BOA, SD, 2348,3). In
the document dated 13" September 1880 (8 Shawwal 1297) written
by the Governor of the province to the Ministry of Commerce, the
procedure sent to the Sura-y1 Devlet for the letter on the legal
procedures to be taken regarding the forest fires that occurred in
Lesbos was repeated (BOA, SD. 2343 - 8). If the forest
administration had an opinion on the draft, it was requested to be
notified. We observed that the state was making regulations on forest
fires and asked for opinions on the articles of law to be made.

12 For forest fires : Kutluk, 1948,5.
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To prevent the destruction of forests, the state introduced
compensation (kasame procedure). 3 However, since this was not
seen as a solution, it was requested to be abandoned. In the document
dated 14" January 1909 (21 Zilhicce 1326) written by the Minister
of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture to the Ministry of Interior, | t
was stated that the inhabitants of Rhodes were burning forests and
opening fields and that necessary measures were being taken to
protect the forests. It was stated that the forgiveness of the indemnity
collected by the forest administration with the kasame upon the
lawsuit filed by the forest administration in the past encouraged the
people. Since the compensation received was incomparably less than
the damage caused by the fire, and since this indicated that there
might be other causes of forest fires that the people did not know
about, the Eyalet of the Archipelago was notified to protect the
existing forests from destruction and abuse until a regulation on the
necessary measures to be taken to prevent forest fires was prepared.
For this purpose, the continuation of the "kasame method" or the
organisation of a more effective method for this work was sent in the
document issued by the administration council of the province. In
the document dated 1 November 1908 (19 Tesrni evvel 1324), it is
stated that the amount of compensation collected through the kasame
procedure was finally 1000 kurus; however, the damage caused by
forest fires was incomparably higher than this amount. Since there is
no benefit from the application of the kasame procedure, it has been

13 Kasame (Qasamabh) is a jurisprudential term that refers to the oath sworn by the
people of the region where the murder was committed or the relatives of the deceased
to determine the criminal and financial responsibility in murders whose perpetrators
are unknown (Bardakoglu, 2001, 528-530).
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deemed appropriate to discuss the documents sent. It was requested
that the measure considered for the elimination of forest fires be
added to the forest regulation, and the situation was notified to the
ministry (BOA DH.MKT. 2714 - 13).

In 1908, it was seen that the part of the Forest Regulations
related to fires wanted to be reorganised. Since the compensation for
burnt forests was quite low, the state thought to regulate this business
in a more deterrent way.

a-Captured Offenders

Offences related to forest fires were also reflected in the
archive. In the document dated 31% December 1862 (9-Recep 1279),
it is stated that although it was known that Kostanti and Kori, who
were shown as the suspects of the forest fire in the villages of
Dimelye and Polotanya in Rhodes, were the actual perpetrators,
those who accused Yuni did not have enough information and stated
their statements by swearing to the metropolitan hall. It was stated
that the perpetrators were Yuni, a Greek citizen of the forest of
Polotanya Karye, and Dimitrin, the blacksmith Katzi Katzi from
Camlica. Investigations were initiated after three people from the
town reported the crime (BOA, MVL: 804 - 5 -2). While it was stated
that there was not enough evidence, it was understood that the
perpetrator of the forest fire in Polatanya Karye, blacksmith Katzi
Katzi from Camlica, a Greek subject, did not intentionally set this
fire. It was stated that it was caused by the carelessness of the fire
that had been lit in the forests and spread. Since there was no penalty
in the penal code for causing a fire with such carelessness, it was
requested that no penalty be imposed on the persons (non-

prosecution). After three months of the trial, it was decided that the
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individuals should be released. As shown in the reply received from
the correspondence with Admiral in chief (Kapdan-1 Derya), since
the forests were connected to the Main Navy Yard (Tersane-yi
Amire), it was requested to authorise the sale of the burnt trees if
they were useful. It was stated that the trees were miri forests and
that the forest timber would be allowed to be used as fuel for the
kitchens of the local artillery units and the soldiers there. It was
requested that the matter be reported to the governor of the province
and the Admiral in chief (BOA MVL.: 804 - 5).

The people were seen as the culprits of the forest fires on
Rhodes Island. How to prevent this problem could not be solved. The
forest destruction in 1862 repeated, and it was stated that the
villagers destroyed the forests again. The fees demanded by the state
for compensation were also not paid. According to the content
written by the deputy governor of the province and given by the
provincial forest inspectorate and read in the council of the
provincial administration, 37 thousand trees were burnt in forest fires
in Perufya and Dimelya and Alayorsa and Pilataya towns of Rhodes
in August. As stated by the dwellers, it was understood that it was
not possible to find out those who had done this. It was stated that
there were large forests on the island until ten years ago, and that the
people did this because they wanted to burn them and plant
agriculture in their place. If the perpetrators were found, they were
required to pay a tree burning fee (escar-1 muhterika bedelati) upon
the lawsuit filed by the forest administration. It is reported that the
fines should be collected from the inhabitants of the villages as
compensation "kasame™; the appropriate thing should definitely be
done, because the total amount was close to over one million kurus.
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In the document dated 7" October 1908 (11 Ramadan 1326), it was
requested to give an opinion on the document received from the
Administrative Council of the Eyalet of the Archipelago regarding
the continuation of the kasame procedure or taking a more effective
measure for the protection of the forests in Rhodes, which were
destroyed by the villagers for the purpose of opening farms (BOA
DH.MKT. 2643 - 3-2). The document received from the Provincial
Court of Appeal to the Court of Justice stated that the forest fires
were deliberately continued. In fact, it was stated that the villagers
needed more land for their fields due to the lack of housing on the
island land, and that the villagers, who could not appreciate the value
of the forests after the first and second years, when good crops were
obtained in the places where forests were opened, burned a lot of
forests every year. In this way, while the forests should be protected,
it was stated that the people were more daring with the amnesties. In
the statements given by the muhtar, the council of elders, and the
villagers acting in unison, it was revealed that they were protecting
the guilty. Although the district directorates, forestry inspectors and
officers were warned to prevent the villagers from cultivating, it was
stated that they were still cultivating in forest areas. It would be
ensured that forest areas were taken and recorded in accordance with
the law. It was stated that if the burnt forests on the island were
allowed to grow for one or two years, it would be possible for the
pine saplings to grow again during this period. The villagers would
be discouraged from forest destruction in this way and the forest
structure of the island would be restored within 5-10 years. It was
requested that this should be emphasised to the villagers in an
appropriate language and that this should be strongly emphasised to
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the officials. Therefore, the province was notified to continue the
kasame procedure or to find a more effective measure.

Lesbos Island was also one of the important areas where
forests were destroyed. The state wanted to analyse the bad situation
in the forests and ensure that measures were taken accordingly. In a
document dated 15" September 1861 (10 Rabiulevvel 1278) written
to the Ministry of Commerce and the Ministry of Finance, a
document was sent to the district governor of the island to examine
the pine forests in Lesbos belonging to the shipyard. In the
correspondence with Ministry, the necessary measures regarding the
forests were sent to the judicial council, and a document was
prepared by the council reporter (meclis-i muabir). The translated
meclisi muabir's report states that although the forests were
connected to the Main Navy Yard, many parts of the forests were
turned into cultivated fields and olive groves, and large and small
trees were cut down and sold. Since a very high amount of tar was
being produced from the forests, it was stated that the trees were set
on fire by shepherds to provide pasture. It was also stated that
sometimes travellers and various people set fire to the forests and
these fires caused damage to many places. Since it was known that
these actions caused damage to all parts of the forests, it was
requested that this situation be prevented as soon as possible.
Considering the fact that forests provided collective benefits to the
treasury, it was requested that these evils be eliminated to ensure the
protection of forests, and if production was to be carried out, action
must be taken in accordance with the forest regulations in force. It
was requested to examine the forests according to science and the
laws in force, to take the necessary measures, and to send one of the
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forest engineers, who had graduated from the forestry school with a
diploma, to Lesbos. The duration of the engineer's stay in Lesbos
was estimated to be about one and a half months, and 5000 kurus
was requested to be found for the departure of the engineer and for
his per diem to be paid from the property chest. The matter was sent
to the Ministry of Finance, and the necessary measures were ensured
that the Ministry of Commerce would be sent with the examinations
of the forest engineer in accordance with the Forest Regulations. It
was stated that the 5000 kurus received from the property chest
should be reported in accordance with the Council of Justice and that
the treasury would ensure that the necessary action was taken (BOA,
AIMKT.MVL. 132 - 26). In 1861, after this correspondence, we
know that an engineer came to Lesbos and recorded the deplorable
situation in the forests (Baykara Taskaya, 2024).

While the suspects caught in forest fires were somehow
released despite the penalties in the regulations, the inadequacy of
the compensation procedure for the burnt forest areas was seen, but
no other alternative to this method could be found. On the islands of
Rhodes and Lesbos, which harboured the richest forests of the
province, the destruction of forests by the villagers continued. On
the island of Lesbos, since the forests were damaged, an engineer
was requested to be sent to examine the extent of the damage. The
examination carried out by the forest engineer was a complete
disaster (Baykara Taskaya, 2024).

b- Registration of Forests and the Migrant Problem

We learnt from the documents that the forest lands were
opened to agriculture after the fires and that the villagers had

deliberately burnt these lands to open them for agriculture. Attempts
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to turn these lands into licenced lands also caused problems. The
state wanted these areas to be returned to their former state, that is,
to forest. Another controversy that started in these years was the sale
of the deforested areas in 1902 and the utilisation of the proceeds for
the resettlement of Muhajirs.

Table. Forest Areas Used by Rhodes Timar Karyes in 1845

Karyes Amount And Value Of Land
Amount (Acres ) Value
(Kurus)
Marga 65 1.180
Ipsitoz 4 585
Dimliye 213 2411
Dimliye Dul and Bekar | 3 30
Dimliye Kilise and | 127 2.470
Manastir
Arkipoli 27 380
Arkipoli Kilise 1 100
Isporoz 15 150
Apolke Manastir 25 1.375
Total 466,5 8.681

In 1845 the total land of some pine forests and bushes was
4.66.5 acres and its value was 8.681 kurus. (Oreng, 2006,495).

In 1858 , Especially for the parts of forest areas that were
converted into agricultural areas, it was stated that the registration of
agricultural areas would be made by notifying the sipahi
(cavalryman) of the change and the registration would be made upon
payment of the title deed tax. Here, problems started regarding the
registration of forest lands ( Kog, 2005,235). The state has been in
a combative endeavour to keep the burnt forest areas as forests. It
even demanded that the miri forest areas be used as forest areas
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again, no matter what the reason was. In a document dated 18"
August 1904 (6 Cemazeyilahir 1322), it was requested that those
who claimed ownership with or without a deed should apply to the
forest administration, although it was clear that the forest, mining
and agriculture ministry would be notified about the reforestation of
the areas converted into fields from Rhodes forests by the state.
Upon the telegram sent to the province and the negotiations with the
ministry, it was stated in the memorandum written to the Sura-y1
Devlet Miilkiye Dairesi (Civil Chamber of the Council of State)
that forests belonged to the state in general and that not even a part
of the miri forests would be given away for any reason. In the
opinion of the Ministry of Forestry and Agriculture, forests or forest
areas should be returned without any further examination. In case of
favouritism shown to individuals by land registry officials and land
registry clerks, legal proceedings were requested against the
officials. The Ministry of Land Registry and the province were
notified of this situation, and the matter was sent to the Ministry of
Internal Affairs (BOA, MV. 109 - 109).

The state wanted to ensure that the records pertaining to the
forests were kept in an orderly manner, and tried to penalise the
officials who would act in violation of the law. At the end of August,
for the decision of the Parliamentary Assembly (Meclis-i Mahsusa)
regarding the forests of Rhodes, the officials of the Defter-i Hakani
(Land Registry Office) and the land registry clerks were asked why
they did not give title deeds to the people (BOA, BEO / 2401 -
180021-4). The disputes over what to do with the forests that were
turned into agricultural land continued with the request of the
Ministry of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture to reforest the burnt
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areas. Some of the inhabitants on the lands with title deeds and some
without title deeds applied to the court. In the document dated 31°
August 1904 (19 Cemazielahir 1322) written by the Grand Vizier, it
was asked whether the persons with deeded and non-deeded zilliyets
(ownerships)* who had the right to use the forests, which could be
restored to their former state, even if they had been opened in the
past, should apply to the forest administration or the zilliyets should
apply to the court. This matter was sent to the Ministry with a
telegram from the State Council. With the document written in the
Miilkiye department and read in the council of vice presidents, it was
stated that the forests were part of the miri forests. While applying
to the courts regarding the forests in Rhodes and the forests cut
down, those who had deeds were asked to prove their deeds, and
those concerned were notified to pay attention to the protection of
the forests. Due to various reasons arising from the law, the other
party's right of disposition must be surrendered, and it could not be
claimed that every forest and forest place belonged to the heritage.
It was stated that the right to dispose of the forest area would be
determined by examining which party was right in case of a dispute
with the forest administration. It would be ensured that the case
would be heard in accordance with the general laws of the regular
court. In this way, the matter would go to the court, and the ministry
would decide on the status of these places in the court and decide to
hand them over to the forest administration, regardless of the deeds
of zilliyets. It was stated that real estate and income could be
intervened, if necessary, in transactions with zilliyeds, and it was

14 Zilliyet is taken as "The person who uses a property, whether the owner is his own or not, the
person who holds it in his hands, the possessor." If we express the word possession in a shorter
sense, we can understand it as the dominance established over movable and immovable property.
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requested that the administration should not accept those who
presented promissory notes. It is stated that for interference and
encroachment, the laws of the Sura-y1 Devlet would show evidence
and reason. Since it was known that this was not the case in this
matter, the Ministry notified the Ministry of the Bookkeeper's Office
to penalise the bookkeeper's officers and title deed clerks in the miri
forests or within the miri (BOA DH.MKT. 888 - 44).

Another issue that was considered important by the state was
the unresolved problem of registering the burnt forests and
transferring them to individuals. In the document dated 9™ June 1909
(27 May 1325), it was stated that the inhabitants of the island of
Rhodes had destroyed the forests that had been burnt and turned into
fields to expand their lands and that they had been planting these
fields for several years. Although it was necessary to make an
investigation in case of such cases, it was known that even the
owners of the fields in the vicinity of the location did not mention
their names instead of informing the people who had attempted to do
so based on the destruction of the forests. In this way, it was
requested that some of the people who did not have title deeds in
their hands would not be given the deeds they wanted in the sale to
transfer transactions by converting them into land. The increase in
the number of people attempting this work increased the destruction
by the locals. In this way, there would be no forests left on the island.
To put an end to this situation and to eliminate the destruction, it was
requested that the records of the lands be kept together with the
director of the Defter-i Hakani and the persons to be determined by
the council administration. It should be ensured that the forests and
the fields in the vicinity be visited, and the owners be given deeds,
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and according to the examination records of the Kuyud-u Hakani
(Old Land Registries), the status of each field should be examined,
and deeds should be issued accordingly, and then the records should
be arranged in a book™®. In this way, it was stated that the inhabitants
would be prevented from opening the forests and encroaching on the
neighbourhoods. It was emphasised that forests would be opened
based on the deeds to be given, and that the people would continue
to encroach, therefore, in order to return the places opened from the
forests back to the forest, a daily wage should be arranged for the
person to be appointed by the Defter-i Hakani council
administration. The situation was reported to the Ministry of
Forestry, Mining and Agriculture and the provincial council of
administration. In this way, the sale of the forests on the island to the
suitors at a price to be determined was requested to be abandoned
(BOA DH.MKT. 2883 - 63).

Forest destruction on the island had been an important issue
reflected in the documents since 1904. Since it was known that
villagers cultivated the burnt forest areas on the island of Rhodes and
burnt forests for the purpose of opening farms, the issue was
repeatedly raised. In the document written from the province to the
ministry of forestry, mining and agriculture, it was reported that
efforts were underway to return the forests that had been burnt and
turned into fields back into forests (BOA DH.MKT. 2869 - 99 -2).
In the document dated 19" June 1909 (30 Cemazeyilevvel 1327)
written to the Ministry of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture, it was
stated that the forest areas burned on the island were left unattended

15 Defter-i Hakani is the centre where the land registry records were kept and registry books were
kept during the Ottoman period.
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and were cultivated badly by the villagers. It was requested to ensure
the preservation of the forests. A document was sent to the province
about the benefit to the treasury if the places where there was no
doubt that the lands were burnt for the purpose of opening farms
were sold at a price or by auction (BOA, DH.MKT. 2849 - 58). In
the document dated 4™ July 1909 (15 Cemazielahir 1327) written to
the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the decision of the Sura-y1 Devlet
was sent for the measures to be taken for the restoration and
protection of the areas in Rhodes that were burned down from forest
to field without giving them to anyone. The forest areas burnt down
in Rhodes and Zakynthos island were taken advantage of the
looseness due to the loss of protection, and the villagers started to
cultivate them insignificantly by claiming to save them. In the
document dated 19" June 1909 (6 June 1325) sent to the province, it
was reported that the places that were no doubt burned for the
purpose of opening fields for land needs would be sold at auction or
by taking into consideration the principle of profitability close to
their value, thus providing profit to the treasury. It was stated that
the trees in the Mavroz forest, which burnt down in the vicinity of
Sanle karye of Kastelloz sub-district, decayed and 32 decares of the
area was turned into fields by the inhabitants of the karye. It was not
possible to restore the forests that had been turned into farms in this
way for a while. It was stated that if they were allowed to be handed
over to the people in return for their value or by auction, the
destruction would increase. It was stated that the state had started to
reorganise the forests with the reform activities planned to be carried
out. At that time, it was requested that these forests be planted with
pine trees or other tree species (BOA DH.MKT. 2869 - 99).
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The second region where there were problems with the
registration of forest land was Lesvos Island. While the state was
categorising the registration of forest land, it was in fact streamlining
the tax system. It categorised and explained how the lands were
registered. In the document dated 7" June 1903 (11 Rebiiilevvel
1321) (11 Rebitilevvel 1321) of the Minister of Forestry, Mining and
Agriculture, it was decided that the deeds to be submitted by the
provincial forest inspectorate to the province for the forests of
Lesbos and the deeds to be examined by the commission to be
formed from the island for those who claimed ownership of the
forests would be examined in accordance with the law. In the
examination made by the inspector who came to the island, it was
stated that the island land belonged to the treasury land and that the
ownership of the forests to the miri, or individuals would be decided
by a commission. The decision was notified to the Meclisi Idareyi
Liva. In Article 2, Paragraph 1 of the Land Law, haraci arazi (tax
taken for the conquered land given back to the owners) was
divided into two parts: haraci-yi mukasseme and harac-1 mevzufe?®.
In this record, it was stated that the land on the treasury would be
determined by the kuyud-u hakani. It was stated that the necessary
examinations of the land whose owners in the treasury land died and
whose registration was cancelled by law (arazi-yi ahiriye) would
not be appropriate. The types and parts of the island land and the

16 The ownership (rakabesi) of the conquered lands belonged to the state and their use was given
to individuals in return for a fee called ##e deed tax. These lands were called miti. However, the
conquered lands were left as the absolute property of Muslims in some provinces (Hijaz, Basra,
etc.) and non-Muslims in Lesbos, Basra and the Balkans while in some provinces, the land was
divided among the soldiers as property( Kog,1999, 139-140). In the hardc-1 vazife or haric-1
muvazzaf, the head of state imposes a tax according to the area of arable land and the type of
crop. This tax is collected even if there is no sowing or harvesting; on the other hand, if there is
more than one harvest during the year, no separate tax is collected (Kallek, 1997 , 88-90).

--59--



records of the unclaimed (mahlul) land were stated in the documents
requested from the Defter-i Hakani office. When the island was
registered as treasury land in the general writing of the island, it was
stated that the land that was not suitable for agriculture (arazi-yi
haliye and saire) was sent in the book given in the kuyud-u hakani
department, and for the haraci-yi mukasseme, agriculture was not
suitable. In the document dated 12 October 1903 (20 Recep 1321),
it was deemed to be a requirement of the law to take a certain amount
of money in the measure of arsin'’ from the revenue of the place
specified as harac-1 mukasseme and to take a determined
(maktuiyet) amount of money in the name of harac-1 mevzufe. The
objections to this were rejected since the island's land was included
in the external territory and miri forest exports had to be applied for
the export of forests. The timber and fuel exported for trade purposes
were sent to the ministry and kuyudu hakani administration to be
subjected to stamp tax in accordance with the forest laws in
accordance with the instructions of the forest regulation (BOA SD.
532 - 64). It was requested to the forest, mining and agriculture
ministry to do the necessary things (BOA, BEO, 2192 - 164354).
While keeping records of forest lands, the state endeavoured to
collect taxes from the places that belonged to it. In the document
dated 11" September 1903 (18 Cemazielahir 1321) sent to the
Tanzimat Department upon the document of the forest, mining and
agriculture ministry sent to the Sura-y1 Devlet, it was reiterated that

17 The arsin is a measure of length equal to approximately 68 centimetres.
11 Hardc-1 mukaseme consists of collecting a certain proportion of the crop, such as one-fourth
or one-fifth, regardless of the amount. (Kallek, 1997, 88-90).
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the stamp tax was to be levied on the island together with the Osiir
(tithe) tax (BOA, 1..OM. 9 - 32).

We observe that the use of state-owned lands was clearly
defined, and where taxes should be levied was reiterated. In the
document dated 22" May 1909 (9 May 1325) written to Reisi Sani
Bey Efendi, Mustafa Bey and Vasilaki Bey, it was stated that the
forests on the island of Lesbos belonged to the land belonging to
non-Muslims according to Article 2 of the Land Law, which was
registered in the treasury of the kuyudu hakani. The timber and forest
products to be exported by the inhabitants from the trees on the
unclaimed land (cibal-i miibaha) on the island were requested to be
stamped in accordance with the provisions of the forestry regulation;
and a document dated 18" April 1909 (27 Rebiiilevvel 1327) was
sent from the Tanzimat Department. According to the documents
sent by the Ministry of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture to the Sura-
y1 Devlet, according to the documents received from the Lesbos
Sanjak Council Administration, the deed procedure for the forests on
the island, which as applied with the kuyudu hakani for the law of
the forests, would have to be applied. Since the forests were
considered miri forests, it was clear what to do about the forests of
Lesbos, which were divided land (arazi-yi mukassemden)!!, to
request and examine their deed to determine the location of the
forests. In this way, the situation would have to be explained to the
provincial forest inspectorate. In the telegram, the special treatment
of all forests on the island depends on the decision of the council of
administration. Since this decision could not be challenged, the
documents sent to the forest survey committee stated that all the
lands of the island of Lesbos were registered as memluke-yi haraciye
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land. In accordance with the articles of the Land Code, it would not
be possible to determine the areas of unclaimed land (cebel-i
miibaha) called miri forests, which were classified as basic land
(arazi-yi mevad). The stony and bushy areas on the island, which
were not suitable for agriculture, had long been left free for everyone
to use. Since the mountains were open to the use of the people and
the places that were not suitable for agriculture were left to the use
of the people and since the objection of the Lesbos council
administration was based on this point, it was necessary to tax the
timber and products to be exported from the forests on the island for
the decision of the Sura-y1 Devlet. The situation was discussed with
the signature of Ali Riza Efendi, the head of the forest investigation
committee, and Sadik Bey, the deputy director of the deed, who were
sent to the Ministry of Forestry, Mining and the Defter-i Hakani. It
was not possible to use the unclaimed land (cibal-i miibaha), which
was a miri forest and belonged to the Lesbos Island arazi-yi haraciye,
in accordance with the law. It is necessary to know the boundaries
of the coppices that will be abandoned and appropriated by the
inhabitants of the towns and karyes in the unregistered residence
owned by Ali Riza Efendi. It was requested that the timber, wood
and coal from the island should be levied in accordance with the
provisions of the regulations. In case of death in the forest land
belonging to individuals, it was stated to be treated according to the
miri forest laws. It was also requested to inform the Defter-i Hakani
department for the records sent to forest, mining and agriculture
(BOA SD. 543 - 22).

In addition to the fields opened on forest lands, the idea of
settling immigrants in these areas was also brought to the agenda
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(BOA, AIMKT.MHM. / 519 - 1). 25" June 1902 (18-Rabiulevvel
1320) dated unfavourable financial status of the province was
conveyed to the province with 23™ June 1902 (10 June 1318) dated
telegram by the resettlement officer, and the ministry of mining and
agriculture was informed. It was requested that the lands that
emerged with the burning of forests in Rhodes be sold, and the
money be used for the settlement of Cretan muhajirs in Rhodes and
Kos (BOA, A}MKT.MHM. / 519 - 1). The province was notified
that the area consisting of more than 40.000 acres of land was
determined by the commission, and the fee was given to the cost
settlement of the muhajirs. The accounting department was asked to
do what was necessary and the Ministry of the Defter-i Hakani was
also notified of the situation (BOA,A.}JMKT.MHM. / 519 - 1-9). It
was stated that the proposal to generate income by selling the forests
on the island of Rhodes to those who destroyed the forests and
opened fields and dwellings would increase forest destruction and
cause more losses to the Treasury. Instead, it was thought that forest
destruction could be prevented by severely penalising those who
destroyed forests. It was notified to the province that more than
64.000 acres of land not used for the settlement of Muhajirin would
be allocated for the settlement of Muhajirin by the commission
formed by paying the price. The additional forest with documents
sent to the Ministry of the Defter-i Hakani was sent by the Minister
of Mining and Agriculture on 24™ July 1902 (17 Rebiiilahir 1320)
(BOA DH.MKT.: 613 - 13-2). We know that forests were cut down
for the construction of the houses of the muhajirs coming from Crete
(BOA, BEO / 2954 - 221537). We do not know whether the burnt
forest lands in Rhodes were sold and given to the immigrants or not.
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Because we could not find any other documents on the subject in the
archive, however, this view is negative because it was thought that
the destruction of the forests would increase in this way.

In Rhodes and Lesbos, the state wanted to ensure that the
records of the lands belonging to the state were accurately recorded
and that the lands belonging to the inhabitants were categorised
accordingly. For this purpose, by making the records precisely
defined, the objections to the taxes that the state was supposed to
collect were invalidated. At the beginning of the twentieth century,
to solve the problem of immigrants on the island of Rhodes, it was
planned to sell the unused forest lands and give the proceeds to the
immigrants. While the destruction of forests was to be prevented, the
fact that these areas were wanted to be sold even for the immigrants
explains how unsystematic the state's policy was. The problem here,
unfortunately, was that the state acted with economic concerns. In
addition, since it was known that a profit would be made from the
sale of forest areas, we see that the use of these areas by the villagers
was also wanted to be prevented.

3- Taxation and Forestry Levy

In the 1858 Land Law, it was stated that only the inhabitants
of a village or town could cut down the trees of groves and forests
that had been allocated to a village or town in the past and that these
forests were not subject to levy (Giilen - Ozdénmez, 1981, 4). In a
document dated 5" November 1893 (25 Rabiulahir 1311) written to
the Ministry of Forest Mines and Agriculture, the general
inspectorate of the province was informed. The situation was
approved by the council of the province and notified to Siikrii Efendi,

the forest inspector of Rhodes. Although the forest inspectors were
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notified to give permission to the suitors to cut wood and burn coal
before the winter season, a petition was sent with the seal of informer
Mustafa (BOA, BEO 306 - 22929) stating that the forest inspector of
Rhodes ignored the matter for his personal interests. It was stated
that the inspector's practice was illegal. It was requested that the
necessary investigations be carried out by the ministry.

The taxation of forests was organised in such a way that the
state would not suffer any loss. Also the customs clearance of the
sale of forest products abroad was also addressed. In the document
dated 19" November 1887 (14 Zilkade 1227), it was requested that
the timber tax levied on the forests of the miri lands in Rumelia and
Anatolia, which were later transferred to the hands of this or that
person, was much higher than the tax levied other than customs, and
that no tax should be collected for wood and similar things. It was
reported that the owners of the forests registered in the deed or
accident book with permission in accordance with the decision of the
sultan with the decision of the Supreme court and State Council
(Meclis-i Vala-y1 Ahkam-1 Adliyye ) and the sultan's decision were
taxed in accordance with the tax custom, regardless of the type of
timber to be cut. After this, it is stated that the customs
undersecretariat should not charge fees under other pretexts and that
the miri forests were considered unproductive forests and that
cutting forests without stamps and taxes damaged the forests. It was
emphasised that taxes are levied on wood and coal brought to
Istanbul and sold in the Ottoman Empire; however, it was deemed
appropriate to levy a tax on this wood and coal by the Municipal
police Department (Ihtisap Nezareti). It was stated that these
products were subject to customs duties when travelling to foreign
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countries and that taxes were determined at customs. However, there
were also some exceptions. It was requested to be left to the Ministry
of Commerce to determine how much tax should be levied on the
large timber purchased from the owners at a price, those that were
useful for the work of the The Office of Commander in Chief (
Tophane-yi Amire), those that were cut by machine in distant
places and allowed to be sent to Dersaadet, and those sent to foreign
countries. It was requested that the employment of the marshals
(miisiran-1 azam) and officials in the neighbourhood of a forest
should be abandoned, and that the levy of tax on timber and the levy
of tax on wood and coal should not be opposed. The ministry was
notified that the owners of the forests, which the Supreme court and
State Council had decided, would be charged one akge (small silver
coin) tax on the timber, wood, and coal they would cut and sell from
the forest (BOA C..ML., 534 - 21945).

The state followed the taxation meticulously and tried to solve
the problematic situations with the commission it formed. To
determine whether the forests, which were the subject of the
complaint of the people of the island of Ikaria Island subject to the
Sanjak of Chios against the forest officials, belonged to the state or
the people, a commission was requested to be formed by the Eyalet
of the Archipelago. A document dated 12" February 1905 (7
Zilhijjah 1322) was sent to the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry
of Forestry, Mining, and Agriculture regarding the treatment to be
taken regarding the forests in lIkaria Island. It was stated that
Balirman Ali from the island was exempted from various taxes by
giving 27.000 kurus in cash. It was stated that the person illegally
cut the trees in the forest, and coal was obtained from this timber,
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and that the local government collected one kurus from each hundred
kilos of coal, which was only stamp money. However, since forestry
officials had been demanding a tax of 6 piasters per 100 kilos for
some time, it was requested to be given up that year. The petition
signed by the chief deputy of the island's inhabitants, medical doctor
Yuann Bakili, was sent to the Ministry of Mines and Agriculture. It
was stated that the forest tax levied on the trees cut from the land that
did not belong to anyone as per the law had nothing to do with the
tax that the inhabitants of the island used and the tax that was levied
from the island in return for the Osiir. The law was requested to be
applied to the timber and materials cut and sold for trade by the
inhabitants from the state-owned forests. A commission was
established in the province to investigate where the forests belonged
and to inform the province. It was requested that the miri forests be
examined as soon as possible and reported to the province and the
ministry (BOA, BEO / 2505 - 187850). The documents written by
the Grand Vizier about the petitions were also sent to the Sura-y1
Devlet from the forest, mining, and agriculture ministry. It was
requested that the transactions be reported to the ministry with the
documents from the finance department (BOA, DH.MKT. 933 - 64).

The cases where the state collected its receivables related to
trade in different ways, such as over-taxing individuals who obtained
permission for trade, also existed in the archive. In a document dated
26" November 1905 (28 Ramadan 1323), although it was stated that
the production and export of unusable timber were prohibited, it was
requested to transfer 1600 kurus of revenue (mortgage, bill of debt)
from the forest revenue of the year 1318 to the revenue of the
Ministry for the year 1320 in return for the instalment price of
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Monsieur Karnelli, the contractor of Rhodes forests'®. A document
dated 1% December 1904 (23 Ramadan 1322) was sent from the
Ministry of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture. It was stated that their
receivables should be added to the forest revenue of 1321 (BOA,
BEO, 2709 - 203156). The document dated 3™ January 1906 (7
Zilkade 1323) written by the Minister of Finance states that the
contractor Karnelli was overcharged for 473 bushels of pine timber
due to the forests tendered to him in Rhodes. It was not accepted that
the amount, which was recorded as revenue for the person, was taken
from that year's revenue. The last instalment of the contractor's last
instalment was recorded from the forest revenues of 1318. It was
requested that the remaining 600 kurus be recorded in the forest,
mining, and agriculture ministry in the revenue of 1320. By the end
of 1320, it was notified to the ministry and the general financial
accounting that the debt should be taken from the treasury until the
end of the year 1320 and that the revenue decision should be rejected
and returned (BOA, BEO / 2734 - 205050-2). Another case was
about the confiscation of individuals' property through improper
taxation. The civil servant who caused this situation was also
penalised. When the government confiscated the pine bark that
Mihal Dakyadi, a merchant, had improperly exported from the
forests of Lesbos Island, he was taxed, and the goods were returned,
and the forestry officer who caused this situation was asked to be
prosecuted. The document dated 4" July 1889 (6 Zilkade 1306)
written to the province stated that the answer sent by the Ministry of
Finance was explained in the correspondence dated 13" May 1889

18 In the law, the form of revenue, on the other hand, means that the compensation is not paid in
advance but in parts.
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(13 Ramadan 1306). In the reply received from the ministry, it was
requested that the bark be returned to its owner with permission from
the province. It was requested that the Lesbos Island forestry
officers who had improperly granted the transport licence and
allowed the transport of the bark beforehand should come to court to
testify, and the result should be notified (BOA, DH.MKT. 1634 -
118).

In addition to the forest tax levied on forests, the state also
collected stamp tax for tar and pitch production. Although the tax
collection on sales at customs was also the subject of complaints, the
state stated that it was obliged to apply this taxation by law.

4-Trafficking Economy

Perhaps the first thing that comes to mind when one thinks of
the Eyalet of the Archipelago is smuggling activities due to the
intertwined structure of the islands and the sea. There was almost no
substance that was not smuggled in the region.

The first smuggling news reflected in the archive dates back to
1894. An investigation was initiated upon state officials'
authorisation of smuggling. In the document dated 12" April 1894
(6 Shawwal 1311), the forest inspector of the province sent a
telegram dated 12" April 1894 (6 Shawwal 1311) to the Ministry of
Forestry and Mining and Agriculture, with the signature of Ali Riza
Efendi, the Osiir Miiltezim, about the smuggling of pine bark
exceeding 5000 kg. The matter was sent to the centre of the province,
and an investigation was requested. In the telegram sent from
Rhodes by Osiir Miiltezim Ali Riza, it was stated that during the time
of Forest Inspector Sakir, destruction was made in the miri forests
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and a large amount of pine bark was smuggled (BOA, DH.MKT. 223
- 35).

The smuggling of materials obtained from forests was another
factor. In the telegram dated 19" September 1887 (1-14 Muharram
1304) written to the Interior Ministry by the governor of the Eyalet
Of the Archipelago, it was stated that the boat caught with pine bark
was caught about to sink and that damage was caused as stated in the
telegram. Since the person had made a complaint to the Greek
consul, he requested information from the ministry to be allowed to
intervene. It was stated that the Governorate of the Eyalet of the
Archipelago was asked to say what to do about this matter (BOA
DH.MKT. 1604 - 26). In another document dated 20" March 1889
(18 Recep 1306) written to the Ministry of Finance, it was decided
by the court to confiscate the boat loaded with pine bark for some
reasons, but the Governorate of the Eyalet of the Archipelago
decided to return the boat to its owner. With the telegrams dated 16"
May 1887 (22 Saban 1304) and 16" March 1899 (4 March 1315)
sent from the Governorate of the Eyalet of the Archipelago, the
matter was sent to the Ministry. It was requested that the province be
notified of the situation by telegram and the necessary action should
be taken accordingly. It was reported that if the boat was not returned
for a while, the owner would suffer losses (BOA DH.MKT.1607 -
87). We see that smuggling activities were also supported by the
Greek Government. In the document dated 14™ November 1887 (22
Tesrin-i Sani 1303) written by the governor of the province to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, it is reported from the Governorate of
the Eyalet of the Archipelago that none of the ships held with pine
bark cargo on Meis Island had a Greek flag, and the boat carrying
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the Greek vice consul's cargo weighing 10 kantars did not have a flag
either. In other words, administrators also supported smuggling
activities (BOAHR.TH. 77 - 17). The last captured smuggling vessel
belonged to 1910. It was stated in the document dated 8" May 1910
(27 Rabiulahir 1328) that five Greek-flagged seasonal boats loaded
with smuggled pine bark were caught on the Kalymnos and Kos side
(BOA DH.MUI.: 92 - 21). Although it was known that smuggling
was being carried out by sea, it was stated that forest guards should
do their job properly and it was requested to notify the forest and
mining and agriculture ministry. In the letter received from the
Ministry of Navy, prosecution was requested for this matter.

It was reported that what would be done about the products
obtained from the forests and the boats caught illegally was
according to the Forestry Regulations. In the document dated 16"
March 1889 (14 Recep 1306) written to the Ministry of Finance, the
court approved the seizure of the boat caught two years ago in the
Eyalet of the Archipelago with a load of pine bark without a permit
(tezkire). For some reasons, two telegrams were sent to the province
to the owner of the boat requesting permission for the delivery of the
boat. It was reported that such cases were subject to the provisions
of the Forest Regulations and that the treatment until then should be
carried out by the treasury. It was written that the opinions and
maxims were notified to the ministry in the document dated 6™
March 1889 (22 February 1304). Since no reply had been received
yet, the consul filed a complaint, and a telegram was sent to the
province in a hurry. The ministry was notified that the boat should
be treated according to the Forest Regulation (BOA DH.MKT.: 1605
- 87).
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We can observe from the archives that the state levied taxes on
forests and obtained economic income from them, and that there
were problems in the collection of these taxes at customs. In the
document dated 30" May 1899 (19 Muharrem 1317), it was stated
that the timber taken from Aynoroz to Lemnos with a customs
certificate was charged double the forestry tax by way of deposit
since there was no forestry certificate. This was in violation of the
document regarding not collecting forestry tax from Aynoroz. The
document dated 28" July 1896 (9 Rabiiilevvel 1316) was sent to the
Imperial Council (Divan-1 Hiimayun) Secretariat and reported to
the Ministry of Finance. Both the secretariat and the treasury were
asked by the Ministry of Finance how to act in the situation, but since
there was no such decree record, the original or a copy was requested
to be sent (BOA, BEO, 1316 - 98687).

The course of action to be taken in the forest-related problems
between Greece and the Ottoman Empire was also reflected in the
archive material. In the document dated 26" February 1899 (15
Shawwal 1316) written to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, it was
requested to inform whether the opinion of the Greek consul in
Rhodes that only the matters of the Greek subjects to be handled by
the judicial courts were subject to the war treaty and that the
transactions related to the forestry tax did not belong to the civil
authorities was correct or not. It was reported that the Greek consul
in Rhodes did not have the right to intervene in the forestry tax matter
and that the documents to be given about the matter should be sent
to the official office. According to the statement of the general
internal affairs directorate of the province, it was claimed that even
the consul would be subject to the contract to be applied only in the
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judiciary with the Greek subjects by the Greek civil administration.
The province was notified by telegram dated 18" December 1898 (6
Kanuni Evvel 1314) that the necessary action would be sent to the
civil administration in this way. It was requested that the necessary
action be taken according to the treaty's provisions due to the
consul's application to the province (BOA DH.MKT.: 2170 - 89). In
the document written to the province, it was deemed appropriate to
carry out the transactions related to the forestry official of the Greek
consul of Rhodes, which was not related to the judicial court and the
departments of the property for the events that would arise between
the Ottoman state and the Greek people after the declaration of war
in 1890, according to the situation before the treaty, as stated in the
document dated 6™ May 1900 (23 April 1316) sent to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (BOA DH.MKT. / 2349 - 55).

It was thought that it would be beneficial for the protection of
forests to move the control centre of forests to other regions. It was
stated that this would divide the administration mechanism and wear
out the administration, which was abandoned. In the document dated
27" August 1903 (3 Cemazielahir 1321), it was requested that the
forests of Biiylikada, which was connected to Meis Island, be sent
from the central province and other transactions be sent from other
provinces, and it was emphasized that this would facilitate the
transactions. In the document written to the Ministry of Forestry,
Mining and Agriculture, it was requested that the administration of
this situation by the Konya Province Forest Inspectorate was notified
to the Eyalet of the Archipelago in order to provide this situation
more easily for the ministry and safety of the officers. It was stated
that the administration of the island would remain under the
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province, and since there was a pier on the coast of Kas, it would
cause problems in the administration and protection of the island as
it would be turned into a warehouse by smugglers for both timber
and coal and smuggled goods under the surveillance of Anatolian
civil servants and zabtiye (zabtieh). Since the connection of the
island to Anatolia was not in accordance with the division of
property, it was sent to the province with the document dated 2"
August 1903 (20 July 1319) that the forest operations should be
under the administration of the Eyalet of the Archipelago forest
inspectorate as before (BOA DH.MKT. 756 - 4).

While the trees cut down by the state from the foundation lands
were the subject of complaint, it was clarified according to which the
procedures carried out by the Greek Government would be carried
out. We see that the products obtained from forests were smuggled
from the islands. While the state confiscated smuggled forest
products, it penalised the officials who thought that they turned a
blind eye to this situation.

5-Disputes
Disagreements about forests were mostly related to taxation.
The supply of timber and coal needed by the shipyard was another

problem. However, the state had to constantly check where and what
kind of forest lands were registered.

State officials' treatment of forests on privately owned lands
also caused problems. In the document dated 5" May 1873 (7
Rebielevvel 1290), the state cut down 41 olive groves belonging to
the foundation in the olive grove belonging to the land of Balizade
Dervish Foundation (miisakkafat) in Lesbos, which had borders
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with the lands of Abdi and Metelel Ibrahim. The 30 pine trees in the
foundation olive grove, totalling 71 trees, were sold by the forest
officer Mustafa Efendi to carpenters who were suitors. It was seen
in the document from Lesbos that the fee was requested for the
accident. It was stated that some pine trees in the foundation, which
was known to be owned by the miri, were cut down on the same date
because of the state's need. The matter was sent to the Sura-y1 Devlet
(BOA SD. / 2875 -40). In the document dated 9" August 1873 (14
Cemazielahir 1290), the area of the foundation was examined for the
petition (istidaname) given by Postnisin Hiiseyin Haki Efendi
regarding the cutting of the pine trees in the olive garden in the land
of Balizade Dervish Foundation (miisakkafat) 1° in Lesbos Island,
and the situation was stated in the document dated 6™ April 1872
(27 Muharram 1289) (BOA, SD. 2341 - 41). In the document dated
24" June 1874 (12 Cemazielevvel 1290), it was stated that the area
in the olive groves of Camlik was 200 acres and an investigation was
requested to be made about the trees cut down by the forestry officer.
Upon the petition of Hiiseyin Haki Efendi, the leader (postnishin)
of the dervish lodge, the document sent to the Ministry of Finance
was forwarded to the Sura-y1 Devlet. It was stated that the person
applied for a foundation on behalf of the dervish lodge. The olive
grove is located on the island, three hours long and two hours wide,
south of the large Kolonya forests. In the foundation document, it
was stated that "the olive tree in the area with certain boundaries in
the neighbourhood is given". Although it was stated that there were
only olive trees in the area where the sheikh received permission to

19 1t is used for covered assets such as houses and shops that provide income (galle)
to the foundation.
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plant, the presence of pine trees was also detected in the
examinations. Although the boundaries of the area connected to the
dervish lodge were shown in the petition, it was seen that the
previous claim was repeated. The internal affairs department of the
Sura was sent to send the foundation document and to examine and
notify the amount and neighbourhood of the foundation (BOA, SD.
256 - 17). In the document dated 4" September 1873 (11 Recep
1290) written to the Presidency of Ministry of Trusts (Evkaf-1
Hiimayun), it was stated that the request of the dervish lodge was
referred to the Sura-y1 Devlet with the documents written to the
Presidency of Finance and other records coming to the province. It
was reported to the Defter-i Hakani that there was no information
about the status of the dervish lodge on the island, and the matter
was sent to the Defter-i Hakani where the record of the foundation
was kept. The documents required for the foundation were sent to
the internal affairs department. The records were examined by the
director (tevliyet) Mustafa Efendi and the religious leader (mesihat)
Sheikh Haci Hiiseyin Efendi to examine the records and do the
necessary things. It was stated that the pine forests were included in
the foundation and that there were olive trees that were not recorded
in the book. It was reported that the olive trees were not recorded in
the foundation because the pine trees were far away. It was reported
that the treasury of Evkaf-1 Hiimayun would not interfere in the
matter and that the necessary action should be taken by the Imperial
Council and the Defter-i Hakani (BOA SD. 2876 - 41).

The unauthorised cutting down of forest trees within the
foundation lands and objections that these were personal lands also
exist in the archive documents. In the document dated 3™ January
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1895 (6 Recep 1312), it was seen that the application was made due
to the contradictory ruling and decree in the dispute about the
property of the foundation olive grove and the forest within it, where
the deceased Konpaoglu was the director (trustee) of the foundation
of the Sadlice karye mosque in Lesbos®® . The application was sent
with Hasan Efendizade Bilal Hayri's seal and signature. Hasan
Efendizade Bilal Hayri Efendi's petition, which included a request
for a legislative objection to the review of the judgement by the
Court of Appeal (Meclis-i Tedkikat-1 Seriyye) (BOA BEO, 545 -
40853), had not yet yielded any result. Since there are no other
documents in the archive, we do not know how the matter was
finalised.

One of the most important products produced from forests
was undoubtedly coal. The illegal production of coal and
irregularities of the officials were also reflected in the archives. In
the document dated 11" August 1895 (19 Safer 1313), a document
was sent to the provincial council of administration for the collection
of 1215 kurus of the cost of coal from Lambirino Ligono Efendi, the
forest tithing officer of Kardamile district in Chios, due to the loss
of coal that was illegally produced from the forest and should have
been confiscated. The judgement?! was rejected by the provincial
forest inspector and appealed. A document dated 24" July 1895 (1
Safer 1313) was written for the judgement sent to the Muhakemat
(Proceedings) department of the Sura-y1 Devlet. It was reported that
the advertisement was delivered and the government informed the

2 jeare-i Vahide is a term meaning the short-term and one-off lease of waqf properties
(Akgiindiiz, 2000,,388-389).

21 Appeal is a legal remedy that can be applied for the material and legal examination of the
judgements rendered by the courts of first instance.
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Ministry of Forestry and Agriculture and that the necessary action
was taken and that the collection of the fee of 100 kurus, which was
the fee, was delivered to the Sura-y1 Devlet. It was ensured that this
person was suspended from state service for one year, and the fee for
the writ was also collected from him (BOA, DH.MKT. /410 - 10-12

).

The state wanted to agree with the villagers to find a solution
to the congestion in the courts due to the disputes over forest lands.
As stated in the reply received from the provincial forest inspectorate
upon the proposal from the Defteri Hakani, the amount of land
opened has approached 50.000 acres, as stated in some explanations
in the provisions of the declaration issued on the cash penalties and
compensation cases against the villagers due to the destruction of
these forests. In the document dated 20" October 1902 (24 Recep
1320), the Minister of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture informed
the Defteri Hakani officer that this land could be auctioned because
the newly growing pine trees would grow with the wind blowing in
every season and the area would become a forest again in 8-10 years.
It was stated that not 15.000 liras but only 5 per cent of this amount
could be obtained in the auction. In the face of the magnitude of the
damage caused to the island forests, it was reported that the penalty
imposed by the court was 700 kurus and that this situation should
not be accepted. If they accepted the compensation close to the value
of the neighbourhood, forest destruction would increase even more.
It was stated in the document dated 3™ July 1904 (20 June 1310) that
the Ministry could not give consent to give time. It was stated that
the forests should not be given to anyone for use, that the forest
inspectorate officer of the local government should be sent to the
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places opened from the forest, and that these areas should be seized
by separating them. It should be explained to the villagers that legal
action would be taken against those who intervene in the forest areas
and burn the forests again and open fields. The villagers should be
informed that they would be severely penalised if the destruction
continued. Even if three to five protectors were appointed for the
island forests, those who dared to do this and the villagers would not
want to return the places to their former state unless they were
punished. Otherwise, it would not be possible to prevent destruction
and damage. Prevention of forest destruction would provide profit to
the treasury (BOA DH.MKT.: 613 - 13).

We see that local administrations asked about the amount of
the fee to be collected from forest products. In the document dated
9" July 1906 (17 Cemazeyilevvel1324) to the Ministry of Interior, it
was requested that the fee to be collected from forest products be
calculated from the value of the forest, and that the fee to be collected
be sent to some farm owners in the Mentese Sanjak, as requested by
the province of Aydin and the documents received from the Ministry
of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture. In the document dated 8"
March 1906 (12 Muharrem 1324), which was discussed in the
Council of Ministers held by the Sura-y1 Devlet Miilkiye Department
, it was stated that the document was sent on 17" May 1906 (4 May
1322) in response to the opinion asked from the province having
such forests (BOA, DH.MKT. 1098 - 36).

We see that the state reserved some forest lands for itself and
that the state and its institutions had a priority right to use the forests.
It was not allowed to cut the timber of the forests belonging to the
Main Navy Yard on the island of Lesbos, and the taxes to be
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collected from them were requested to be collected with permission.
In the document dated 20" June 1851 (20 Saban 1267), it was
requested to comply with the taxes to be collected from pitch and tar
and the decision to protect the forests used in the production of pitch
and tar (BOA, A.JMKT.MVL. 42 - 81). At the time, pine trees cut
from non-agricultural areas were being used to produce timber, but
these trees would gradually increase, and timber useful for the Main
Navy Yard would be cut, and thus shipbuilding on the island would
continue as it had been in the past. Due to the severe winter that
occurred a year before, the product deteriorated, and the timber
supply decreased. It was stated that the tax had been waived for at
the time to remedy the distress of the islanders caused by the severe
winter. The trees cut from the forests of the neighbourhood in the
Ottoman State to produce coal and tar were taxed with an official
licence as per the law. It was stated that although the official
appointed to collect the tar and pitch tax for the trees to be cut from
the forests to produce pitch and tar wanted to give a licence to cut
the timber, the forests were badly deteriorated. It was requested that
Admiral in chief be allowed to cut timber for the use of the Main
Navy Yard and that the trees required to produce the aforementioned
pitch and tar should be cut from brushwood and brambles, as had
been the case until then. To protect the forests, it was reported to wait
for the order sent by the Grand Vizier, or to ask for permission again,
even if the levy of tax on pitch and tar was in accordance with the
law. It was requested that it would not be appropriate to cut the
timber needed by the Main Navy Yard, and that the pitch and tar
would also be needed by the Main Navy Yard, and that this matter
should be discussed. Again, the situation was written to the district
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governor of the island, and it was requested that the matter be
notified to the Main Navy Yard and the Treasury, and that it be
examined in the council of governors and that the necessary action
be taken accordingly.

We also see that the state controlled the registered lands. In the
document written to the Defter-i Hakaniye, it was asked whether the
forests on Chios Island, which were managed by Monastery and
karyes, were included in the arazi-yi hariciye?2. In the record of the
document written to the forest, mining and agriculture ministry dated
7 June 1900 (8 Safer 1318) and sent to the Imperial Council, it was
stated that it belonged to the Defter-i Hakaniye. It was requested that
the necessary record be specified to the ministry about what kind of
land the land record was found (BOA, BEO) ,1526 - 114414). In the
document dated 19" September 1900 (24 Cemazeyielevvel 1318)
written to the Ministry of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture, it was
reported that although there was a record of the land from arazi-yi
hariciye according to the Defter-i Hakani on the island of Chios,
there was no record of the forests that had been managed by
monasteries and karyes. It was claimed that these forests were part
of the land, and upon request for information, a document dated 7'
June 1900 (8 Safer 1318), numbered 32, was sent. In the reply given
by the Imperial Council, it was stated that the record of the island
land dated back to the conquest of the island of Chios as belonging
to the Defter-i Hakani (BOA, BEO, 1551 - 116306).

22 The ownership status of the land belonging to people who are not Muslims but who want to
make peace with the Islamic state and accept to be the subjects of the Islamic state is subject to
the provisions of the peace agreement they made with Muslims.
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Opinions were sought on how much taxation should be applied
in disputes about forest lands. It was stated that fines imposed on
villagers in court cases would not prevent the damage to forest areas.
Efforts were made to ensure the production of pitch and tar obtained
from forests under certain conditions.

6-Can Forest Destruction be Prevented?

The state tried to implement various measures against forest
destruction(Dursun, 2007,333) 2. Since it was known that the
destruction of forests was also caused by economic reasons, new
fruit nurseries were established for Rhodes, and efforts were made
to benefit the people. In Lesbos, efforts were made to increase the
yield of olive groves. Another element was aimed at protecting the
existing forests. The state endeavoured to increase the number of
forest officers to prevent destruction.

In cases where it was unclear where the forest areas were
registered, administrators were notified to examine the records. In
the document dated 31 March 1861 (19 Ramadan 1277) sent to the
Ministry of Commerce and addressed to Ali Kemal Efendi, the
district governor of Lesbos, a document was sent to investigate
whether the forest known to belong to the state called Camlik in
Lesbos belonged to the people or not. The land was requested to be
examined and whether this forest belonged to the people or the state
(BOA, AMKT.MHM. / 213 - 65). In the document written to the
Ministry of Commerce, it was requested that the opinion of the
District Governor be taken into consideration for the status of the
pine forests and the answer be reported accordingly.

23 For problems that continue today :Bilgin 2008.
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The State sent officials to investigate the extent of forest
violations. In several provinces, the state sent forest inspectors to
investigate the situation in the forests. In the document dated 24™
December 1895 (7 Recep 1313) written by the Minister of Forestry
and Mining Agriculture, Ali Riza Efendi, one of the inspectors of the
Ministry of Forestry, who came to Izmir, Aydin, Denizli, Soke and
Koycegiz Mekri (Fethiye), Mugla, Milas and Rhodes for 217 days
and 434 hours to investigate the forests in 1zmir, Aydin and Rhodes,
was to be paid 9000 kurus in total for 150 days, which was the salary
and per diem. A telegram dated 6™ July 1893 (24 June 1309) was
sent, and it was found appropriate to pay the fee from the budget of
that year (from the inspector's budget). As a result, it was decided to
give 4020 kurus from the officer's per diem allocated for inspections
(BOA, SD. 521 - 48).

In the face of the increasing extent of forest destruction,
protectors were tried to be put into action. The fact that the payment
to be made to the civil servants was constantly discussed in the
documents reveals how important the financial dimension of the
work was. In the document dated 14™ July 1887 (22 Shawwal 1314)
written by the Minister of Forestry, Mining, and Agriculture for the
forests of the island of Rhodes, it was stated that the provisions of
the proclamation applied for the compensation lawsuits filed against
the villages for the capture of those who burned the forests that were
destroyed by burning or peeling the bark had expired; however,
forest destruction continued. It was reported that villagers had
cleared nearly 50.000 acres of land from the forest so far. Since it
would be possible to grow forests again in 8-10 years, it was
requested that these areas be returned to the people to save the places
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used without title deeds and that two people be appointed as
guardians to protect the forests. It was stated that the correspondence
should be forwarded to the forest inspector of the province and that
the matter had been sent to the province and the forest inspectorate.
The fresh saplings to be grown on this land would be preserved
together with the existing forests. For this purpose, it was stated that
the salary of the two protectors, which was 200 kurus, was 4800
kurus per year. It was stated that 128 kurus per year was required
for the forest cavalry inspectorate established in the Silta District and
their stationery expenses. It was reported to the accounting
department that the ministry should pay this fee from the provincial
reform provision (BOA, SD. 527 - 56).

It was considered important for the state to send guards to
forest areas or to increase the number of guards. However, the main
issue was the work's economic budget, as reflected in the archive
documents. The document dated 22" March 1900 (20 Zilkade
1317), which was referred to the Sura-y1 Devlet by the Ministry of
Forestry, Mining, and Agriculture, was read in the finance
department, and the necessary action was referred to the Ministry of
Forestry, Mining and Agriculture (BOA, 1..OM. 6 - 47). Another
action to prevent forest destruction was to increase the number of
forest guards. In the document dated 15" April 1900 (14 Zilhicce
1317) written by the Grand Vizier to the Ministry of Forestry and
Mining, the situation of the guards was repeated (BOA, BEO, 1474
- 110492). In the document dated 11" September 1900 (29 August
1316) written to the Ministry of Forestry, Mining, and Agriculture,
it was requested that the officers assigned to examine the forest land
to be converted into fields in the Eyalet of the Archipelago be given
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two mecidi salaries in addition to their per diems. (BOA DH.MKT.
/ 2421 - 88). In the document dated 21 April 1901 (2 Muharram
1319) of the Minister of Forestry, Mining, and Agriculture, it was
repeated that the officers of the Defter-i Hakani who would go with
the officer sent to survey the forest areas in Rhodes that were turned
into farms should be given a per diem. It was notified to the province
that the persons who would be sent to the villages with a fee of 2
mecidiye per person in addition to the per diem should be given 2
mecidiye per person as a necessary expense apart from the per diem
of the Defter-i Hakani officer together with the members of the
provincial council of administration. However, in the documents
received, it was written that nothing else would be given to the
individuals other than the per diem. The Ministry of Internal Affairs
was notified of the situation and a copy of the document sent to the
province was also notified to the Ministry. It was requested that the
document be reorganised, and if it was necessary to pay more per
diem in accordance with the per diem decree, the remainder should
be paid from the local authority. The decision of the Compensation
Department of the Sura-y1 Devlet was notified to the province as it
was deemed necessary. It was requested that the document be
examined by the decision of the council of administration of the
province and that 2 mecidi per day be given to the officer for the
examination of the forest lands in accordance with the per diem
expenses. (BOA SD. 530 - 10). 2.5 per diem was written to the
Ministry of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture and the situation was
requested to be investigated. The document dated 22" April 1901 (3
Muharrem 1319), which was referred to the Sura-y1 Devlet by the
Ministry of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture, was read in the
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Finance Department. It was notified to the province that the officials
to be sent to investigate the forest areas in Rhodes that had been
turned into fields should be given 2 mecidi per day in addition to the
per diem; and that the officials of the Defter-i Hakani who would
come to the villages together with the members of the council of
administration of the province should be given 2 mecidi per person
for necessary expenses in addition to the per diem (BOA, BEO, 1673
- 125423).

Since the state thought that the destruction was due to
economic reasons, it tried to dissuade the villagers from destruction
by increasing the number of fruit trees. In the document dated 25™
October 1901 (12 Recep 1319), the head of the Rhodes Agricultural
Development Commission requested that olive and fruit saplings be
brought from the Anatolian coast for Rhodes Island and distributed
to the inhabitants free of charge and that their costs be covered (BOA
SD. 531 —8,Tansel, 2013, 31- 39). Since the agriculture of the island
was to be increased and the inhabitants were poor, it was requested
that the saplings be covered from the Agricultural Bank's siiliisan
temliks (Aydimn, 2022, 41)** . Taking 8000 kurus per year for olive
trees from the Lesbos Agricultural Bank's siiliisan temliks was found
appropriate. The Ministry of Commerce and Public Works (Ticaret
ve Nafia Nezareti) was asked to order permission and notify the
Ministry by telegram. The state wanted to prevent the villagers from
destroying the forests and to increase the number of trees. Again, for
the promotion of agriculture in Rhodes Island, the Minister of

24 According to the 1888 Regulation, "Ziraat Bank kept 1/3 of its annual profit as capital and 2/3
was transferred to the Ministry of Forestry, Mining and Agticulture for the development of
agriculture and animal husbandry. This amount was defined as sulusan temlik.
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Forestry, Mining, and Agriculture, in a document dated 16™ January
1902 (6 Shawwal 1319), requested permission to spend 8000 kurus
from the budget allocated to agriculture in general by the
Agricultural Bank (muhres siiliisan allocation) in order to obtain
olive and fruit saplings from the Anatolian coast and distribute them
free of charge to the people. In the telegram dated 9™ January 1902
(27 Kanunievvel 1317), it was stated that the olive trees would be
brought towards the end of the autumn season and that the fee should
be transferred by telegram so as not to be postponed this year. The
Ministry of Trade and Public Works was notified to ensure that the
fee was sent (BOA SD. 530 - 63). Another application is on the same
island. It was stated that agriculture would be improved by bringing
a certain amount of common olive trees every year to the Ministry
of Internal Affairs and Forestry and Agriculture, and that 15-20
thousand kurus of income would be provided every year, since the
poor people of the towns of the island of Rhodes were having
difficulties in their livelihood. It was stated that the financial cost of
this work was 8000 liras per year and that the Rhodes tax was 50.000
kurus. It would be ensured that 1000 piastres would be added to this
fee (2% increase) and the money would be provided by allocating
the cost from the equipment of the military. The work was sent to
the ministry with the document numbered 17" March 1904 (29
Zilhicce 1321) and 82 in the internal affairs department of the Sura-
y1 Devlet (BOA, BEO 2520 - 188933). When the finance department
stated that it would not be appropriate to take money from the people,
it was reported to the Ministry that a provision could be found for
the agricultural allocation and the saplings would be distributed.

--87--



The idea of protecting the forests and increasing the number of
fruit trees was also on the agenda in Lesbos. In the document written
to the provincial governor of the province, Atif Bey, it was stated
that the Christian inhabitants requested a dredger ferry to clean the
harbour as the old harbour on the island was filled with stones from
the floods and the harbour could not be used much for trade in this
way. It was stated that the work would be notified to captain pasha
for the second time for the cleaning and arrangement of the harbour,
which was the livelihood of the upper-crust (umeras) for the revival
of trade. The document dated 21% September 1861 (16-Rabiulevvel
1278) stated that troops would be sent to several regions for the
protection of olive groves and what would be required for the
payment of their expenses. For the development of Lesbos, a dredger
and a forest and road engineer were requested to clean the old
harbour. For communication, the construction of a telegraph line, the
opening of an agricultural school, and guards for olive groves were
requested (BOA, A}MKT.MVL. 132 - 46). In the lahiya sent to the
Council of Governors written to the Office of Commander in Chief
(Seraskeriye), it was reported that the people could be employed if
necessary for the construction of roads. It was requested that a road
engineer should be sent, the demanded amount of gunpowder and
new materials should be sent, and that this should be notified to the
governor, and the lieutenant governor should act accordingly.

Forest destruction was also reported by citizens for various
reasons, which shows that the public did not remain insensitive to
forest destruction. In adocument dated 28™ June 1905 (24 Rabiulahir
1323) written to the Ministry of Forestry, Mining and Agriculture, a
telegram dated 23 June 1904 (10 June 1321) was sent to the
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province for the destruction of pine forests in Lesbos in a short
period of time, for the punishment of those who were found to be
negligent and for the protection of the forests. In a petition signed by
Sakazade Ibrahim, one of the property owners in Lesbos, the
Ministry was requested to take the necessary actions (BOA, BEO,
2609 - 195647). In the document dated 23™ August 1905 (10 June
1321) written to the provincial governor's office, it was reported that
the pine forests in Lesbos were being destroyed, and it was requested
to eliminate the negligence, to ensure forest protection, and to
eliminate the irregularities to take the necessary measures (BOA
BEO, 2610 - 195703).

Since it was known that the destruction of forests went on to
increase, the state of the forests was first analysed to prevent this.
Inspectors were sent for this purpose. Afterward, guards were
assigned to protect the forests. The next step was to provide the
people with tree saplings that would enable them to earn a livelihood,
since the destruction caused by the locals was to be prevented.

Conclusion

The presence of large forests in the province both provided
economic income to the state and was a source of livelihood for the
people who utilised the forests. This article, which we wrote by
utilising the archive of the Presidency of the Republic, shows how
the massacre of forests, which continues today, started in the
Ottoman state. The misuse of forests for different purposes continues
today. Unfortunately, forests have been destroyed in various ways.
Especially in Lesbos and Rhodes, shipbuilding, pine bark transport,
were the most important causes of destruction. In these two

provinces where forests were concentrated, forests were also
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destroyed to open agricultural land. The state resorted to various
measures to prevent this situation. We cannot say that the measures
taken by the state were effective. The destruction continued, and
forests continued to decrease rapidly.

We also explained that forests were an important source of tax
for the state and that some forest areas were being operated by giving
them to individuals through tenders. Fires also increased forest
destruction. We see that those involved somehow got away with it.
In fact, although forest fires are punishable by law, the fact that
villagers were the actual culprits prevented criminals from being
caught. The fact that the perpetrators were also members of the
public made this situation unpreventable. The state had to re-
examine some forest lands in Rhodes and Lesvos, which were
deemed suspicious, and had to reorganise the records. In this way,
forests were sought to be recorded, and the state wanted to tax the
use of forests. The forest tax and the stamp tax were established for
this purpose. The state, calculating how to save the forests, thought
of increasing the number of officers to increase security and
changing the forest control centres to manage ministry better. The
state wanted to preserve the forests that had been burnt to clear land
and endeavoured to establish new forest areas. Nevertheless, the
reduction of forests could not be prevented because fires and opening
fields were more profitable for the villagers. The planting of fruit
trees in Rhodes and Lesbos to provide income to the people were
also important efforts of the state to protect the forests.

Smuggling of pine bark from forests also caused problems for
the state. A part of the smuggling that existed all over the province
was also provided from forest products. There were problems with
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the forest taxes levied by the state on timber and pine bark sales. The
supportive attitude of the Greek government against the struggle of
the Ottoman Empire against smuggling increased the destruction of
forests in the Ottoman Empire. The state could not put a stop to
smuggling because it was also part of the economy of the people.
The state tried to collect compensation for the destruction of forests;
however, it could not collect the compensation that should have been
given. Compensation penalty for the people who burned the forests
and turned them into fields was also not a remedy for the increasing
forest massacre. Land registry officials requested that the issuance
of deeds be abolished to separate neighbourhoods opened from
forest areas. Officials who followed a different path and acted
contrary to the law were prevented. It is clear that the state took these
measures because of the failure to restore the burnt forest lands to
their original state condition, which would cause losses to the state
treasury.

The presence of forests in the province, which continued to
decrease with the destruction of forests, is significant in revealing
the state's unsuccessful policy in this field. The inability of the state
to make its presence felt politically and economically in the XIX™"
century increased the lack of authority in the province. The presence
of the state in agriculture, industry (mining), and seafood in the
province in the XIX™ century is also questionable. In this study,
which we wrote by making use of archival sources, we tried to
explain what kind of a process the forests, an important domain of
the economy as well as industry, followed in the Eyalet of the
Archipelago, as an important part of social and economic history.
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BOLUM I11

Yeni Osmanlilardan Ittihat Ve Terakkiye Osmanh
Muhalefetinin Gelisimi

Emrah CETIN

1. Giris

Batida Ronesans doneminden beri siiregelen fikirsel
degisimler bir Bati medeniyeti olgusu yaratmistir. Osmanl
Devleti’'nde 18. yiizyildan itibaren Bati karsisindaki gerilemenin
nasil durdurulacag lizerine tartigmalar baglamistir. Zamanla devletin
kotii gidisatinin nasil durdurulacagina dair ¢esitli fikirler ileri
stiriilmiistiir. Osmanlt Devleti yoneticilerinin Bati medeniyetini
yakindan tanimalar1 ve Batidaki teknik yenilikleri kendi iilkelerinde
tatbik etmeleri 18. ylizyildan itibaren baglamis ve 19. yilizyilda ivme
kazanmistir. Bu stirecte devlet idari, mali, askeri ve toplumsal hayat
alanlarinda  Batidaki  diizene  benzer  ¢esitli  1slahatlar
gergeklestirmistir. 19. ylizyilda Osmanli Devleti’nin Batililagma
hareketleri Batiy1 savunan bir aydin grubunu meydana getirmistir.
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Bu aydin grubu 1789 yilinda Fransiz Ihtilali ile ortaya ¢ikan esitlik,
adalet, o6zglrlik ve bagimsizlik fikirlerinden etkilenmis ve bu
fikirler lizerine kafa yormaya baglamiglardir. Bu aydin grubuna gore;
Osmanli Devleti’nin  kurtulusunun tek yolu “hiirriyet” ve
“anayasa”dir. Aydmlar bu konu hakkindaki fikirlerini gazete ve
mecmua gibi  basin-yaym organlarinda halka yaymaya
calismislardir. Bu calismada; Yeni Osmanlilar/Jon Tiirkler/ittihat ve
Terakki olusumunun tarihsel arka plani, aydinlarin politik ve felsefi
goriigleri, aydinlar arasindaki fikirsel ayriliklar, iktidara karsi

yiirlitiilen muhalefet hareketleri konular: ele alinacaktir.

Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nda aydin kavramina temel olarak iki
farkl1 agidan bakilabilir. Birincisi, Islam semsiyesi altinda ulema adi
verilen dindar aydimlardir. Ikincisi entelektiiel faaliyetlerle mesgul
olan entelektiiellerdir. Bu Osmanli aydinlart modernlesme
hareketinin bir iiriiniidiir. Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun bu dénemde
Bati'nin benzer kurumlarmi kurmasiyla birlikte, teknik bilgiye
erisimi olan ve yabanci dil bilen, daha sonra "Yeni Osmanlilar" ve
"Jon Tirkler" gibi isimlerle anilacak bir grup geng¢ aydin ortaya ¢ikt.
Bu aydin grubu kendilerini devletin mensubu olarak goriiyor ve
yonetimde gordiikleri yanlisliklara karsi ¢ikma haklarinin oldugunu
savunuyorlardi (Kiligbay, 1985; Ozel, 1985).

Osmanlt modernlesme hareketi icerisinde Batinin bilimsel,
askeri ve teknik bilgilerinin yani sira kiiltiirel, ekonomik, felsefi ve
politik unsurlarin da dahil edilip edilmeyecegi konusunda tartigmalar
yasandi (Aslan, 2009). 19. yiizyilda devletin modernlesmesi konusu
Osmanli aydmlarinin  siirekli glindemindeydi. Modernlesmeyi
savunan Osmanli aydinlari, Batt medeniyetinin temel kaynaginin
anayasa ve hiirriyet oldugunu ileri siiriiyorlardi (Beydilli, 2013). Bu
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iki unsurun hayata gecirilmesi halinde iilkenin modernlesecegini
diistinliyorlardi. Avrupa'ya giden Osmanli aydinlari, orada insan
haklar1 kavramini inceleyerek fikirlerini olusturdular (Ulken, 1960).
Bati toplumunun kurum ve yasam tarzlarindan etkilenen Osmanli
aydinlari, demokratik ve liberal, yeniliklere agik bir yoOnetim
istiyordu. Bu arzularm Islami yonetim altinda gergeklestirmeye
calistilar (Ortayli, 1985a). Mustafa Fazil Pasa’nin maddi destegiyle
Ali Suavi, Namik Kemal, Capanzade Agah Efendi ve Ziya Bey basta
olmak tiizere bu fikirlere sahip olan Osmanli aydinlarinin bir araya
geldigi Yeni Osmanlilar Cemiyeti 30 Agustos 1867 tarihinde
kurulmustur (Beydilli, 2013). Cemiyetin gizli siyasi faaliyet becerisi
yoktur. Cemiyetin {yeleri yabanci dilleri sayesinde Avrupa
diinyasini taniyan ve aralarinda modernist Islamciliktan liberalizme
kadar uzanan c¢esitli goriis yelpazesine sahip bir gen¢ biirokrasi
neslidir (Ortayli, 1985b). Yeni Osmanlilar devlet dairelerinde
yetismis gencglerdi. Cemiyet elestirel fikirlerini Muhbir, Tasvir-i
Efkar ve Hiirriyet gazetelerinde yaymaya calismistir. Hiikiimeti
elestirmelerinin temel nedeni Tanzimat devlet adamlarinin
politikalarin1 begenmemeleridir (Mardin, 1985). Zamanla cemiyet
mensuplari Sadrazam Mithat Pasa'y1 kendilerine lider olarak kabul
ederek onun etrafinda toplanmaya basladilar (Beydilli, 2013). Mithat
Pasa ayn1 zamanda mesrutiyet fikirlerinin de lideri oldu (Tunaya,
1985). Bu aydin grubu, Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun yéneticilerine
baski yaparak mesrutiyet fikrini kabul ettirdi (Kiligbay, 1985).
Anayasa metni, Belgika ve Fransa gibi iilkelerde o donemde
yuriirliikte olan anayasalar incelenerek tasarlandi (Ortayli, 1985c).
23 Aralik 1876'da Osmanli Imparatorlugunun ilk anayasasi
yayimlanarak yiirlirliige girdi. Anayasa, Osmanli Devleti
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topraklarinda yasayan tiim vatandaglarin esit oldugunu
vurguluyordu. Bu hiikiim Anayasa'nin 8. maddesinde "Osmanlilar,
din ve mezheplerine bakilmaksizin yalnizca Osmanli Devleti'nin
tiim vatandaglar1 sayilmalidir" climlesiyle ifade edilmistir (Distur,
1299) Burada sunu da eklemek gerekir ki, anayasa hazirlanirken
gazeteler "mesrutiyet" terimini kullanmamig, bunun yerine
“konstitlisyon”, “sartname-i esasi”, “seriat-1 esasiye” gibi terimleri
kullanmistir (Tunaya, 1985). Mesrutiyet'in ilaniyla birlikte 19 Mart
1877'de Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun ilk parlamentosu Miisliiman ve
gayrimiislim temsilcilerin  katilimiyla agildi.  Parlamentonun
acilisiyla kismen de olsa yiiriitmenin giicii artt1 ve lilkede diizeni
saglama olanagi dogdu (Tandr, 1985). Ancak II. Abdiilhamid, o
donemde Ruslarla devam eden savasi gerekge gostererek 14 Subat
1878'de anayasay1 rafa kaldirip meclisi tatil ettigini ilan etti.

2. Yeni Osmanhliktan Jon Tiirkliige Gegis

Mesrutiyetin ilantyla birlikte batililagma hareketlerinde bu
sefer onceki Batili hareketlerden farkli olarak devrimci fikirler
dogdu. 1889 yilinda askeri tip dgrencileri Ishak Sukuti, Mehmet
Resid, Abdullah Cevdet, Ibrahim Temo ve Hiiseyinzade Ali (Turan)
"Ittihad-1 Osmani" adinda gizli bir 6rgiit kurdular. Genel karisiklig
onlemek icin eklemek gerekir ki, Avrupa'da hem Yeni Osmanl
Cemiyeti iiyeleri hem de Ittihad-1 Osmani teskilat1 iiyelerine Jon
Tiirkler denilirken, Tiirkiye'de bu tanimin genellikle Ittihad-1
Osmani mensuplar i¢in kullanildig1 goriilmektedir (Aksin, 1985).
Bu 6grencilerin bdyle bir adim atmasinin nedenlerini birkag noktada
siralayabiliriz. Oncelikle okullarda Fransizca Ogretilince yabanci
basini ve tabii ki Bati'daki gelismeleri takip etme firsati buldular.
Ikincisi, tip dgrencilerinin mevcut meslektaslarindan daha deneyimli
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ve daha donanimli olduklar1 inanciyla &zgiivenleri artt1. Ugiinciisii,
Osmanli'daki usta-¢irak, padisah-kole gibi sadakat gelenegini
"anakronik" olarak degerlendiriyorlardi. Biitiin bunlara ek olarak bu
ogrencileri harekete geciren motivasyon, Ermenilerin gizli orgiitler

kurarak devlete karst miicadeleye girismeleriydi (Mardin, 1985).

Jon Tirkler, kendilerinden onceki aydimnlar gibi, Osmanli
Imparatorlugunun Bat1 karsisindaki kotii gidisati durdurmaya ve
ilkenin parcalanmasin1 engellemeye calistilar. Bunun ancak
mesrutiyetin yeniden ilan edilmesi ve anayasanin yeniden tesis
edilmesiyle miimkiin olabilecegini savundular. Orgiit ilk yillarinda
gizli hiicrelerde Orgiitlenmek ve yeni iyeler kazandirmakla
yetiniyordu. Orgiitiin savunucularindan Ahmed Riza Bey, 1889
yilinda Paris'e gitti ve Auguste Comte'un pozitivist fikirlerinden
etkilendi. Burada Pierre Lafitte'nin ¢ikardigi, pozitivist fikirlere
sahip ve fikirlerini sistematik bir sekilde aktaran Revue Occidentale
dergisi i¢in yazilar yazmaya basladi. Ahmed Riza Bey, Osmanli'nin
modernlesmesinde  kullanilmasi  gereken siyasi ve kiiltiirel
yontemleri vurgulayan Megveret gazetesini 1895 yilinda Paris'te
¢ikarmaya basladi. Ayrica Ittihad-1 Osmani teskilatinin ad1 "Osmanli
Ittihat ve Terakki Komisyonu" olarak degistirilerek teskilatin Paris
subesinin basma getirildi (Aksin, 1985; Isin, 1985). Cemiyetin
savunucularindan bir kism1 Avrupa'ya giderek Mesveret gazetesinde
yazilar yaymladi (Ulken, 1992). Aymi yil Ittihat ve Terakki
Komisyonu, Mesveret gazetesinde bir ydnetmelik yayinlayarak
kurulus nedenlerini acgikladi. Bunun 6nemli maddelerinden bazilari
sOyle: Adalet ve esitlik gibi temel insan haklarini ihlal eden mevcut
hiikiimetin idaresini yeniden dilizenlemek amaciyla tamami

Osmanlilardan olusan Osmanli Ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti'nin
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kuruldugu duyuruldu. Kararnamenin 6. maddesine gore dernegin bir
baskan1 ve merkezi Istanbul'da bulunan dért iiyeli bir yonetim kurulu
bulunacakti. 27. Maddeye gore dernege girerken yemin edilmesi
gerekiyordu. 29. maddesine gore her iiyenin, cemiyetin amacina
uygun olmasi halinde 6neride bulunma hakki vardir. Cemiyet, 1
Aralik 1895'te Paris'te Mesveret gazetesini resmi yayin olarak
yayinlamaya basladi (Hanioglu, 2001). Abdiilhamid ve
savunucularina karsi miicadele devam ederken Ahmed Riza ile
Mizanct Murad arasindaki husumet sonucunda toplulukta iki ayri
grup ortaya ¢ikt1 (Ulken, 1992). 1895 yilinda cemiyet baskanligina
Ahmed Riza'nin yerine Mizanc1 Murad Bey secildi. 1896'da Ittihat
ve Terakki Komitesi iiyeleri Abdiilhamid'e darbe planlasalar da,
planin 6grenilmesi lizerine orgiit mensuplarinin ¢ogu ihrag edildi, bir
kism1 da Avrupa'ya kagti. Cemiyetin merkezi 1897'de Paris'ten
Cenevre'ye tasindi ve Mizan dergisi burada ¢ikmaya bagladi. Bu
arada II. Abdiilhamid, tilke disindaki Jon Tiirk hareketine kars1 bir
hamle baglatarak bas hafiyesi Ahmet Celalettin Pasa’y1 Paris’e
gonderdi. Burada yayinlanan resmi bildiri ile zararli yaymnlarda
bulunanlarin padisah tarafindan affedilecegi duyuruldu. Bunun
lizerine Mizanc1 Murad Bey ve cemiyetin bazi mensuplar Istanbul'a
dondii (Aksin, 1985). Bu gelisme Ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti'nin
etkinliginin azalmasina neden oldu (Mardin, 1985).

3. Jon Tiirk Hareketinin Yeniden Canlanmasi

II. Abdiilhamid'in kayinbiraderi Damat Mahmud Pasa,
Osmanli yonetimine kars1 kisisel Ofkesi nedeniyle ¢ocuklari
Sabahaddin ve Liitfullah ile birlikte Paris'e gitti. Prens Sabahaddin,
Paris'teki muhalefet faaliyetlerine katilarak Ittihat ve Terakki
Komisyonu'nun savunucusu oldu (Aksin, 1985). Prens Sabahaddin,
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Jon Tirklerin Paris'te bir kongresini toplamaya calisti. Fransiz
hiikiimeti Jon Tiirklerin boyle bir kongre diizenlemesini zorlastirdi.
Bu nedenle kongre 4-9 Subat 1902'de Tiirkleri seven ve bagimsizligi
savunan Leter Postalis Bey'in Paris'teki evinde toplanabildi.
Kongrede Osmanli Imparatorlugu'na bagli tebaalarin neredeyse
tamami temsil edildi (Kuran, 2012). Kongre agirlikli olarak Prens
Sabahaddin'in taraftar1 olan katilimcilardan olusuyordu ve "Birinci
Jon Tiirk Kongresi" olarak adlandiriliyordu. Bu kongrede iki 6nemli
diisiince ortaya konuldu: Birincisi; devrim sadece propaganda ve
yayin yoluyla yapilamazdi, askeri giiclerin de devrimci hareketlere
katilimmin saglanmasi gerekiyordu. Ikincisi ise devrime yabanci
miidahalesini talep etmekti. Kongrede agirlikli olarak Osmanli
Imparatorlugu'nun biitiinliigii ve boliinmezligi iizerinde duruldu; i¢
giivenligin ve huzurun saglanmasi gerektigi belirtildi. Ayrica Berlin
Antlagmas1 basta olmak iizere uluslararasi anlagmalara uyulacakti.
Bu anlagmalarin hiikiimlerinin uygulanmasi i¢in olusturulacak
komisyon dis iliskilerle ilgili olacaktir. Ancak bu karar tilkeyi dis
miidahalelere karsi savunmasiz hale getirdi. Kongre'de adem-i
merkeziyet¢ilik, 6zerkligin asilmasi ve yabanci iilkelerden destek
alimmast yoniindeki tartismalar Prens Sabahaddin'e yonelik sert
elestirilere yol agt1 ve farkl goriislerde iki grup ortaya ¢ikt1 (Aksin,
1985).

Birinci Jon Tiirk Kongresi'nden sonra Jon Tiirk gruplari
arasindaki anlagsmazliklar ve daginiklik daha da artti. Boylece Prens
Sabahaddin ve grubu Kongre'ye hakim olmasina ragmen etkili bir
sekilde hareket edemedi. Sabahattin'in fikirleri Le Play! ekoliine

1 On dokuzuncu yiizyilda Fransiz sosyal diisiincesinde pozitivizmden sonra en 6nde gelen
fikir akimi Le Play’in bagimi ¢ektigi ekoldiir. Frédérick Le Play (1806-1882), monografik
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(Ozavel, 2011) ve Edmond Demolins?'in  (Giinér, 2019; Kogak,
2019) goriislerine dayanmaktadir®. Bu bakis acisina gore; sosyal

tiirden saha calismasi yiiriiten; hipotezlerini test etmek i¢in gerekli bilgileri bizzat kendisi
toplayan; sistematik, karsilastirmali ve iilkelerarasi aragtirma yapan ilk sosyal bilimcidir. Bu
ozellikleri, Le Play’e sosyolojinin onciileri arasinda yer kazandirmaktadir. Le Play’e gore
cok sayida ve cesitte toplumsal olgunun bilimsel bir gozle gozlemlenebilmesi igin,
arastirmacinin toplumun basit ve belirli bir birimini incelenmesi gerekmekteydi. Le Play
bdylece en kiigiik, basit ve temel topluluk olan aileyi ¢aligmalarina arastirma konusu olarak
secti. Ancak ona gore elde sayisal veriler olmadan yapilacak arastirmalar agik ve somut
sonuglar saglayamayacaklardi. Boylelikle Le Play metodunda aile biit¢esi, aile yasaminim
sayisal gostergesi ve toplumsal hayatin sayisal analizinin temeli olarak kullanildi.

2 Le Play’in takipgisi Edmond Demolins de fert ve aile iizerine galismalar yapmis ve Le
Play’den esinlenerek toplumsal problemleri ¢dzerken bireyi ele almanin gerektigini
savunmustur. Demolins fikirlerini “Anglo-Saksonlarm Ustiinliigiiniin Sebebi Nedir?” isimli
eserinde toplamustir. Kitabin ana noktasi iki toplum tipini belirtmesidir: “cemaatgi toplumlar”
ve “bireyci toplumlar”. Cemaatgi toplum tipinde kisi degil aile, kabile veya devlet gibi
ziimreler 6nemlidir. Bu tipin en dnemli drnegi dogu toplumlaridir. Bireyci toplum tipinde ise
6nemli olan kisidir. Bu tipin en onemli 6rnegi ise Anglo - Sakson toplumudur. Demolins,
Ingiltere’de yapilan monografik aragtirmalari temel alarak, Anglo Saksonlarm iistiinliigiiniin
girisim yetenegini gelistiren egitim sistemine dayandigini savunur. Bireyi 6zgiirlestiren ve
ozgiiven duygusunu gelistiren Ingiliz aile yapisi, Fransiz ve Alman aile yapisi ile
kiyaslanmakta ve okulun insanlarin moral ve sosyal yiikselisindeki etkisi izah edilir. Eserde
Ingiliz toplumu ek gosterilerek, kendine giiven olgusunun gelismesinin aile ici terbiye ve
egitim sistemine bagl oldugu iddia edilir. Demolins’in goriisiine gore Fransizlar, sahsi
girisimler igin adam yetistirmeyen “kendilerinden ziyade cemiyete giiveniyorken” Anglo
Saksonlarm egitimi ise “ferdiyetcilik formasyonunu esas aldigi i¢in fertler topluma karst
benliklerini koruyor, kendi basarilartyla yiikselebiliyorlardi”. Demolins, “Devlet
vatanseverligi’ne dayanan idare sekline de karsi ¢ikiyor ve bunun zitti olarak Anglo-Sakson
iilkelerinin yonetim bigimini 6rnek gosteriyordu. Bu sistem kisinin 6zel hayatinin bagimsizligi
iizerine kurulur ve fertler vatanin1 savunurken aslinda kendi hiirriyetlerini de koruma altina
almus olurlar.

3 Demolins’in gbriislerini benimseyen Prens Sabahaddin, toplumlarin iki yap1 altinda
diisiiniilebilecegini sdyleyerek; bunlardan birincisinin bireyin koreltildigi kamucu yap1
oldugunu, ikincisinin ise sahsi tesebbiisiin gelistigi ferdiyet¢i yap1 oldugunu iddia eder. Ona
gore ferdiyetgi yaptya mensup olan toplumlar digerlerinden daha iyi durumdadir giinkii bu
tipteki toplumlar kendilerine giivenen, girisken ve dolayisiyla da basarili bireyler
yetistirebilmektedir. Ozellikle ingiliz toplum yapismi &rnek olarak alan Science Sociale
ekoliine ve Prens Sabahaddin’e gore tabii ki bu savunulan ferdiyet¢i yapryr benimseyen
devletler Anglo-Sakson kokenli devletler iken bunun karsisinda kamucu yapiya mensup olan
devletler ise ozellikle Asya devletleridir. Demolins gibi Sabahaddin de “herhangi bir ulusun
kaderini tayin eden cografya, cevre, gegmisin tarihi ve diger dnemli etkenleri gérmezden
gelmek suretiyle hocasmin eserinin temel doktrinlerini kendisine ilke edinerek zihinlerde
yankilanan bir organizasyonun kurulusunu saglamistir; Tesebbiis-i Sahsi ve Adem-i
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kalkinma, adem-i merkeziyet¢ilife ve girisimeci Ozgiirliige
dayaniyordu. Prens Sabahaddin'e goére Osmanli Devleti’nin
kurtulusu icin sadece II. Abdiilhamid istibdadinin ortadan
kaldirilarak, Mesrutiyetin ilan edilmesi yetmeyecekti. Istibdadin
toplumda bu kadar kolay sona erecegini diisiinmenin bir hata
oldugunu diisiinmekteydi. Istibdatin tamamen ortadan kaldirilmasi
icin devlet yonetiminde, adem-i merkeziyet¢ilikte koklii bir reform
yapilmasi ve kisisel girisimciligin gelistirilmesi gerekiyordu. Bu
gruba karsi ¢ikan grup ise, Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun
parcalanmasin1 6nlemek icin merkeziyetciligi savundu. Osmanli
Devleti'nin bir bolgesinde Ozerklik veya benzeri bir rejim tesis
edilmesiyle bolgenin bir siire sonra imparatorluktan kopacagini
diisiiniiyorlard1 (Aksin, 1985)

Kongre sonrasinda etkin bir sekilde calisamayan Prens
Sabahaddin ve grubu, 1902 yilinda Tesebbiis-i Sahsi ve Adem-i
Merkeziyet Cemiyeti'ni kurarak Terakki dergisini yaymlamaya
basladi. Bu olaylara bakildiginda, Birinci Jon Tiirk Kongresi
sonrasinda muhalefetin goriis ayriliklarinin acik bir bdliinmeye yol
actig1 soylenebilir. Bu cemiyetin programi 27 Temmuz 1906'da
Stird-y1 Ummet'te yayimlandi. Programda temel olarak su hususlar
belirtiliyordu (Ulken, 1992):

1) Tirkiye’deki siyasi 1slahat hareketi Kanun-1 Esasi’nin
108’inci maddesinde de kabul edildigi ilizere biitiin tebaaya yayilacak

ve merkeziyetsizlik anlayisina gore uygulanacaktir.

Merkeziyet Cemiyeti”. Bu cemiyetin ismi bize Prens Sabahaddin’in klasik liberalizmden
etkilenerek kendi toplum felsefesini sekillendiren iki temel ilkeyi gostermektedir. Bagka bir
deyisle disiiniir, toplum felsefesini bireycilik diisiincesi ile dogrudan baglantili olan
Tesebbiissii Sahsi ve Adem-i Merkeziyet prensipleri ile sekillendirmistir.
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2) Belediyeler ve belediye meclisleri, nahiye ve vilayet islerine
karisabilecektir. Secilmis tiyelerden olusan umumi meclis vilayetin,

mali igleri ve tiizlikleriyle ilgilenecektir.

3) 1876°da ilan edilen mesruti idareye uygun olarak vilayetler
arasinda iletisimi saglamak ve vilayetle merkezi hiikiimet arasinda
baglant1 kurmak iizere vilayet temsilcilerinden olusan bir Mebuslar
Meclisi acilacaktir.

4) Imparatorluk tebaasinda yer alan milletler arasindaki
catismay1 ¢ozmek lizere her milletin niifusu oraninda iiyesi ve
temsilcisi bulunacaktir.

5) Yiksek okullar memleketin biitiin tebaasina acik
bulunacaktir.

6) Memleketin disiplin ve diizeni jandarma teskilati ile
saglanacak, jandarmalar Ggretmen ve subaylar tarafindan
yetistirilecektir.

7) Valiler, defterdarlar, mahkeme reisleri ve savcilar merkezi
hiikiimet tarafindan tayin edileceklerdir.

Programda temel olarak deginilen esaslara bakildiginda,
adem-i merkeziyetcilik anlayisinin baskin oldugu ve Osmanl
Devleti’ni olusturan milletler arasinda esitlik ilkesinin gozetildigi
sOylenebilir.

Ahmed Riza Bey ve yandaglari, 10 Nisan 1902'de Misir'da
Stra-yt Ummet dergisini ¢ikarmaya basladilar. Derginin ilk
sayisinda bu grubun amaglart soyle agiklaniyordu: Osmanli
Imparatorlugu'nun siyasi bagimsizligmi ve toprak biitiinliigiinii
savunmak, Anayasanin uygulanmasi, Osmanli halklar1 arasindaki
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baglar1 ve yakinhigr gelistirmek, Osmanli Devleti'ni yonetenleri
modern gelismeler konusunda egitmek ve Osmanli'nin en ileri
milletlerin seviyesine ¢ikma arzusunu ortaya koymak. Bu program,
1895 yilinda Megveret'te yayinlanan programa gore daha gergekei
goriinmektedir. Kongre sonrasinda Ahmed Riza'nin grubu, yeni bir
hamlede bulunarak "Osmanli Terakki ve Ittihat Cemiyeti" adinda bir
dernek kurdu. Dernek, yayinciligin yani sira biiyiik bir basar1 elde
ederek ciddi bir organizasyona bagladi. Cemiyetin amact, gelenek ve
ihtiyaglara gére modernligi yaymak, Osmanli halkinin birligi i¢in
caligmak, tilkenin siyasi bagimsizligimi ve toprak biitlinliigiinii
korumak ve eski giicline kavusturmak, Osmanli Devleti'nde
mesrutiyetin iadesinin yeniden tesis edilmesini saglamaktir (Aksin,
1985). 1895 Kararnamesi ile karsilastirildiginda 1906
Kararnamesi'nin uygulamada milletlerin birligini saglamak gibi

oldukca zor hedefler tasidig1 sdylenebilir.
4. Osmanh Ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyetinin Olusumu

1907 yilinda "Osmanli Terakki ve Ittihat Cemiyeti" ile
"Tesebbiis-i Sahsi ve Merkeziyetsizlik Cemiyeti" arasinda yeni bir
birlik kuruldu. Daha sonra 27 Aralik 1907'de "lkinci Jon Tiirk
Kongresi" toplandi. Osmanli Terakki ve Ittihat Cemiyeti'nin
Kongre'ye sundugu sartlar hazirlandi. Bu kosullar kisaca, saltanat
rejiminin higbir sekilde degistirilmemesi, kongrede Osmanli Devleti
icinde Orgiitlenmeyen komisyonlarin yer almamasi, lilkeyi kargasa
icine sokarak yabanci miidahaleyi davet edecek olan teror
faaliyetlerinin kesinlikle reddedilmesi, ihtilal hareketine cemiyetin
onayt olmadan Ermenilerin katilmamasi, yabanci miidahalesinin
kesinlikle reddedildiginin ortak bir bildiri ile belirtilmesi ve bunun
basina da agiklanmasi seklinde Ozetlenebilir. Avrupa iilkelerinin
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miidahalesi korkusu ve iilke disinda bulunan kuruluslara giivensizlik
oldugu agikca goriiliiyor. Kongre sonrasinda ortak bir bildiri
yaymmlandi ve bildiriye Osmanli Terakki ve Ittihat Cemiyeti,
Tesebbiis-i Sahsi ve Adem-i Merkeziyet-i Mesrutiyet Cemiyeti,
Ahd-1 Osmani Cemiyeti (Misir), Londra'daki Hilafet’in yazi kurulu,
Tasnaksiityun Ermeni orgiitii, Misir Cemiyet-i Israiliyesi gibi
kuruluslarin imzalar1 atildi. Kongrede Bulgar, Arnavut ve Rum
orgiitlerinin yer almamasi dikkat ¢ekici bir durumdur. Kongre
bildirisi, Osmanli Imparatorlugu halklarinin birlesmeyi basardiklari
ve hedeflerine ulasana kadar dayanacaklar1 mesajin1 veriyordu.
Amag Abdiilhamid'i gorevden alip yeni bir meclis diizeni kurmakti.
II. Abdiilhamid rejimi, Almanya ile yakin iligkiler kurarak iilkenin
imajin1 zedelemek, Fransa ve Ingiltere gibi liberal iilkelerle
iligkilerin bozulmasina neden olmakla suglaniyordu. Bildiri genel
olarak caligmalar1 engellenen ulemaya, vergilerle ezilen ¢ift¢i ve
koyliilere, giivenlik ve o0zgiirlik eksikligi nedeniyle islerini
yapamayan tiiccarlara, yoksulluk i¢inde tutulan askerlere ve tiim
mazlum halklara hitap ediyordu. Calismada ayn1 zamanda hedefe
ulagmak i¢in kullanilan yontemler de aciklandi. Bu yontemler
arasinda silahli direnis, grevler, vergilerin 6denmemesi, ordu igi
propaganda ve isyan yer altyordu (Aksin, 1985).

20. yiizyilin basinda Makedonya'da yasanan karisikliklar
sonucunda Osmanli Devleti, ittihat Komitesi'nin tedirginligini ve
mubhalefetini bastirmak icin bolgeye ¢ok sayida mektepli subay
gondermek zorunda kalmusti. ittihat ve Terakki muhalefeti buradaki
subaylar ve dogal olarak yiiksek6grenim ogrencileri arasinda hizli
bir sekilde yayildi. Ayrica Makedon calkantilarinin Avrupali

giiclerin Osmanli Devleti'nin islerine miidahalesine yol actiginin
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goriilmesi lizerine subaylarin Osmanli yonetimine olan giiveni
sarsildi. Makedonya meselesi giin gectikce karmasiklasip Avrupali
devletler miidahale etmeye baslayinca, Ittihat ve Terakki'nin
Osmanli rejimiyle miicadelesi ortaya ¢ikti ve isyana doniistii. Bu
isyan, ordudaki subaylar arasinda hizla yayildi. II. Abdiilhamid
hiikiimeti isyam bastirmayinca Ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti 23
Temmuz 1908'de Manastir'da mesrutiyet ilan etti. Rumeli
mesrutiyetinin taleplerine karsi1 koyamayan II. Abdiilhamid, 23
Temmuz 1908'de mesruti monarsiyi ilan etmek zorunda kaldi.
Buradan anlasilan II. Abdiilhamid'in saltanatina son verip mesruti
monarsiyi ve Ozgirligii ilan edenler egitimli subaylardi.
Mesrutiyetin yeniden ilan1 dis diinyada farkli tepkilere neden oldu.
Ingiliz kamuoyu mesruti monarsiyi memnuniyetle karsilasa da
Rusya'da tepkiyle karsilandi. Bunun sebebini  Osmanl
Imparatorlugu'nun ~ Bati  fikirlerine  yaklagmasiyla  kisaca
aciklayabiliriz.

Osmanli Imparatorlugu'ndaki muhalefet hareketleri, modern
Tiirkiye'de demokrasinin gelisiminde énemli bir rol oynamistir. Bu
hareketler, anayasal diizenin kurulmasina, parlamenter sistemin
giiclenmesine ve vatandaslik haklarinin genisletilmesine katkida
bulunmustur. Bu baglamda, Osmanli muhalefeti, Tirkiye'de
demokratik ilkelerin yerlesmesinde ve modernlesme siirecinin

hizlanmasinda 6nemli bir etkendir.
5. Sonug

18. ylizyilda Osmanli Devleti'nde baslayan ve 19. ylizyilin en
onemli giindem maddelerinden biri olan Batililagma hareketleri,
askeriyeden baglayarak hemen her alana yayildi. Bu durum 6zellikle

-110--



19. yiizyilin ikinci yarisindan itibaren Bat1 medeniyeti kiiltiiriinden
etkilenen fikir gruplarinin ortaya ¢ikmasina zemin hazirlamistir.
Yeni Osmanli olarak adlandirilan aydin grup oncelikle Bati'nin
adalet, 6zgiirliik, bagimsizlik gibi kavramlarini arastirmis ve bunun
sonucunda Osmanli'y1 kurtarmanin regetesinin 6zgiirliik ve anayasa
oldugunu ileri stirmiislerdir. Bu grubun tiyeleri devlet kurumlarinda
calisan geng¢ aydinlar oldugundan genellikle dergi, gazete gibi
medya araglar araciligiyla seslerini toplumda duyurmaya ¢alismakla
yetiniyorlardi. Birinci Mesrutiyet'i takip eden yillarda askeri tip
ogrencileri tarafindan kurulan Ittihad-1 Osmani Cemiyeti ise IL
Abdiilhamid’e muhalif olarak gizli bir Orglitlenme seklinde
teskilatlanmistir. Bu  Orgiitiin  fikirleri, kendilerinden 06nceki
aydinlarm fikirlerinden daha ikna ediciydi. Orgiitiin {iyelerinden bazi
aydinlar, Islam't Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun geri kalmishigmin ana
nedenlerinden biri olarak gérmiis ve toplumdaki Islami gelenek ve
goreneklerin ortadan kaldirilmasina ve bunlarin yerine Bati
kiiltiirinlin getirilmesine calismistir. Ancak batililagmanin nasil
olacagi konusunda her zaman anlagsmazliklar olmustur. Bazilari
sadece Bati1 teknolojisinin benimsenmesinin yeterli oldugunu,
bazilar1 "giilleri ve dikenleriyle" bir biitiin olarak ele alinmasi
gerektigini, bazilari ise Batililagsma i¢in Avrupa iilkelerinin destegine
ithtiya¢ oldugunu savundu. Cemiyetin faaliyeti zamanla degisti ve
Makedonya’daki karigikliklarin da etkisiyle 1908'de devrimei bir
hareket haline geldi. Ittihat ve Terakki orgiitiiniin organize ettigi
isyan hareketi ile birlikte II. Abdiilhamit, Mesrutiyeti yeniden ilan
ederek anayasayi yiiriirlii§e almak zorunda kaldi. Aralarindaki tiim
fikir ayriliklari ve ¢atismalara ragmen Yeni Osmanli/Jon Tiirk/Ittihat
ve Terakki ¢izgisinde siiregelen Osmanli aydin hareketi Osmanli
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Devleti’nde anayasa, hak ve 6zgiirliikler, hiirriyet, mesruti yonetim
gibi kavramlarin tartisilip yerlesmesine hizmet etti. Bu yoniiyle Tiirk
demokratik hareketlerinin gelisimine de katki saglamis oldu.
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